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from the evil of their way ; as you have 


laboured, in carrying on this work, for 


the long ſpace of 'upwards of Sixty 


years, and with a degree of zeal, dili- 
gence, and fortitude, unknown ſince 
the days of the apoſtles ; and as you ſtill 


b 


con- 


S GOD has made you the Firſt 
Inftrument i in the preſent revi- 
val of Religion 1 in theſe lands, w hereby 
ſo many thouſands have been turned 
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continue your mighty labours, without 
the leaſt abatement, though you are 
no in the Eighty-Eighth (or as ſome 
tay, in the Ninetieth) year of your 
age! and eſpecially, as you have always 
been the great Patron of every doctrine 
of Univerſal Grace, and, among the 
reſt, of that maintained in the follow- 
ing pages; on all theſe accounts I beg 
leave, Sir, to recommend this work to 
your favour and protection, in pre- 
rence to that of any other. And I 
farther beg your acceptance thereof, as 
another (and perhaps the laſt) proof of 
my real affection for your perſon, and 
alſo, of the very high eſteem I hope 
ever to entertain of your very extraor- | 
dinary character. 


However unworthy the Performance 


may be, the Subject, Sir, is capable of 
great ſervice to the cauſe of Truth, as 
it ſtands oppoſed to the popular, and 
growing error of unconditional Per ſe- 


de rancs. 


— 


that that doctrine 1 is no Truth of Reve- 
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verance. For if it be fully denitiaftrated | 


lation, then it will follow that the 


doArine of unconditional Election has 
no foundation in Scripture; from 


whence it will follow farther, that 


the doftrine which ſuppoſes all things 


to be unconditionally decreed from eter- 


nity, is an unſcriptural error : therefore, | 


if the pillar of unconditional perſeve- 


Now the argument, which 1 have 
urged in the following pages, does this 


infallibly. For there, Sir, you will 
find it demonſtrated, that one of the 


\ 


rance is fairly pulled away, the whole 
re of this _ comes down of 
courſe. 


moſt excellent books of the New Teſta- 


ment, is no other than a regular chain 
of reaſoning againſt the doctrine of 


unconditional 6c e And that 
I may prevent all clamour, and make 
the argument the more decifive, at leaſt, 
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with thoſe in this day, who ſee more 
force in the sAvINGS of their admired 


authors, than in a number of the moſt 


perfect demonſtrations ; to confute and 
ſilence, if not to convince theſe, I have 


confirmed my interpretation of thoſe 


paſſages on which I reſt a great part of 
my proof, with the Teſtimonies of a 


great number, both of Calviniſts and 


Arminians: whom I largely ſhew to 
agree with me in my account of the 
SCOPE of the whole c piſtle. 


In doing this, 1 confeſs I have not 


paid any regard to what the calvinian 
writers ovoHT to have ſaid on their 
own ſuppoſi ition, nor unto what they 
Hav ACTUALLY ſaid on various other 
cCccaſions. It is enough for me, when 
I fay that ſuch words or phraſes ſignify 
: APOSTASY, TOTAL, or FINAL apoſtaſy, 
that J can find a ſufficient number of 
calvinian writers who ſay the ſame ; 


when this! is done, no one can expect 
me 


gore 
ired 
noſt 
and 
lave 


hoſe 
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me to be reſponſible for the abfundithes; 

and contradictions, with which they ſo | 

generally abound, 
As to the Method, I beg leave to obs | 


ſerve, Sir, that the Diſcourſe was ori- 


ginally an extemporary ſermon, on the 
words cited in the beginning; and that 
when I was prevailed on to enlarge the 
ſubject, and fit it for the reception of 
the public, I reſolved to ſpare myſelf the 
trouble of laying down a new plan; 
the conſequence is, that the argument 


is rather more complex than the ſubject 
neceſſarily requires; ſeeing, according 


to this, it would have been ſufficient to 


have ſhewn, firſt, that theſe Hebrews 
were true believers; and, ſecondly, that, 
notwithſtanding this, they were capable 
of total and final apoſtaſy. | 


However, Sir, there is one circum : 
ſtance which in all likelihood you will 
deem a peculiarity, if not an excellency: 
that as my buſineſs lies ſolely 1 in the 
epiſtle 


1 viii | A PREFATORY 

i „„ epiſtle to the ee, 1 have confined 
3 myſelf very cloſely unto it. For, firſt, - 
'F though there are a great number of | 
r propoſitions moſt fully demonſtrated, | 
th there is not ſo much as a ſingle demon- | 
4 28 | tration brought out of any other part 


of the Bible. Nor, ſecondly, is any other 

1 part thereof made uſe of above twice 

| . or thrice, either 1 in introducing, illuſ- 

trating, or amplifying any one point in 
the whole tract; except when I have 
been obliged to turn to the Old Teſta- 
ment, in explaining a few paſſages 


which the . has 5 quoted from 
thence. - 


"Thos. Me.” 1555 given you a full oy 
account of this ſmall affair But be- | 
=: fore] conclude, 1 muſt i intreat you not 

do expect any thing great or excellent 
5 on the occaſion. No, Sir, I do not, 1 
| BY dare not make any Pretence to deep 
A ” learning, - or wu abilities. For the 
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very utmoſt 1 pretend to is, a ſmall de- 


ed 

* gree of zeal; employing a little com- 

5 mon ſenſe; which call to their aid a 

F ö few ſhreds of learning; to aſſiſt Truth 

0 to ſtand its ground againſt a moſt 

= dreadful and dangerous Error. 

4 That you may yet continue here, 1 a 

ce Star of the firſt magnitude, in the right — 
"4 hand of Him who walketh in the midſt =» 
FR of the Golden Candleſticks, and be as 
e the brightneſs of the F. irmament, and as 

* the Stars for ever and ever, is, 5 

. „ 

15 ; the Prayer of : N 
2 your dutiful S Son, 
5 

t TT and Servant, 

1 


THOMAS OLIVERS. 
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now SHALL WE ESCAPE, Ir WE NEGLECT 


80 GREAT SALVATION 9 


the impoſſibility of eſcaping that conſc- 


ed in this paſſage. It is therefore of deep 
and univerſal importance that this ſubje& _ 
be well underſtood, » by all who profeſs the 5 


name of Chriſt. 5 
But is this the oaks > Do all who alle 


his name, underſtand it in any tolerable 
degree? Do they know what the apoſtle 


means by Salvation? and what by neglect- 


ing it? Jam confident they do not: and 


AS: --- — 


A LY AT 1 2 N—the Neglect of i 1. 5 
the Conſequence of that neglect and 
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1 greatly fer that this is the caſe, not 


of Profeſſors only; but even of ſome who are 
Teachers of our holy religion. 
The common way of explaining theſe 


words is, to repreſent this great Salvation 
as ſignifying actual deliverance from ſin 


and hell; that to neglect it ſignifies, not 


to ſcek and embrace it; and that this is 


done, only by careleſs, impenitent unbe- 


lievers: all which is as contrary to the in- 
tent of the apoſtle, and the ſcope of the 
whole epiſtle, as light is to darkneſs, or _ 
Heaven | is to Hell. 


One reaſon why many miſtake <6 true 


meaning of particular paſſages of Scrip · 
ture, is, they adopt ſyſtems which are in- 


compatible with Truth; and to prevent 
their giving up a favourite hypotheſis, find 


themſelves under the neceſſity of inventing 
ſuch interpretations as will agree with their 
own ſchemes ; which is the caſe in the 
_ paſſage now under confideratien : by which 
means the lovely face of Truth is quite 
| concealed, and error, in a thouſand forms, 

! in its ficad, 


Some 


Some alſo, who maintain the Truth in 
general, fall into great miſtakes on parti- 
cular paſſages, for want of conſidering the 

text in cloſe connexion with its context. 
This is certainly neceſſary in order to a 
right underſtanding of any paſſage ; but 
more eſpecially if the terms, on which the 
greateſt ſtreſs is laid, are equivocal or am- 
biguous. Now this is the caſe in the paſ- 
fage before us. The terms Salvation, and 

Neglect are equivocal; and therefore their 
meaning can only be aſcertained by a ſtrict 
attention to the connexion of the place, 
and the ſcope of the whole epiſtle. 

This, therefore, I ſhall be careful to do: 

to conſider the words, only as a link of 
that chain of which the whole epiſtle con- 
ſiſts. In doing which I ſhall attend to the 
 occas10N and DEsI6N of the epiftle, and, 
as far as I ſhall judge it neceſſary, to the ni 
apoſtle's manner of reaſoning therein, ' 8 
By theſe means I ſhall be able to ſhew, 1 
I. What we are to underſtand, * 0 
| GREAT SALVATION, = 


II. What by NEGLECTING it. And 
„„ m. 


1 


III. The CONSE QUENCE of * doing, 
and the impoſſibility of eſcaping 1 that con- 
ſequence. 

IV. I ſhall then, in the fourth place, 
_ conclude with an inference or two. 


I. And, firſt, I am to ſhew, what we 
are to underſtand by, ſo great Salvation. 
he term Salvation, as uſed in ſeripture, 
is, in general to be underſtood ſtrictly and 
properly, according to its grammatical im- 4 
port. In this ſenſe it ſignifies, Deliverance 6 
from evil. Now evil is diſtinguiſhed into 
moral and natural. Moral evil is the evil 
of ſin; and is called evil with relation to 
Gop, as it is the reverſe of his nature, and 
the tranſgreſſion of his law. Natural evil 
is the evil of ſuffering ; and this is called 
; evil with relation to us, on whom i it is in- 
flicted as a puniſhment for ſin, and as it is 
5 painful to our nature. 
Salvation, as it reſpects both moral 4 
: natural evil, implies a two-fold deliverance. * 
Firſt, a deliverance out of it: as when we 1 
ſee a man fallen into a river, we draw him 4 


aut, and thereby. fave him from drowning. 


4 


In this ſenſe we are faved when we are juſti- 


Y fied and ſanctified, as we are then deliver- 
x ed out of that ſtate of gvilt, thraldom and: 
: mifery in which we formerly lay. Second- 
* ly, a deliverance from it: as when we ſee 

| a perſon on the brink of a river, and in 
Ky danger of falling in, we lay hold on him, 

| and prevent his falling, and thereby ſave 
"> WM him from the evil he was in danger of. In 
nd this ſenſe, Gop ſaves us when he prevents. 
m. our falling i into ſome fin and miſery which 
ice we are in danger of; and, in particular, 
nto 


when he prevents our falling into hell. 
Again, the term Salvation is ſometimes 
to be underſtood figuratively ; and by a 
common figure, where the cauſe is put for 
the effect, ſignifies, The cauſe or means of 
falvation. And this is the primary and 
direct meaning of the term, ſalvation, in 
the text. This is evident from the pre- 
ceding and fubſequent words. In the firſt 
verſe of this chapter the apoſtle ſays, © We 
ought to give the more earneſt heed to the 
things which we have heard Obſerve, they 
are the things which we have HEARD with 
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(33 =: 
dur ears, that we are to take heed to; - He 
then adds, verſe 2, © For if the word ſpoken 
by angels was ſtedfaſt, and every tranſ- 
greſſion and diſobedien ce of that word, 
received a juſt recompence of reward,” 
verſe 4. © How fhall we eſcape if we neg- 
lect ſo great ſalvation,” or ſo great aworp ? 
d which at the firſt began to be sp oREx by 
the Lord himſelf,“ &c. It is therefore cer- 
tain, that by ſalvation the apoſtle here 
primarily intends the word, which was 
SPOKEN by our Lord; which was HEARD 
by his diſciples, and which is greater than 
the word which was delivered * angels 
on mount Sinai. 
But though he primarily intends the 
means of ſalvation, it is plain he does not 
intend them as ſeparate from their end; 
from that actual ſalvation or eg 
from natural and moral evil before men- 
tioned. This is evident from the whole 
epiſtle in general, and from many paſſages 
thereof in e In chap. iii. ver. 6. 
there is a caution againſt neglecting the 
confidence and the rejoicing of the hope: 
all which bring to the moſt ſpiritual na- 
ture 


ure 
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tore of our ſalvation. Ver. 12. we haves 8 
caution againſt an evil heart of unbellef. 

Ver. 13. one againft being hardened through 
the deceitfulneſs of fin. Chap. WW. ver 
there is one againſt neglecting to enter into 


reſt ; that is, eternal life. In chap. x. ver. 


38. there is one againſt neglecting to live dy 2 


Faith. Chap. xii. ver. 1. one againſt neg· 


lecting to lay afide every weight, and the fin 
vhich does ſo eaſily beſet us. Ver. 14. we are 
not to neglect to follow! peace and holineſs, 
And, ver. 28. we are not to neglect to have, 
or Hold faſt grace. From all that has. 
been ſaid it is evident, that by falvation 
the apoſtle intended, firſt, the goſpel in 
general, as the means of ſalvation, and, 
ſecondly, that actual falvation or. delivers 
ance from evil, which is obtained thereby. 


And this the apoſtle calls, ſo great ſalva« 


tion. It is clear from the context, that, 


by a compariſon of the law with the goſ- 


pel, he intends to ſhew the ſuperiority of 


the latter. And this he does by ſhewing 


char it was given, and promulged by a per- 
ſon who is vaitly ſuperior to thoſg who. 
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were employed in delivering all preceding 
diſpenſations. So chap. i. ver. 1. Gop at 


ſundry times, and in divers manners, ſpake 
of old unto our fathers by the prophets; 
but now, in delivering the goſpel, he has 


made uſe of his Son, whom he hath ap- 


pointed the heir of all things, and by whom 
he made the world; who is the brightneſs 


of his F ather's glory, and the expreſs image 
of his perſon, and who upholds all things 
by the word of his power. This ſalvation, 


then, is as much ſuperior to thoſe former 
_ difpenſations, as the almighty, and all-glo- 


rious 'Son of Gov is to weak and fallible 
men. 73 4 * 3 


given by 3 bur this ſalvation was 


given by the Lord himſelf. It is ſo glorious 


in its nature, and of ſuch importance to the 


world, that no creature, or number of crea- 


tures, was capable of ſuch a charge; there- 
fore the Lord himſelf undertook the vaſt 


deſign. And on this account the goſpel ſal- 
vation 1s as eminently ſuperior to the law, 


as the Creator and Lord of all is to a ſmall 


part of his ereatures. 
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II. Having 


ty 1 


Ci Having ſhewn what we are to under- 
land by ſo great ſalvation, I proceed, Se- 
condly, to enquire what is here meant by 
neglecting it; And that this important 
queſtion may be fully anſwered, I ſhall 
firſt ſhew who the perſons are whom the 
apoſtle ſuppoſes to be in danger of this neg- 
lect. And I ſhall be the more particular in 
doing this, becauſe it is here that ſo many 
go aſtray in expounding theſe words: they 
miſtake the perſons intended by the apoſ- 
tle ; and then they eaſily miſtake the mean- 
Ing of what is ſaid unto them. 


The perſons intended by the apoſtle are 
frequently ſuppoſed to be ſuch as are unbe- 
lieving, and unconverted. That theſe, in 
ſome ſenſe, neglect this ſalvation is certain. 

| Nevertheleſs, they are not the perſons in- 
tended in the text. This i is evident from 


364 hence ; the perſons intended by the apoſtle 
: muſt be thoſe to whom the epiſtle was writ. 
fal- ten, and not thoſe to whom it was not 
5 written. Now the epiſtle was not written, 


ral in whole or in part, to unbelivers, either 
Jews or Gentiles; of conſequence, the 
apoſtle could not intend theſe when he ſaid, [ 
6 How 


How ſhall w eſcape, if wneglect ſo great 
| ſalvation ?” But who. then did he intend? 


Thoſe Hebrews: who had beard and believed. 


the goſpel, and who, were truly converted, 
and made the children of Gop thereby. 
Therefore, ſaid he, verſe 1. WE ought to 
give the more earneſt heed to the S 
Which WE have heard, left at any time ws; 
ſhould let them flip.” We? who? we. 
CHRISTIAN BELIEVERS: WE. CONVERTED: 
AE RRE WS. As if he had ſaid, I, Paul, an 
apoſtle, who am a converted Hebrew, my. 
ſelf, and who am the author of this epiſtle: 
and you to whom I ſend it, who are con- 
verted Hebrews allo, ought to take the 
more earneſt heed to the things—the truths 
of the goſpel, which. WE—04 and 1 haye 
heard, leſt at any time w „you and I, ſhould- 
let them flip, For if the word ſpoken by 
angels was ſtedfaſt, and every travſgreſſion 
and diſobedience received a juſt . 
of reward, How ſhall. we”—cug ISTIAN, , 
5 BELLEVERS,, cc eſcape, if WE wandelt ſo rea 
| ſalyation : bc 


And that halen; were: not mere 


1 but: rather, nn. converts, > 


L 80 | and 


(um 7 


and real children hs Gov, is evident from 


what is ſaid of them, and attributed to 


them all over this epiſtle. 80 chap. 111. 
verſe 1. they are called, Holy brethren,” 


and are ſaid to be 4 partakers of the hea- 


venly calling.“ And; firſt, they are called 


c brethren;“ that 1 1s, children of the ſa e 
Father, and members of the ſame family 
with the apoſtle, Secondly, they are cal- 
led, © holy brethren ;” that is, they were 
firſt made holy, and then ſet apart for holy 
purpoſes. Thirdly they are ſaid to be par- 


takers of the heavenly calling; that is, 


partakers of the goſpel, and its ſpiritual | 


benefits. So the Calvinian Aſſembly, in their 


annotation on the place, ſay, * Holy bre- 
% thren. “ Such as were made holy by 
c Jeſus' Chriſt, —* And he calls them 


N 


© brethren, not by merit, in reſpect of their 


« carnal generation: but becauſe they were 
« ALL partakers' of the ſame holy,” and 
5 precious faith now with Him :” and on 
theſe words, Partakers'of the heavenly 
calling, That is,“ ſay they, «© EFFEC- 


| 6c TUAL- CALLING. * 8⁰ Mr. Henry, 


n * the 
I dee the Afembly" J Annotations, 


4 
che great oracle of our Calviniſts, ex pounds 
the words: * Obſerve,” ſays he, © 1. The 

„ honourable appellation uſed to thoſe to 
whom he wrote. —Holy ' brethren, par- 


c 


* 


takers of the heavenly calling. 1. Bre- 
mh thren; not only, my brethren, but the 
Wil. * brethren of Chriſt, and in him brethren 
1 7 * to all the ſaints,” — 2. Holy brethren, 
holy, not only in profeſſion and title, but 
„ in principle and practice, in heart and 
life. — 3. Partakers of the heavenly 
calling, partakers of the means of grace, 
sand of the Spirit of grace that came down; 
from heaven, and by which chriſtians: 
«6 are EFFECTUALLY:Called out of darkneſs, 
“ into marvellous; light||.” TEIEY 
| $0 the Calvinian Milſon, author of the 
Chriſtian Dictionary, ſaith; 4 Holy Bre- 
„ thren,” —“ Such as being ſanctiſied by 
«« the Spirit, are received into his fellows 
„ ſhip to be one with him“. To theſe» 
teſtimonies, I will add that of Dr. Gill: 
— 0 Wherefore holy brethren.” —— The 
nd apoſtle calls the Hebrews un fps 
not 9 ny, were of the ſame. 
2 natu- 


cc 
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1 Bes. op the place, Chris. Diets on che gle 
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natural ſtock and lineage, but | becauſe 
e they were in the ſame $PIRfTUAL re- 
„lation: THEY ALL had the ſame 
e father, | belonged to the ſame family, 
„ were the adopted ſons of God, the bre- 
* thren of Chriſt, of one another, and of 
| * the apoſtle; and they were noLY, not 
« by birth, nor by external ſeparation | 
© from other nations; but thro' ſanctiſica- 
« tion of the Spirit, —Partakers of the hea- 


« venly calling. By which is meant—an 


& internal, ſpecial call of grace, to the 
, enjoyment of the bleſſings of grace here, | 
% and to glory hereafter.” 


If this, then, is not characteriſtic of a 


true Chriſtian, it will be in vain to look for 
| any thing that 1s, in all the book of God. 


Verſe 6, They are ſaid to be the houſe _ 


of Chriſt ; that i is, his ſpiritual habitation, 


or place of abode, Again, they had con- 


fidence, and the rejoicing of the hope. 
And, firſt, they bad hope; that is a well. 
grounded hope, or expectation of eternal 


life. Secondly, they had the rejoicing 
of the hope, the rejoicing which naturally 
OS 1 + belongs 


: . Gill th pho. 


tu) 


belongs to, and is inſeparably connected 


with it. And thirdly, they had confidence, 
 majpnoray, a liberty of free profeſſion of 


Chriſt, in times of trouble: in other words, 
They had ſuch hope of eternal life, through 
Chriſt, as cauſed them inwardly to. rejoice 
in him, and to confeſs him outwardly with 


grea: boldneſs. Here, then, we have ano- 


ther proof, that the people ſuppoſed to be 
in danger of neglecting this great falvation, . 


were the genuine children of Goo. 
Verſe 12. The apoſtle calls them 7 bre⸗ 


thren;“ and. the admonition given them 


ſuppoſes they had union with Gop. 


Verſe 14. They are ſaid to be partakers 


of Chriſt. | In hæreditate illd cæleſti, ſays 
Piſcator, in that cœleſtial inheritance, of 


Which none are partakers, but TRUE BE- 
LIEVERS+. The calvinian Pool tells us that 
Sgrus, Eſtius, Ribera, and others com- 
ment thus on the place : _« Commixti 


„ ſumus cum Chriſto, i. e. * num corpus 
4 cum ip ſo coapmentati, - per Adem 


6 zuſiti et en gan ane ejus, 


c tandem et glorig'” ; 3 is, we are mix- 


I Piſcator in loc, 


ed 


60. 


EST = 


ed together with Chriſt : we are cemented 
into one body with him: we are made bis. 
| members, partakers of his ſpiritand grace, 
and finally of his glory*. Mr. Henry ſays, 
Here obſerve, r. The Saints privilege, 
© They: are made partakers of Chriſt, that 
is, of the ſpirit, nature, grace, righteouf- 
© neſs, and life of Chriſt ; they are intereſt- 
«ed in all that is Ehrift's, in all that he ! 18. 
« in all that he has done, or can doll.“ 1 
Again, they are ſaid to have © the be-. 
ginning of confidence.” The original: 3 
word, vregagie, according to Suicerus, ſig⸗ 
nifies, confidence, reliance, or a founda- 1 
tion an which any one leans. | So on —_ f J 
| 


— 
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ver. 17, he ſays, it means the ſame. 
4 derived from the verb veau, Which, = 
| ſignifies, to bear up, not to yield; but to, 1 
ſtand reſolutely againſt an adverſary, ET 
Oecumenius ſays here, Aru Tns UTIS4T EE, 
Thy p TOY Xp15ov TI 4v eng. Ot Tn: Vt UTESHs, 
pt, Kai Y ploy or Ts yore, FANh i in. 


- # 


2 Chriſt is the beginning of our ſubſiſtence ;, 


* for by it it we ſubſiſt, and are made partak 5 = 
"1 SOT ET "NI ee Yak n 1 


* Poot? $ 85 nop, Crit, i in 1 [1 Hen, on the pace. 
+ Thel, ] el. | 
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ers of Chriſt#. So Theodoret; THY vie apy, 
voce xt J ext Yep. erepyninuere 


M* CuMg pe Tv Seamoly xpirc, x Y Zu g 


vai EVS HMM H,TDln xapiir,, ble calls 
faith the beginning of our % for by 


it we are renewed, and joined to the Lord 
Chriſt, and receive the grace of his. moſt. 
holy Spiritſl. So TheophyleR, 'Tuy ap Nn vue 


vos dcs, TOUTEST THY π,,ẽꝙe i aντν Yep ννν. 


Ley x u niůlny de U TVEULATINYY v. 


5 upoſtaſis ; ; 
ſubſiſt, and receive the divine and fpiri- 
| tual eſſence and regenerationy. Diodati, 
_ the famous calvinian commentator, calls 
It, © The gift of God's Spirit and faith, | 


egy k aayeymon* The beginning of our 
that is faith; for by it we 


* which is as the root by which we 


©« chap. vi. 18, 


4 live and ſubſiſt fpiritually in Chriſt?, on 
And Dr. Whitby renders 7iy PIT u gααο,-ñ⁵ 
That | 


« hope to Which we have fled for refuge, 


That hope which cauſcth 


« The beginning of their hope. 


Sus to rejoice. Ve 1. 


© ® Ceumenius in loc, | 
8 Theophyle& in loc, 


li Theodoret i in loc. 
ꝛ See Diodati on the Placg. 


F See Whitby on the Piece. 


Chaps 
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Chap. 4. verſe 3. They are ſaid to have 


believed with the apoſtle, yea, and after 


the ſame manner; that is, they are ſaid ſo to 


believe in Chriſt, as to enter into reſt: in- 
to the reſt of goſpel grace, which implies 


peace of conſcience, and power over fin ; 


and, alſo, that they had a right to, and a 


hope of the reſt of eternal life. 


Chap. 6. verſe 4, 5. Here it is ſaid that 


They were once enlightened, and had taſted 


of the heavenly gift, and were made parta- 
kers of the Holy Ghoſt, and had taſted of 
the good word of God, and the powers of 
the world to come. And here obſerve, 
I. They were once enlightened —yoriol ws, - 
enlightened with the true, ſpiritual know. 
ledge of Gop. But it may be ſaid, © The 
« antient fathers underſtood this of baptiſm, 

i 66 which they called eic uss, illumination.“ | 
| True; but then they called it ſo on this 
ſuppoſition, that all who were baptized with 
water, were, at the ſame time, baptized” 
| with the Holy Ghoſt, and inwardly enlight- 
ened thereby. Juſtin Martyr ſays, © e- 
5 Jas, (enlightened) fignifies, thoſe who 
« W been inſtructed in the knowledge 


66 * of 
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EE 
« of Chriſt, and then baptized, were far- 
* ther enlightened by the divine Spirit“. 
So the calvinian Leigh, in his Critica 
Sacra tells us: © The greek fathers ſome- 
times call eigne, bapliſmum, and eli, 
baptiſo:: For thoſe which are BAPTIZED 
WITH THE HOLY. GHOST,. THEIR MINDS. 
ARE ILLUSTRATED WITH THE BEAMS OF. 
DIVINE L1Gnt,” And when the apoſtle 


ſaid, ye were ox cs enlightened, he meant . 
ye were TRULY and REALLY enlightened.. en 


S0. Pool on the place, e Semel hic idem 
e quod plane et vere, arak pro araf arg, 
prorſus, perfectè, ut Heb, ix. 26, 28. That 
is, ONCE is. one and the ſame with TRULY, 
Ne REALLY ,avat for a, ALTOGETHER, 
| PERFECTLY, as. Heb. ix. 26. 28. And he- per 
quotes Ribera, Eraſmus, Camero, and ſe-' ſtar 
veral other divines of great note, who con- MW Ver. 
ſider the perſons here ſaid: to be enlighten. dea' 
ed as men who, © abſolutionem à præteri- of 1 
d tis omnibus peccatis ſuis acceperunt, &c, 3 
„ omnibuſque chriſtianorum privilegits do- Hol 
4 nali erant: that is, as men who have witr 
received the forgiveneſs of all their former That 


| + Apol, 1 Edit, Grabe, Sc, 80. 


2 


. 
los 


ler 
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4 and have all the privileges of Sin 


tians beſtowed upon them“. 
2. They had taſted of the heavenly gift; * 
that is, the gift of grace in general, which 
came down from heaven. If any thing 
more particular is here intended, perhaps 
it is that which is elfewhere called, The 
gift of righteouſneſs ; that is, juſtification, 
or the remiſhorf of fins. Accordingly 
Pareus mentions Eraſmus, and ſeveral other 
eminent divines, who fay, the heavenly. gift 
is, 1 Nidem, que calitus datur illuminas 
11 fis; faith which is given from above to 


| thofe who are enlightened}: And to taſte 


of this docs not mean a ſlight or ſuperficial 
participation thereof; bur rather a full and 
perfect one. In this ſenſe we mul under- 
ſand the ſame word, as it is uſed, chap. ij 


| verſe 9. where it is ſaid that Chriſt zafted 


death for every man: certainly he partogk 
of it in the moſt full and ample manner, ! 
a. They were made partakers of the : 
Holy Ghoſt ; that is, they partook of the 


witneſs and fruit thereof. Pool tells us 


Chat Grotius underſtands it, Donorum a 
ariſe Th 
® Syn, Crit. in loc. 1 Ibid, 


16368989 
« chariſmatum Spiritus ſancti, Sc. que non 
% contingebant eo tempore niſi juſtiſcatis, 
of the gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit, 
Kc. which at that time were n to none 

but the juſtified®, | 

4. They had taſted as traly ad fully as 
Chriſt taſted death, the good word of God; 
that is, they had experienced the nouriſh- 
ment and ſweetneſs theteof, as truly as 
_ Chriſt experienced the bitterneſs of death, 

So Grotius, “ Guſtare, hic et infra eff expe» 

e riendo cognoſcere: that is, to taſte here, 

and in the next. clauſe, means to KNOW 

' BY EXPERIENCE. 

F. They had, in the ſame manner, tad 
the powers of the world to come; that is, 
they had not only been partakers of the 
_ goſpel and its preſent benefits, which ſome 

- underſtand, by the world to come (render- 

ing hender reg u, the future age; that is 
the goſpel age, to which the Moſaic was 


prior ;) but alſo of the powers, the en- 
livening and ſtrengthening joys of eternity; 
in other words, they had a foret aſte of tho 
joys of heaven, e ee 
FF Eſtius, 


-& #6 


to come mean, ce Immortalitatem et gloriam, 


(tin celis electis promiſſam in regno Chriſti :" 
| that 1s, immortality, glory, the beatific life, 
and eternal viſion promiſed in heaven to the 


« deſiderio  perceperunt, earumque ſpe de- 


6c leRabantur” —are ſaid to have taſted 
choſe powers, becauſe they had a percep-, 
tion of them by faith, love, and a great 


re, 


ted 
- is, mem: [the things they had taſted.] 


the Thus, by conſidering theſe five particu- 2, 
ome MW lars ſeparately, we find each of them ſo ex- 
der · WW preſſive of the ſpiritual nature, or properties 
t is Hof our holy religion, that it is abſurd to 
was 1 either of them of any but true believ- 
en - But if we conſider them in con- 
ity ; Nnexion with each other, and as ſo many 
tho links of one chain, and ſuppoſe them all 


to be found in any but a real believer, the 
abſurdity 1 is much greater, But if we con- 
1 . ſider 


ius, 


 Eftius, Mochtes and Ribera, according | 
to Pool, fay, that the powers of the world 


« vitemque beatam, et eternam Dei wiſionem 


elect in the kingdom of Chriſt. And they 
add, that the Hebrews, „ airuntur guſ- 
© traſſe, quia eas fide, amore, vel magno 


deſire; and were delighted by the hope of 


, 3 3 
ur}, ER 2 4 Ac * 
ad 4 Nees 
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fider them altogether, and in connexion 


with their context, the abſurdity i 18 greater | 


ill by many degrees; ſceing that, by ſuch | 


an interpretation, the coherence is entire- | | 
ly deſtroyed, and the whole pallage durned 5 


into abſolute nonſenſe. 


To make this appear, let it be obſerved, 5 
that in the two firſt verſes of this chapter, 2 
there is an exhortation for the Hebrew if 
converts to go on unto perfection. That, 


verſe 3. the apoſtle adds, “ And this will 


we do, if Gop permit!“ that is, we will go. 
on unto perfection. Then, verſe 4. that f 
(as che calvinian Diodati tells us) the 
apoſtle gives. a reaſon of the exhortation i 


« of verle 1. Well, then, let us ſee what 
ſort of a reaton. 1 it is, according to the cal - 


vinian interpretation. True believers are 


to go on unto perfection; becauſe it is im- 


poſſible to renew hypocrites and falſe pro- 
feſſors again unto repentance, if they fall 


away from common, unſaving grace! Won- 


derful reaſon indeed and well worthy: of 
the cauſe it is brought to ſupport.— Let us 
next ſee what ſort of reaſon it is, on ſup- 
Poſition that the perſons mentioned in the 


N | | 1ſt, 


Nile 


0 1 


1ſt, 2d, and za verſes, are the ſime with 
thoſe mentioned in the 4th and 5th. Let 
us, Chriſtian believers, go on unto perfec- 
tion; becauſe, if we do not, we ſhall do 
the reverſe : that is, we ſhall forfeit and 
loſe the grace we have. And when once 
this is loſt we ſhall find it morally impoſſi - 
ble, that 1s, very difficult, to recover it 
again, Now, according to this interpre- 
tation, the coherence is clear, and the ar- 
gument ſtrictly concluſive, It is there 
fore certain, that the perſons mentioned 


| in the paſſage under conſideration, were 


not t falſe eee or hypocrites ; but real 


n verſe 10. T hey had works and 
labour of love. 1. They had love, the 


love of Gop and of their neighbour, 2. 


They had works, good works proceeding 
from that love. 3. There was found in 


them labour of love: ſo great was their 
ore, that it cauſed them not only to do 
| ſuch works as were good in their own na- 


ture; but alſo to labour in them, or do 


them with all their might, Agreeable to 


W203 | this 


'Ti '*$2)) 
this, Mr. Henry faith, Go had wrouglit 
% principle of holy love and charity in 
60 them, which had diſeoveted itſelf in 
© ſuitable - works which would not be for- 
e gotten of Gol. 

Verſe 18. They z bad fled for 8 to lows 
hold on the hope ſet before them: which 
hope THEY HAD as; an anchor of the ſoul. 
both su RE and TEA D FAST. On this paſ- 
ſage the learned Suicerus ſays, Metapho- 
& rice vocatun pes Chriſtiana, anchota anime," 
« que in ipfa cælorum adyta penetrans, animam 
„ noftram tutam ac firmam preflat adverſus 
« omnes tentationum procellas: that is, Ihe 
CHRISTIAN HOPE is metaphoricallyzſtiled, 
The anchor of the-ſoul, .which: penetrating 
into the receſſes of heaven, preſerves: the 


ſoul ſafe and ſteadfaſt againſt all the forms! 


of temptation}. So St. Chryſoſtom, gig 


n A yuvpe $Zaprifie oa Ts mrs ob apmor' wylo e- 
geperbai, x AHã TaperaAvEaudly. dyejuely N 


| Kap rue ed pn l ouJo et n tATIS; as 
the anchor caſt into the ſea, does not ſuffer 
the ſhip to be carried away N the waves, 

fo W 


1 Hen on che hs” t Suicerus page 6 3. 2. 


| . 


thrown out renders her ſtedfaſt, ſo it is with 
Hope f. Again he faith, Ops rug TSews 70 
W xaroplop, ic)! os .ayxupe [is a0geknyry rus exCannci 


rr, £7004 AgY OV . Ts gg Hy ws 7 * 

pay ex ohe THE. Juan aopann N Cerner, aa. ticef- 
Xojutrmy eie To ec epoy Tv xd]averacud| os. 14 yop 
au οναοον, A vourons kdl ue AA , e- 


W Joy caxο oe uU xl duTos 0 Tlavaos Tois ECpaiors 


ror, d van is aun Ins aynupts mn oven, u xd)w 
urea, ax aνπ Kovart , I πνννeiν,e , x mpos 
| Toy epayov tig οννα AA £15 r 40wTEper To xf]amt-. 
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70% vpavoy N That is, you ſee the 


us excellency of faith, it will free you from 
he every AluRuation ; which Paul writes to 
d,, the Hebrews, ſpeaking thus of it; which 
Ig we have as an anchor of the ſoul, ſure and 
he ſtedfaſt, and enters in within the veil. For, 
ms leſt you ſhould think, when you hear ſpeak 


a new kind, which does not depreſs the 
mind, but raiſes it up to Heaven, and leads 
vou as by the hand to thoſe things which 


1 Chryſoſt, Hom, II. 


| of an anchor, that it will pull you down- 
ward, he ſhews you that it is an anchor of 


. are 


(26) 
are within the veil ; for in this place he 
calls Heaven, the veil*. Hence Mr. Henry, 
ſpeaking of this hope, ſaith, © 1. It is ſure 
«in its own nature, for it is the ſpecial 
«work of Gop in the foul, it is a good ” 
© hope through grace; it 15 not a flattering 
c hope made out of a ſpider” $ web, but 
«it is a true work of Gop, it is a ſtrong | 
* and ſubftantial thing. _ It is fleadfaſl as 
„ to its object; it is an anchor that has 
* taken good hold, it enters into that which 
is within the veil, it is an anchor that is 
« caſt upon the rock, the Rock of ages; 
it does not think to faſten i in the lands, 
u but enters within the veil, and fixes there 
re upon Chriſt ; he is the object, he is the 
mn © anchor-hold of the believer's hopet.” | 
Chap. x. 23. They had the ſame kind of 
faith with the apoſtle, and had made the 
ſame profeſſion of it. Verſe 26. They had 
received the knowledge of the truth. Verſe 
29. They were ſanctified by the blood of 
the covenant. Verſe 32. They had been 
a illuminated, and had endured a great fight | 
of 


* 


#* Thid, | 1 Hen. on the place, 


Jof affliction: or as Mr. Henry faith, They 
gad ſuffered, in former days after they 
„ were illuminated; that is, as ſoon as Goo 
„nad breathed life into their fouls, and 
Wc cauſed divine light to ſpring up in their 
minds, and taken them. into favour and 
„ covenant“.“ 
verſe 34. They had taken joyfully the 
ſpoiling of their goods, KNOW1NG 1N THEM» 
SELVES THAT. THEY HAD IN HEAVEN A 


ch Wzarrrer AND: AN EXDURING SUBSTANCE. 
is Verſe 3 5. THEY HAD A CONFIDENCE 


HICH HAD) A GREAT RECOMPENCE OF 
EREWARD ; which, according to Mr. Henry, 
carries a preſent reward in it, in holy : 
peace, and joy, and much of Gop's pre- 


ſence and power reſting upon them; 
_ of and it ſhall have a . recomperce of 
the “reward hereafter]}.” RE, Ss | 
had Verſe 39. At the very time the apoſtle g 
erſe Nyrote to them, They believed To THE SAY 
| of ix of THEIR SOULS. 
cen Chap. xii.. 22—24. They were come e to 
ght ¶ Mount Zion, and unto the city of the living 
of +} 'F Wark 


« Hen. on the a. [j Ibid. 


K 


| Gon, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to the 
innumerable company of angels; to the 
general aſſembly of the church of the firſt- 
born which are written in heaven, to God 
the Judge of all, and to the ſpirits of 
Juſt men made perfect, and to Jeſus the 
Mediator of the new covenant, and to the 


blood of ſprinkling which ſpeaketh better 
things than the blood of Abel. The cigh 


particulars mentioned in this paſſage are a. 
compendium of the privileges of the chriſ- 
tian church; and when the apoſtle ſaid that 


theſe Hebrews were come unto -theſe, his 
meaning was, that they truly and ſpiritually 


enjoyed them. Accordingly Mr. Henry 
ſaith, In coming to Mount Zion, believers 
© come into heavenly places, and into 2 | 
ce heavenly ſociety. + $4; Into heavenly 


« places; the City of the living God” — 


There his people may find him ruling, 


dc guiding, ſanctifying and comforting 


„them; there he ſpeaks to them by the 
«© goſpel miniſtry; there they ſpeak to him 
& hy prayer, and he hears them; there he 
trains them up for heaven, and gives 


« them the carneſt of their inheritance.” — 
5 | 2. To 


(29) 


«2, To a wendy Society. 1. To an in- 


| © numerable company of angels, who are : 


« of the ſame family with the ſaints,” — 


| & 2, To the general afſembly, and church | 
| © of the firſt-born that are written in hea- 


tt ven, that is, to the univerſal church, 
« however diſperſed. By faith we come to. 


te them; have communion with them in 


« the ſame head, by the ſame ſpirit, and in 
« the ſame bleſſed hope, and walk hors 
10 ” imine way of holineſs*,”” _ 
Add to all that hath been fab; as a 

ner proof that theſe Hebrews were ge- 
nuine Chriſtians, that the apoſtle hath num- 

bered them with himſelf, as members of 

the fame family, and as partakers of the 
ſame chriſtian privileges, not leſs than 
fir ry times, as may be ſeen in the follow- | 


ing places. Chap. 1 i. 2. chap. ii. 1, 2, 3. 


8,9. chap. Lil. 1. 6. 14, 15, 16. chap. iv. 


1, 2, 3.11. 1% 75. 16. chap. v. 11, chap. 


vi. 1. 3. 18, 19, 20. chap. vii. 26. chap. 
Vil, 1. Chap. ix. 12. 24. Chap. x. 10. 


15. 20. 22. 24, 25. 26. 30. 39. chap. xi. 
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3.40. Chap. Xii. 1, 2. 9, 10. 25. , 5 | 
chap. Xili. 10. 13. 14, 1g. | 
I.!᷑t is. therefore certain, upon the Ache; 5 
kähat theſe Hebrews, who are ſuppoſed to be 
in danger of neglecting this ſalvation, were 

true believers, were real chriſtians, . and 
genuine children of Gop. bY rot 


| I now proceed in the next place to ſnew, 
What the apoſtle meant by their Ge 
' this.great Salvation. 
1 And, firſt, it certainly. does not. mean,. 
that they had neglected to embrace it. This 
is evident from what hath already been ſaid, 
concerning their being true believers, and 
real children of God: for it is certain that 
if they had veglected to embrace or receive 


this ſalvation, they could not be true, 


genuine chriſtians, they could not be the 
real children of Gan :. ſeeing it was only 
by embraging,, or receiving this ſalvation 
that they partook of this privilege, and 
were brought. into this number. 
And that they did not neglect to embrace | 
this ſalvation, is particularly evident, 
1. From thoſe places. which aſſert that they 
Laa formerly SOUGHT aud OBTAINED it: as 
Chap. 


\ V3 
chap. vi. 18, where it is ſaid that they had 
fied for refuge, to lay hold on the hope ſet be- 
Here them. 2. From thoſe places where it 
is ſaid that they were, at that time, 18 
3 POSSESION of it: as chap. vi. ver. 19. where 
the apoſtle ſaith, which hope WE AVE 


Kc. chap. xii. ver. 22—24, where he tells 


them, We ARE come to Mount Zion, &c. 
and chap. iii. ver. 1. where he tells them 
chat they are PARTAK ERS of the heavenly 
calling. It is therefore undeniably evident, 
that theſe. Hebrews had not neglected to 
ſeek and embrace this ſalvation ;' and, of 
conſequence, that whatever the apoſtle in- 
tended by neglecting i * he could not * 
bly intend this. 
But what then did he intend 7 Negleding 
to PERSEVERE therein: or, which comes 
co the ſame, by neglecting this ſalvation he 
meant, APOSTASY, TOTAL and FINAL 
apoſtaſy from it. Hue 
By apoftaſy I mean, fimply falling away 
from it. By total apoſtaſy I mean, falling 
away, 1. From the ſpirit of it. a. From 
the practice of it. and 3. From the pro- 
feſſion of it. By final apoſtaſy, I mean, to 
fall 


& ©} 
fall away thus, and riſe no more forever. 
Now, that this apoſtaſy was the evil 
which the apoſtle ſuppoſed theſe Hebrews 


to be in danger of, and which, in this |... 


epiſtle, he has been labouriyg to prevent; | | 


and, of conſequence, is what he intended 


by neglecting this great ſalyation, , Ihopeto 
| demonſtrate. very largely from all parts of ; 


abe epiſtle. And the method I intend to ie, 
| purſue is, Firſt, to point out ſueh particular 1 | 
paſſages, as prove the hole propoſition, . 


or any, part of it; and then, , Secondly, by 
way af oH of the ruth held Forth Bil 
imicheſe paſſages, to add a general ſurveyf 


of the occaſſan and deſign of he whole epiſtle, Bl. 


and the manner of the pa reaſoning 
therein. 
And, Firſt, I am to. point out hack par- 
ticular paſſages as Provecthe whole. progoks 
tion or any part of it. 
And, 1. We will dds ii. ver. 


1. We ought to give be mare earneſt un, 


heed to the things Which we haverheard, 
leſt at any time we could let them flip, 
lnrere mapappouer. Dr. Hammond tells us| 
chat oy Nap ep payer, is a . Phraſe uſed from the 

N Vater, 


ne 
water, which when it is not kept within 
limits, falls away and; runs out.“ 
Dr. Owen, the great champion of the 
5 Calviniſts in the laſt century, obſerves on 
Irbe place, that! © rapappropuer, is no where! 
Wc elſe uſed in the Ney Teſtament;“ and 
hat as it ſtands connected with parore, it 
N means, Leſt we fall; fall down; that 
Wis, periſh*.” So is the word interpreted by 
St. Chry ſoſtom, Huter. rapapfv ohr 7740 T1 pal | 
F roAdutia; lan Grad uuty," 7 thut 7% PERISIT' 
Nor; bur ve FALL xorg. Pool, on the 
Wauthority of Camero, Eraſmus; Eſtius, Ger- 
- bardus and Bezu, ſays, Va... Heclooutio, Sc. 
i metapbora ducla ab agud, que niſi quo- 
© dain conreptaculo contineatur, facile defluit ; 
* que inutiliter efftuit 3 que prorſus et irre- 
© parabiter perit :” that is, This expreſ- 
ion is a metaphor taken from water, 
/hich/if it ãs not contained in · ſome proper 
eſſel, eaſily runs off, flows away to no 
purpoſe; and is entirely and irreparabiy 
And 3 bang af this very 
| paſſage. 


t See Hammond on the place. | * See | Dr. Owen 
n the Epiſtle to the Heb. . $ Chryſoltom in loc. 
U Synop, Crit, in loc. 9 5 


EY vi 
paſſage faith, . Nibil hic cavere jubemur, 
quod non et fieri poſfit, et ſepe fat: that is, 
the apoſtle bids us here beware of nothing, 
but what Mar, and DoEs frequently hap- 
pend. The calvinian author of Critica 
Sacra renders it, © let lip, like water put 
«© into a cullender or riven diſh||.” Our 
margin renders it, Run out as leaking veſ- 
ſels. From which I would obſerve, 1. That 
the converted Hebrews had the water of 
this ſalvation in the veſſels of their mind or 
heart. 2. That theſe veſſels were leaky, 
that is, liable to let it flip or run out, z. 
That if the Hebrews did not take earneſt 
| heed, this would certainly be the caſe : 
this ſalvation would flip, or run out of their 
hearts; that is, they would loſe it by 
apoſtaſy. 1 | 
The learned Dr. Whitby renders mon 

 aapeppuopucy, © leſt we fall off from them; 
that is, from the things which we have 
& heard :” and he quotes Oecumenius, The- 
ophylaft and Phavorinus, as agreeing with Wl «<< 

him“. Diodati pen it, Let them 

3 2 15 r 

9 See Grotius i 1 c. 4,54 pl 
L Sec Critica deen, Page 439, ® Whitby on i the alice | Ol 


e.. 
ef 


“ing veſſels“ 


place. + Clark on the place. 


„ Tof8-] 
cc ſlip, that is to ſay, that we may not go . 
« away from the Communion of Chriſt and 


« his church, nor forſake his faith and 
« ſervice.*” Mr. Baxter's comment is, 
“ Leſt by negligence or unbelief, we 
e ſhould loſe what we have heard, and be 


as leaking veſlels, and be loſt ourſelves}.” 


Mr. S. Clark renders it, 60 Run out as leak- 


—* viz. out of our heads, 
5 hearts, or practice, ſo as to depart from 


% THE FAITH or ſervice of Chriſt.” The 


Aſſembly of Divines, on this paſſage tell 
us, that * From the former doctrine touch- 
" ing Chriſt's excellency” “ St. Paul in- 
fers this following exhortation. The 
«© ſcope whereof,” they ſay, © is, to tir up 


| © the Hebrews to sTAND FAST in that 


ce FAITH which THEY HAD RECEIVEDS.” 
The Continuators of Pool tell us, that 


All forgetfulneſs of memory, all Aros- 
| © TASY IN HEART or profeſſion is that 
« which the Spirit forbiddeth in this meta- 

8 << phor, Tapapproper].” Mr. Chriflopher Love | 


D Es 3 


* See Critic Sacra, page 430. 1 Baxter on the 
$ Aſſembly's Annot, 
on the place. Pool's Comment on the place, 


6 
expounds it, Leſt we let them flip, as a 
« broken and leaking veſſel runs out; for 
cc note Tapappuope, is 4 metaphor taken 
«© from leaking veſlels*,” Dr. Gili ob- 
ſerves, that The vulgate Latin verſion 
« renders it, Leſt we ſhould run out; and 
ce the Syriac verſion, Leſt we ſhould fall; 
« and the Arabic verſion, Leſt we ſhould 
« fall from honeſty.” Father Queſne!' 
ſaith, „ We muſt not be like leaking 
<«« yefſels out of which the water runs .“ 
The Dutch Annotators, as ordered by the 
Synod of Dort, ſay, „This is by ſome 
© underſtood of the word which we have 
« heard, and we muſt take care that the 
lame in us does not run out, or leak 
« through, as is wont to come to paſs in 
„ forgetful hearers. By others it is under- 
© ſtood of perſons themſelves, who ars ſaid! 
* to run out, when like water that runs 
out, they periſh, or are loſtg.” Mr. 
Deering, B. D. faith, © The apoſtle uſeth 
"55-2 | metaphor taken from old tubs, which 
0h run 


2 


# Combat hetween the fle and the Spirit, page 
191, f Gill on the place, + Queſnel on the 
Teſtament. 5 See Dutch Annotat. as Pines by 
Authority 1 in 16 37. 


1 

« run out at the joints, and can hold no 
„liquor“ —“ So we, if we take into us 
W © the ſweet wine of the word of Chriſt, as 
? into“ “ broken veſſels that it run out 
Ws < again, we become altogether unprofita- 
ble, all goodneſs falleth away, and we 
become as water poured on the ground 
1 and is never after profitable any more*.” 
once more: The author of Critica Sacra, 
in his Annotations, and the learned John 
b Trapp, in his Commentary (both Calvin- 
Wiſts), tell us that “the Arabic renders it, 
7 „ leſt we FALL ;” and the Syriac, © leſt 
We we rralsn“—“e Accordingly, ſaith Dr. 
: Hammond, Theophylact hath un exooouver, 
l © fun avonopedea, Let us not FALL AWAY „ 
et us not PERISH}, T 

From all that hath been faid, 6 it 18 evi- 
gent that the apoſtle here ſuppoſes the He- 
Wbrews to be in danger of apoſtaſy; and (if 
ehe Syriac Interpreters, Theophylatt, Chry- 
on, Eraſmus, Camero, Eſtius, Gerhardus, 
ea, Pool, Owen, Hammond, Banter, Deer- 
7 bug, and the Dutch Annotators may be 
” n de- 


1 * See Deering's ne publiſhed in 1 1599. £ Dr, h 
mmond on the place. 


57 
| ad 
. 
> 2 . " , 
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(8. 3 
depended on) of ſuch apoſtaſy as would 
occaſion the apoſtate to pERISH FOR EVER; iſ 
and therefore it can be no other than total | 
and 2885 apoſtaſy which is here intended, 


2. We will conſider Chap, ili. verſe 6, : | 
« But Chriſt as a Son over his own houſe, 3 


n 
whoſe houſe are we, 1F WE Aol D Fas 4 
the confidence and the rejoicing of the h 
hope FIRM UNTO THE END.” By the end 
* 
the apoſtle certainly meant, the end of life 4 
And when he faid that we are the hou 
of Chriſt, if we hold faſt the confidence x 
| 5 5 4 2 h 
&c. firm unto the end, it was impoſfibel 
he ſhould mean, that the goodneſs of thei 50 


PRESENT STATE depended on their futu 
conduct; becauſe this would be to ſuppoſ 
the effect to precede the cauſe, Nor coullf 
he mean that their future conduct woulli 
be an evidence of their being the houſe d 
_ Chriſt at preſent. | For inthe firſt place, 
ſach an evidence would prove too muchfi 
For if what a man does to-morrow wil 
prove that he is in a right ſtate to-day, ll 
will equally prove that he was ſo yeſtei 
day; ; and, if ſo, it vil equally prove Ui E1 


a e 
ne was ſo the day before, and ſo on to the 
; WE fficſt day of his exiſtence: from whence it 


W will follow, that if he ever does right in fu- 
ture, he was always the houſe of Chriſt, or in 
W a right ſtate and condition. Secondly, ſuch 


nan evidence would be uſeleſs. It is certain 
no argument can prove any thing, before that 


argument exiſts. Now the circumſtance of 
holding our confidence firm vnto the end, 
will not exiſt before the end, or rather, till 
after it : at which time there will be no 
need of any ſuch evidence of our being the 
houſe of Chriſt, at any particular time, 
while we were here on earth. All that will 
be neceſſary to be known of this matter, 
| will then be declared more effectually a 
thouſand other ways ; and, therefore, this 
ſort of evidence will be as uſeleſs then, as 
the light of a feeble taper would now be 
an the preſence of the noon-day fun. Once 
more: that this interpretation is falſe, ap- 
pears from hence, that it has nothing to do 
Wy With the ſcope of the epiſtle. This,” as 
che learned and celebrated John Goodwin: 


bas told us, © was not to teach the He- 


6 brews to know whether they were true 
m3 A GG behevens. 


5 oo faith, which at preſent they had embrac- 


by Eraſmus, ſaith, “ Nativitas ſalutaris non 


. 

e believers or no, at preſent, much leſs to 
c teach them this knowledge by what 
« they ſhould approve themſelves to be, 
© at the day of their death, (which had 3 
« been to give men darkneſs to ſee by !) 
« but to animate, encourage, urge and 
« preſs them to continue conſtant in the 


* ed, and made profeſſion of, unto the 
« end®,” It is abſurd, to ſuppoſe that the 
apoſtle would ſay, If we hold faſt our con- 
ſidence, &c. to the end, this will at, and 
after the end demonſtrate that we are now, 
this day, the houſe of Chriſt !—But if this 
is not his meaning, what then does he 
mean? I anſwer : that as we are his pre- 
ſent houſe or habitation, by a preſent par- 
ticipation of this confidence, &c. ſo we are 
intended for, yea, and actually ſhall be his 
eternal abode, on ſuppoſition that we hold 
faſt theſe graces unto the end of our life, 
Hence St. Cyprian on the place, as quoted 


e accepta, fed cuſlodita viviſicat:“ it is not 


* Sec Redem, Redeemed, page 260. 


484 


a SAVING birth RECEIVED, but x2PT, that 


to 

nat WF vivifies: (he means, that vivifies in eter- 
be, nity* 3 

al BY From what has been ſaid, it follows, 1. 
99 That the apoſtle ſuppoſed it poſſible for 
und the converted Hebrews not to hold the 
the confidence, &c. firm unto the end. 2. 
-ac- That if they did not, they would not be 
the the houſe of Chriſt always, though they were 
the WW once ſo. Hence Dr. Heylin ſaith, © We are 
on · that his houſe, if we ſtedfaſtly perſevere 
and WR to the end in that confidence and hope 
ow, Wl © which we have ſo good reaſon to boaſt 


4 fe. ” So Efiius, and Ribera : “ Tacit? 
e eos bortatur ad perſeverantiam in vocati- 


ce hne ſua, in ſpe et fide, ne reverti velint ad 
c 


A 


par- “ legem Maſis, ne inutile eis fit bene incepiſſe.” | 
are He [the apoſtle] tacitly exhorts them to 
his perſeverance in their vocation, hope, and 


faith, leſt they return to the law of Moſes ; 
leſt their good beginning ſhould come to 
W nothingh. This therefore is another proof 
von! chat total and final apoſtaſy was the evil 
10 which the apoſtle, in this epiſtle was la- 
bouring 


* Erafin. 3 in loc, 4 Heylin « on the place, $ Poli 
. in loc. 


( 4 ) 
labouring to prevent; and, of conſequence, 
what he intended by, XOLEC TIR THI 
GREAT SALVATION. 


3. Another proof of the ALY we hang 
chap. ili. verſe 12. Take heed, brethren, 
leſt there be in any of you an evil heart of 

unbelief, in departing from the living 
Gop.” The original word, ATeceore, is 
rendered, defection, and ſignifies a defeCtion, 
or falling away from that which we former. 
ly ſtood to. Ribera and Eſtius, as quoted 
by the calvinian Pool, ſay, that an evil hear 
of unbelief, means here, an heart © Aeli 
e fide Chriſti ad judaiſmum rediens,” rel 
turning to judaiſm after throwing away the 
faith of Chriſtſl. Mr. Heury ſays, that 
« An evil heart of unbelief is at the bot. 
e tom of all our ſinful departures from 
« Gop; it is a leading ſtep to apoſtaſy; if 
once we allow ourſelves to diſtruſt Gop, 
d we may ſoon deſert him.” And his ob- 
ſervation on this paſſage i is, that “ CHRIS. 
© TIAN BRETHREN have need to be CAU- 
cc TIONED againſt APOSTASY®,” - Biſhop 
Hall ſaith, * Take heed, brethren, leſt 


$6 aftc'l 


| (| Pol, Syn, in loc, # Hen. on the place, 


nary faith, 


| © queſtion, 


(43) 


cc after this holy profeſſion, made by you, 


« there be found in any of you an evil 
% and unbelieving heart, to fall away, and 


ce depart from the colours of the living 
to take part with infidelity#*.” 


« GoD, 
Mr. JVilſon, author of the Chriſtian Dictio- 
To depart from Gop, ſigni— 
« fies to fall away from Gop by infideli- 


t.“ Mr. Perkins fays, © The author 
« to the Hebrews ſhews five degrees of 
apoſtaſy, by which the illumination of 

C 


* 


the goſpel is turned into darkneſs; Heb. 


in any of you an evil heart of unbelief, 
&c. Where the firſt degree is, conſenting 


* 


te tation to it. 
« heart upon practices of ſin. 


& lieving, and calls the truth of God into 
Fourthly, by unbelief it be- 
comes evil, having a baſe conceit of the 
« goſpel. 


Fifthly, this evil heart brings 


© ili. 12. ſaying, Take heed leſt there be 


| © unto fin, being deceived with the temp- 
The ſecond is, hardneſs of 
Thirdly, 
the heart being hardened becomes unbe- 


* man to | "apoſtaly and falling from 


cc God 


3 By. Hall on the hes. 


nary on the Epiltle n to the Hebrews, 


M4 See Chriſtian Diero- 


( 44 ) 
« God, which is the extinguiſhing of the 
« light of the GoſpelF.” The calvinian 
author of Critica Sacra ſays, it ſigniftes, 
& A SPIRITUAL DEPARTURE PROM Gop, 
« Heb. ili. 12.“ This witneſs is true. For 
according to the apoſtle, it is the HEART 
which departs from Gop ix the act of un- 
belief. Now, as faith is the root of all | 


outward diſobedience. Therefore, when- 
ever the heart departs from faith to unbe- 
lief, the conſequence will be, that it will 
depart from holineſs to fin : and then, in 

_ conſequence of this, there will be an out- 
ward departure from an holy, to an unholy 
converſation. Again, the very learned Mr. 
John Gregory, formerly chaplain of Chriſt- 
church, Oxford, tells us, „The Arabic 
« js,”— An obdurate and unbelieving 
* heart; and which goeth far, or quiTs 
* away from the living Gop :” on which 
he abſerves, „This is that heart of un- 
Ts « belief 


4 See Third vol of Perkins! 5 Works baue 374 
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inward holineſs, and this the root of all : 
outward obedience ; ſo unbelief is the root + | 
of all inward unholineſs, and this of all 


= 
© hy 
i, Ie - 
3 
| 


— 


"2: 35.3 


+ « belicf which we are bid here to wks bete 
5 « of; this looſeth ALL our hold, and ur- 
8 40 TERLY eſtrangeth us from the life of Gop, 
1 « and leaveth us ALTOGETHER Without him 
: « in the world*,” The calvinian centinua- 
4 tors of Pool ſay, that thedeparting from the 
> living Gop here ſ poken of implies, © Turn- 
I „ ing away, ſtanding off, and ſeparating 
: the heart; it implies in it a real, TOTAL, 3 
and rr AI defection; actual and formal 
apoſtaſy from W THEY HAD 
2 © OWNED and RECEKIVED.'— © 80 that to 
2 © apoftatize from him Chi}. and his 
. © religion, is to apoſtatize from Gov, and 
7 to renounce ETERNAL LIFE, and to 
ſubject 1hemſelves to ETERNAL TUNISH- 
W* ment{}.” This paſſage, then, is another 
roof, that the apoſtle was ſpeaking, | 
Wot ly of apoſtaſy ; but, alſo, of TOTAL 
Ind FINAL apoſtaſy. ; 


4 Again, verſe 1 3. 12 But abet one 
Nnother daily, while it is called To-day, 
leſt any of you be hardened through the 
leceitfulneſs of fin. Eſtius, as quoted by 
_ 55 55 Pool, 


* On gory on the place. 3 
(| See Pool's Comment on the place, 


( 46 4 
Pool, ſays, that here we muſt underſtand 


by ſin, © Hunc actum peccati, qui eft de. : 
„ ficere a Chriſto, ut precedentia et ſequen- i 
&« tia ſatis declarant||:” that act of fin, bi 


which conſiſts in falling away from Chriſt, 


as what precedes and follows ſufficiently - 


declare. The original word, 


which is here rendered hardened, is the ſame | 
as that in Acts xix. 9. where the unbe- 


lie ving Jews, who would not receive Paul's 
preaching, are ſaid to be hardened. Now 
concerning theirhardneſs, we may obſerve 
three things: 1. They were ſo hardened, 
that they would not be perſuaded to be. 
lieve St. Paul's preaching. 2. They were 
ſo hardened as to blaſpheme it before the 
multitude. 3. They were ſo hardened as 
__ to cauſe the apoſtle to give them up to a 
reprobate mind. And, therefore, it ſeems 
that their diſorder was incurable; 3 that it 
was total and final hardneſs. Feta 
Again, the hardneſs which the 49040 


| ſuppoſed theſe Hebrews to be in danger of, 


he compares to that which excluded the 
antient Hebrews from the land of Canaan. 


II Synop. Crit. in loc. 


_ oxAnpurdn, 


N 

So verſe 8, © Harden not your hearts, as 
IN the provocation, As in the day of temp - 
tation in the wilderneſs :” verſe 9. When 


your fathers tempted me, provey me, and 
law my works forty years.” verſe 10. 


« Wherefore I was grieved with that gene- 


ration, and ſaid, They do always err in 
their hearts, and they have not known my 


ways.” verſe 11. So I ſware in my wrath, 


They ſhall not enter into my reſt.” 
Now, concerning theſe Ifraelites 1 ob- 
. 1. That they had ſeen much of the 
goodneſs of Gop. 2. T hat they had a 
promiſe of greater favours. * That, for 
awhile, they believed and obeyed Gop, 


according as he had required of them. 


But, 4. they did not continue to do this. 
By this means, 5. God was ſo grieved with 
them, that he ſware in his Wrath, They 
ſhall never enter into my reſt, In eonſe- 


quence of this, 6. T 2 never did enter 
in. | 


| and the wilderneſs ; ſo have you ſeen much 
n K 1 — iS 


Now che parallel 8 bo the als 
is this: 1. As your fathers ſaw much of the 
goodneſs of God in Egypt, the Red ſea, 


of it in what he has already done, for your 
ſouls, in the poſpel of his Son. 2. As they 
had a promiſe of a greater bleſſing, even 
the land of Canaan, that land of reſt, flow- 
ing with milk and honey; fo have you a 
promiſe of the heavenly Canaan, that land 
of eternal peace and plenty. 3. As they, 
for a white, believed and obeyed in ſuch a 
manner as they ought ; ſo, alſo, have you, 
4. As they did not continue to believe and 
obey ; fo you are in danger of following 
their example in this particular, 5. As 
they, for want of continuing in well-doing; 
provoked Gop to ſwear in his wrath that 
they ſhould never enter into his reſt; in 
ke manner you will provoke him to fear 
in his wrath that you ſhall never enter into 
heaven, if you apoſtatize as they did. 6. 
In conſequence of this oath they never did 
enjoy the prRoOMISED land; even ſo, if you 
provoke him as they did, you fhall never 
enter the kingdom of heaven. This then 


is another inconteſtable proof, that neglect- 


ing this ſalvation, unto TOTAL AND FINAL 
Arosrasr, was the evil which the apoſtle 


Ls 


0 49 * d 
ace theſe e to he | in dan- 
ger of. 1 


5. Verſe 4. We are W of 
Chrift, faith the apoſtle, naſa gwuiy, if we 
hold faſt che beginning of our confidence 
ſteadfaſt unto the end.” Barter com- 
ment is, We are initially made partak- 

« ers of Chriſt as our Saviour: but if we 
will attain falvation by him, we muſt 
hold the ſubſiſting faith (or the confi- 
4 dence) in which we have begun firm 
« unto the end: (for perſeverance is made 


Ju, 


be « a condition of the promiſe of falvativn)||.” 
1 | Grotius on the words fays, oc Jus nat ſu- | 


e mus ut participemus de Chrifti claritate ; 
« ſed jus pendens, datum fub conditione per- 
00 ſeverandi. That is, We have got the 
right to partake of Chriſt's glory; but that 
right given us is fufpended upon the con- 
dition of perſeveringy. Calvin fays, Lau- 
* dat, guod bene cæperint. Sed ne prætertu 
ce gratiæ, quam conſequuti ſunt, carnis in- 
< dulgeant ſecuritati, dicit opus efſe perſtve. 
& rantid. Nam & +40 delibats tantum 
5 + evan- 
5 þ Baxter on the place, 4 Grotius in loc. 


\ 
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So: 8 evangelio, quaſi ad ſummum pervenerint, 
& de profetu non cogitant. Ita fit, ut non 

modo in medio ſtudio, adeoque prope ipſos 
* carceres defideant, ſed alio vertunt curſum 
« ſuum. Specioſa quidem eft iſta objeklio, 
* guid ultra volumus, poſiguam adepti ſumus 
« Chritum ? Verum fi fide pefſidetur, in ed 

— perſtandum eft, ut nobis perpetua mantat 
e poſſeſſio. Ergo hac lege ſe nobis fruendum 
dedit Chriſtus, ut eddem qud in ejus partici- 
e pationem admiſi ſumus fide, fontafn bonum 
« conſervemus . uſque ad mortem: That is, 

- He [St. Paul] commends them that they 
had begun well. But leſt under a pre- 
rence of that grace, which THEY HAD 0B- 
TAINED, they ſhould indulge a carnal ſe- 
 curity, he tells them they had need of per- 
ſeverance. For many, having only taſted 
lightly of the goſpel, do not ſo much as 
think of any proficiency, as if they were 
come to the higheſt already. Thus i it com- 
eth to paſs, that they do not only fit down 
in the midſt of the race, yea ſometimes at 
the very entrance of the race; but TURN 

' THEIR COURSE QUITE ANOTHER WAY, 
This indeed is a Want þ ſpecious objection, 


When 


* 


* n „ 


. $ ) 


When, we have gotten Chriſt, what hauls 


ve deſire more! But if Chriſt be poſſeſſ- 


ed by faith, we muſt perſiſt in faith, that 
our paſſefſion in this kind may be perpe- 


| tual, Therefore Chriſt hath given himſelf | 
to be enjoyed by us, upon theſe terms, r 
by this law, that as we are admitted by 
faith to a PARTICIPATION OP RIM, ſo we 
ſhould BY THE. $AME FAITH PERSEVERE, 


and keep ſo. great a good until death“. 


Dr. Hehn ſaith, We are made partakers 
of Chriſt upon condition chat we retain, 
« inviolably to che end, that hope iu him 

& which we had at the beginning: Mr. 
Sam. Clark's comment is, Take heed of 
« apoſtaſy, and de · careful to perſevere; 
*« becauſe all your intereſt in Chriſt de- 
Mr. Raw! ex- 


« pends kereupeny,.” 
pounds the -words thus : If we have 
« followed him through many ſufferings. 
* and troubles, and ſhall turn away from: 


* him at laſt, we loſe all hat we have: 
| © wrought. and --ſuffered in religion, and: 


« * never each home to- God at laſt: 


* Calvin in loc, 3 my on the be oi 3 eu ä 
Sn” 


e 
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Co n +> 
« the crown of life belongs only to them 
„% who are faithful to the death*,” Now, 
from this paſſage, and from what has been 
ſaid on it by theſe great and learned divines, 


(both Arminians and Calviniſts) I conclude, iſ 
that apoſtaſy is the evil which the apoſtle 
has here been Jabouring to prevent; and 

therefore, that it is this which he intended 
by, neglecting fo great ſalvation, ? 


= 6. A fixth proof of the} point in hand 
we have, chap. iv. verſe 11.“ Let us la 


bour, therefore, to enter into that reſt, leſt 
any man FALL after the ſame example of 
unbelief.“ From hence we learn, 1. That 


the evil which the apoſtle ſuppoſed the 
Hebrews to be in danger of, was, FALLING 
2. That it was, falling after the example 
of the Iſraelites of old. Though i it bas 


been largely conſidered already, in what 


manner theſe fell, I ſhall again, briefly 


enquire into two things. The firſt is, Hoy 
far they fell? 'and the ſecond, By what 
means? As to the firſt, They fell ToTau 


Ly and FINALLY from the PROMISE which 
ts cara 3 


Flavel's Works, Vol, I, p. $20, Second Edit, 
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Gov HAD GIVEN THEM : that is, they ro- 
TALLY and FINALLY fell ſhort of poſſeſſ- 


ing that reſt, which GOD HAD PROMISED 


they ſhould poſſeſs This is an undenia- 


ble and undoubted matter of fact. But, 


ſecondly, By what means did they thus 
fall ? By unbelief or diſobedience (for the 
original word, are, ſigniſies either.) 
That this was the cauſe of their apoſtaſy 
is evident from chap. iii, verſe 17. where 
it is ſaid that their carcaſes fell in the wit- 


derneſs, becauſe they had finned; and from 


verſe 19 ; where it is-ſaid, that they could 


not enter in becauſe of unbelief: Compare 


this with chap. iv. verſe 6. But let it be 


well remembered, that it was not becauſe 


they had never believed and obeyed, that 


they could not enter in; but becauſe they 
did not continue to do it. 
Now on this I would obſerve, that it was 
impoſſible for the, converted , Hebrews to : 


fall after this example, as the apoſtle ſaith, 


without, firſt, falling ToTALLY and FINAL- 
LY, as they did. 


Nor, ſecondly, could 
they do it after this example, but by pis— 
CONTINUING to believe and obey, And 


Y an. eo oi. 
— OY mt 


N 1 would obſerve once more, chat ws | 


example, he certainly ſuppoſed a there 
was a poſſibility of their doing it. The 


ſeſs it. The particle , (ſay they) may] 


of you prove rebels and apoſtates. 0 


nut out of Gop's reſtij. Bux ter's com- 
ment on the place is, Let it chen be the 
© care and diligence of your heart and life, 


therefore haſten diligently to enter into 


(4) 


the apoſtle exhorted theſe Hebrews tif 
labour that they might not fall after thi 


truth of this is ſo evident, that bs cal 7 
vinian continuatots of Pool have, by the che 
force of evidence, been conſtrained to con i hay 

hea? 


pe read into, and then it implies, mY 


«+ it is read by, or offer, and then it is a 
fall to DESTRUCTION AND > HELL, with 
« all the miſeries that thoſe feel who are 


« to attain the reft, and not to Joſe it by 
« apoſtaſy*,” Dr. Hh ſaitb, Let u; 


that reſt, leſt any of us, imitating the 
diſobedience of the Iſraelites, ſhould pe- 
nick as they did g. So the author of the 
Chriſtian Dictionary. ©: T 0 FALL—t0 Per 

or 


Pool Comment on the place, * * in loc, 
Þ Heylyn in loc, „ 


„ To 

or be defriyed®.” 1 his thetekdle is anos 
ter demonſtration, that Tor AL and FINAL 

| apoſtaſy was the evil intended by 3 is 


YE ing this great | ſalvation, 
The 
cal 7. To the ſame purpoſe. is ts 14. net 


che ſame chapter. Seeing then that we 
Ihave an high - prieſt that is paſfed into the 
beavens, Jeſus the Son of Gop, let us noLD 
FAST, 0poAdYyids, OUR PROFESSION, Or con- 


Or on. The not holding faſt their profeſſion, 
is or apoſtatizing from it, is what the apoſtle 
vic apprehended the Hebrews to be here in 


danger of. And in ſuppoſing them to be 


are | 
om. Nin danger of apoſtatizing from their profeſ- 
the fion, he ſuppoſed them to be in danger of 


chat part of their religion which was eaſieſt 
kept, and of conſequence, that which they 
would retain the longeſt : they would, 
firſt, let go the life and ſpirit of their re- 
ligion ; then, ſecondly, the practice of it; 
che and then, thirdly, and laſtly, the profeſ- 
5 hon of i it. Hence Mr. n on the du. =» 
| 7 1 ait 


| * Cluiſt, Did. 32 the place. 
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TOTAL apoſtaſy ; 3 ſeeing their profeſſion was 12 
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falls, Let us hold faſt the enlightening 
« doctrines of Chriſtianity in our heads 

and the ENLEVENING PRINCIPLES QF 11 
« 1w OUR HEARTS, and the open profeſ.\i 
« ſion of it in our lips, and our practiei 


„ Obferve here, 1. We ought to be pot 


ebe art fo, WE MAY BE IN DANGER off 


es of our hearts, the temptations of Satan, 


15) 


ef and univerſal fubjection to it in our lives 


* ſeffed of the dockrines, principles, and 
e practice of the Chriſtian life. 2. When 


% Liv OVR HOLD, from the corruption 


and the allurements of this evil world. G 
That the exeellency of the High- Priel bri 
* of our profeſſion, would make our Arne 
4 7 ASY FROM nr moſt heinous and iner h 
e cuſable; it would be the greateſt folly, thi 
and the baſeſt ingratitude. 4. Can che 
« r Axs tmuſt not only szr ovrT wie 74 
« but they muſt nod ovr ; they that xxl © 
e pyrn To THe END ſhall be Tn | only © © 
Bs " NONE yvr ner.“ ak 
8. The next proof of che point we * - 
chap. vi. verſe 4—8. „ For it is impoſſibi de 


Henry on the place, 


| FALL AWAY, &c. But it may be ſaid, 
* The apoſtle ſpeaks nothing poſitively 


UCSF 
for thoſe who were once enlightened, and 
have taſted the heavenly gift, and were 
made partakers of the Holy Ghoſt, -and 


WT have taſted the good word of Gop, and 


the powers of the world to come; if they 
FALL AWAY, to renew them again unto re- 
pentance : ſeeing they crucify to tbemſelves 


the Son of Gow afreſh, and put him to an 
open ſhame. For the earth which drink- 
eth in the rain that cometh oft upon it, and 


bringeth forth herbs meet for them by 


whom it is dreſſed, reeeiveth bleſſing from 
Go. But that which beareth thorns and 


briers, is rejected, and 1s nigh unto curſ- 
mg, whoſe end is to be burned.” 1 
That falling away is the evil imentied in 


this paſſage, is evident from verſe 6, where 


the apoſtle ſays, Kar raparioorras, If they 


concerning falling away; he only ſpeaks 


on ſuppoſition, if they fall away.” To 


this I anſwer, 1. Suppoſe we allow that 


| the apoſtle ſpake only on ſuppoſition ; it is 


certain that a ſuppoſition-made by the Holy 
Ghoſt in this manner, infers the concluſion 


ns fully as the ſtrongeſt affirmation, For; it 


| bleſſed and holy Gop makes uſe of vain, 
groundleſs, and impoſſible ſuppoſitions in 
dealing with his people, So the learned 


cc fieri ut juſtus vel credens aliquis deficeret, 
e neque hypotheſin hanc facturus eſſet apoſlo. 
e lus, neque ex hypotheſi tam grave pronun- 
* ciatum allaturus, neque ad hanc cauſam que 
d agitur, hoc dictum Hebræis, quibus ſcribt- 
& bat, accommodaturus.” That is, If there 
were no poſhbility that a righteous man, 
or a believer might fall away, neither would 
the apoſtle have made this hy potheſis ar 
ſuppoſition, nor would he have inferred fo 
grave or weighty a ſaying upon the ſuppo- 
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would be great impiety to ſay, that the 


Funius ſaith on the place: „Si non poſit 


ſition ; nor would he have applied this ſay: 


ing to the Hebrews, to whom he wrote, in] 
the cauſe which was now in hand}. So the 


author of a book entitled © Abſolute Elec. 
« tion and Reprobation fully detected, faith 


on the place, Now the graces which the 


* apoſtle here ſpeaketh of, are not ordinary 


« or common; but ſpecial and excellent 


75 66 grace 


} Junius in Parallel, ad Heb, 
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T graces; ſuch as illumination, faith, a 
« reliſh of God's word, and a taſte of hea- 

«yen. And the perſons ſpoken of are 
e apoſtates, ſuch as are under a poſſibility 
« of falling away for ever, and conſe- 
« quently reprobates : whereas if it were 

6c impoſhble that good men ſhculd fall 
from grace, it would be abſurd and ridi- 
© culous in the apoſtle to warn againſt it; 

« becauſe no ſolid exhortation can be built 
«on a danger not poſſible to come to 
« paſs||.” But, 2. I deny that here is any 
ſuppoſition at all. For the word, i, is 
not in the original. Mr. J7/e/ey has juſtly 


| obſerved, that © The words are, Ad ute 


Ts d. pi are Tepzmiow ras That 
« is, in plain Engliſh, it is impoſſible to 
© renew again unto repentance, thoſe Who 
« were once enlightened and have fallen 
« way.“ Dr. J/hitby renders «a: Tapa- 


TerovTAas, © and yet fall away k.“ It is there- 


fore certain, as oh Goodwin has well ob- 

ſerved, that here is no Hypothetical fign 

5 «© or 

|' Ibid, See page 157, 158. | 2 Predeſtination calm- 

ly conſidered, page 65. Third Edit, * Diſcourle on 
the Five Points, page 404. 3d edit. 
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& or conditional particle: 


* 


and therefore 


T conclude, that the apoſtle was not ſpeak. 
ing of an imaginary falling away, which 


in reality, could never happen ; but of ſuch 
as was very poſſible in itſelf, and which 

he Chriſtian Hebrews were in very great 
Jan cer of. The venerable Archbiſhop Cran- 


mer quotes this paſſage in proof of the 


poſſibility of the falling away of thoſe who 


are juſtified ; „It is xo DovsT,” ſaid he, 


„but although WE BE ONCE JUSTIFIED, 
«YET WE MAY FALL THEREFROM, by 


our own free will and conſenting unto 
in, and following the defires thereof, 
For albeit the houſe of our conſcience be 
once made clean, and the foul ſpirit be 


« *« expelled from us by baptiſm or penance: 


«. yet if we wax idle and take not heed, he 


will return with ſeven worſe ſpirits, and 


. poſſels us again. AND ALTHOUGH WE 


CBE ILLUMINATED, AND HAVE TASTED 


5 THE HEAVENLY GIFT, AND BE MADE 
«© PARTAKERS OF THE HOLY GHOST: YET 


<6 * AY WE FALL AND DISPLEASE Gob. 
«© Where- 


+ Redemption Redeemed, page 283, Scct. 18. 5 


; ts f 


(61 
; « Wherefore as St. Paul faith, He that 


*. tandeth, let him take heed that he fall 
ich „ not*.” Dr. Heylyn ſaith, If they fall 
uch away, means, cc If they apoſtatize p. The 
ich 7 | Dutch Annotators on the place ſay, “ Axp 
"cat Hv raLLING away {or falling ;] whereby 
an- : « we are not to underſtand all kinds of fins 
tne Wl ce whereinto true believers ſometimes fall, 
vio as David, Peter, &c. who afterwards 
he, Wc came to repentance 3 but a TOTAL TAL I- 
ED, . ING, or APOSTASY from che Chriſtian 
by RELIGIONS,” : 


unto BY But what kind of falling o was it which : 
of. Wihe apoſtle apprehended them to be in dan- 


C be Iver of? I anſwer, It was rorAl AND 

tbe rixaL arosTasy. The truth of this 
nce: ¶ propoſition will fully appear by conſidering, 
„he firſt, what the apoſtle apprehended they 


were in danger of falling from. And, 1. 
He ſuppoſed them in danger of falling from 


TED divine, goſpel illumination. 2. From taſt- 
ADE Wing the heavenly gift. 3. From partaking 
YET Wof the Holy Ghoſt, 4. From * — the 
3OD. e good 
jere- 

* See the chapter on Juſtification, in the 1 
8. BARY DocrRINE AND EU DIT ION FOR ANY CHRIS- 


ax MAN. 4 Heylyn on the place. 5 See Dutch 
\nnot, | ML VV . 
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good word of God. And, 5. From rafting fe 
the powers of the world to come. Add e 
to this, ſecondly, the conſideration of thei fa 
effects and conſequences of this falling 1 
And, 1. The apoſtates are ſaid, avracavpir, toi N 

_ erucify Chriſt a ſecond time; and , to 
- v27i(Zus, to inflict open puniſhment on him: co 
and, as Dr. Hammond has obſerved, Tha br 
„ muſt need include renouncing and deny: Jet 
ing of Chrift, the looking on him as ſuch an; 
cc 35 the Jews pretended him to be when of 
* they crucified him, that is, an impoſtor\,”}M ex; 
Beza ſaith, © They that erucify him again ſuc 
„ make him a mocking-ſtock to all the 7 
world, and that to their OWN deſtruction, al i x; 
Julian the apoſtate did®,” And in King er 
„ Edward the Sixth's Bible it is, © They. / 
« which are apoſtates, and fin againſt ih:}MWe , 
„Holy Ghoſt, hate Chriſt, crucify ande ? 
« mock him, but to their own deſtruction, Mtian 
and therefore fall into deſparation, and mis 

c cannot repent.” - The 2d effect would eur 


be, that the apoſtates would render ie 
uur, , impoſſible for them to repent; 0 of 
conſe: 

WT 


m. Jes Dr. Hammond e on the FEY Note (a). 
Beza on the PNG... 1 Note on the Paſſage, 


„ 


ſting ſequence their forgiveneſs would be render- 
Add ed as impoſſible; then, of courſe, their 


the Galvation muſt be rendered equally impoſ- 
ling WF fible, and their damnation equally ſure. 


, u Hence it is, that the apoſtle compares them 


dur to the earth which drinketh in the rain that 
him: cometh oft upon it, yet beareth thorns and 
Tha briars; on which account it is, firſt, re- 


dem. jefted ; ſecondly, it is nigh unto curſing 


uch and, thirdly, whoſe end, (that is, the end 
whet of the apoſtate, who is compared to the 


tor d. 
again, 
II the 
ion, at 
King 
They 
aſt ch: 
y and 
auction, 
n, and 
would 
ler it, 
ent; df 
conſe- 


(earth) is ta be burned, © The end of 


in6+.” And Grotius ſpeaking of this 


eurſe; and hell-torments to the burning of 

the field. Once more; The Aſſembly of 
. 1 Divines 

Family Expoſitgr, vol. vi. ps 47. || Grotivs in loc. 

a). | | 

ge. 


ſuch unhappy creatures,” ſays Dr. Dodd-— 
ridge, © SHALL BE EVERLASTING BURN- 


ground obſerves, ** Sentibus et tribulis re- 
% ſpondet contemptus religionis Chriſtiane ; 
t maledifto herili damnatio; incendio pana 
ge henne: the contempt of the Chriſ- 
tian Religion anſwers to the thorns and 

thiſtles—damnation, to the proprietor's 


e 
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Divines ſay, As the earth painfully tilled 
<« and plentifully watered is good for no. 


thing but to be burnt, if inſtead of good 
« fruit it bringeth forth thorns and thiſtles 
„ (© thoſe who have been plentifully wa. 
ce tered with many ſweet ſhowers of the 
worde of Gor, and enriched with divers 


« excellent graces, are good for nothing 
te but to BURN IN HELL FOR EVERMORE®,” 


One Mr. Thomas Moore, in a book entitled, 
An explicit declaration of the Teſtimony 


« of Chriſt,” &c. ſaith, on this paſſage, 
« The briars and thorns here meant, appear 
in this epiſtle to be a letting flip the 


things we have heard, and fo a negled 
| = of the great ſalvation, and a liſtening to 
the deceitfulneſs of fin, and ſo a harden- 
ing our hearts againſt the teachings of 


* the grace of Gop, and allowing in our: 


* ſelves any root of bitterneſs, uncleannefs, 
or prophanenefs, and fo turning from 


him that ſpeaks from heaven, through an 
** unbelieving heart departing from the 
© living Gop. And then a neglect. of the 

: OE 5 Ordi 
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« ordinances of Chriſt, and a forſaking the 
« aſſemblies of the ſaints ; and then cruci- 
« fying to themſelves the Son of Gop 

« afreſh, and putting him to an open ſhame. 
« And ſo when fallen from ſuch a faith, by 
« the Oracles of Gop faſtened on ſuch a 
« foundation, and affording ſuch princi- 
« ples ; they have trodden under foot the 
« Son of Gop; and have counted the blood 


«of the 1 where with they were 


« ſanctified, as an unholy thing, and have 


« done deſpite to the Spirit of grace, Theſe _ 


« are briars and thorns ; and theſe not re- 
« penting, but continuing thus crucifying 


| « Chriſt, &c. even themſelves are briars | 


« and thorns, nigh | to curſing, being _ 5 
«ed, and their end is to be burned : and 
« this juſtly and deſervedly. 
« the truth, goodneſs, and riches of the 

« faith, taught by ſuch divine oracles, and 


brought on ſuch a foundation; affording 


« ſuch principles, ſweet experiences, and 
«« e bleſſed hope, all ſo watered from heaven ; 
"as in others brought forth meet fruits ; 
" but the rewarding evil for good have ſo 
60 « foully : 


e of oy 
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CL foully departed ; ; and continue contemn- 
ing, and bring forth briars and thorns, till 
* they” [themſelves] © become briars and 
a thorns : ſo that even in this demonſtra- 
e tion of the equity, juſtneſs, and holineſs 
« of God's proceeding, the faith they fell 
« from, and that others abiding in, are 1 
« found fruitful, and exhorted to abide, | 


«« appears to be true, and of the right 


« kind.“ From all that has been ſaid, I 
conclude, that the falling away here ſpoketi 
of, is nothing leſs than TOTAL and PINAL 
ApPOST ASN. 


Before I difmifs this paſſage, 1 ſhall add 


A few teſtimonies to ſhew that learned and 


pious Calviniſts as well as Arminians de- 


clare, that it is zofal and final apoſtaſy which 
is ſpoken of in this paſſage. So Diodati : 
Thoſe who © fall away—not by ſome par- 
« ticular ſin of human frailty, but by an 
* EN TIRE and voluntary APoSTASY and 
s renouncing of the faith, do return to their 
ſtate of ſpiritual death, and TOTAL $E- 


«© PARATION FROM Gop, as they were 


60 before 


See the above Declaration, dc. p. 599+ 


(09 3. 


before their vocation.— He | the apoſtle} 
« ſhews the IMPOSSIBILITY OF SUCH APOS- | 
« TATES' REPENTANCE, for their killing 
« Chriſt maliciouſly*.” So the author of 

Critica Sacra, If they ſhall fall 4 ; 


* ALTOGETHER, TOTALLY ; Prolapfi, i 


« off, prorſus laph. Anſelm. Notat r : 


« verſalem ab evangelio defeRionem. CALVIN; 
« This place muſt be underſtood of a wil- 


ful malicious apoſtaſy$.” Dr. Dodgdridge's 
paraphraſe is, If they ToTaLLY fall 


L 


© away;” and he obſerves in his Note, 
that © It is certain the words, fall away, 


ce MUST be underſtood thus; or it would 
ee prove, contrary to the plaineſt fact, that 
« it is impoſſible to recover Chriſtians who 
« have fallen into great and wilful fins.” 
D. Dickſon, profeſſor of Divinity in the 
Univerſity of Glaſgow, ſaith, The apoſtle 
«© preſuppoſeth, except they ſtudy to make 


cc progreſs, they ſhall go backward : and 
« that going backwards, tendeth to apoſta- 


60 ſy: and that voluntary and compleat 
60 apoſtaſy from known truth doth harden 
rn the 


* is Diadati on che ons: Leigh on the place, 


+ Family * 
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the heart from repentance, and cutteth 
i off a man from merey*.” The learned 
T rapp expounds it thus: * If they ſhall fall 


* away—TOTALLY and FINALLY, as Judas 


* and Julian did.“ The Afembly of Di. 
vines, on Chap. vi. verſe 4. ſay, that“ The 


«apoſtle obſerving that the Hebrews were 
ready to revolt from the Chriſtian faith, 
into Judaiſm, and by little and little to 
4 fall into the unpardonable ſin which he 
« here deſcribes, labours to keep them 
& from both: firſt by manifeſting the dan- 
ger of ſuch a relapſe T. Again, on verſe. 
6. they ſay, Fall away—that is, by uni- 
« verſal apoſtaſy, into Judaiſm, or Pagan 
E iſm," maliciouſly and deſpitefully con- 

: c temning and perſecuting the faith of 
« Chriſt; of whoſe truth they were con- 
4 vinced in their conſciences by the Holy 
« Ghoſth.” Biſhop Fell, on chap vi. verſe 
6. ſays, The apoſtle ſpeaks of an uni- 
A yerſal apoſtaſy from Chriſtianity back to 
_ Judaiſm.” - Mr. Sam. Clark, on thoſe 
185 words, 8 


* * See Dickſon on the place, 7 Trapp's Con. : 


ment, page 374. F Oy" J Comment, $ 1 Ibi 


4 Fell on the place. 


We 
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words, For it is impoſſible, &c. ſays, © Ir 
concerns you to make ſome progreſs in 
6 Chriſtianity, becauſe the neglect thereof 
„ makes way for apoſtaſy*.“ The conti- 
% nuators of Pool, ſay, The foregoing 
« counſel the Spirit enforceth on the He- 
© brews, from the danger of apoſtaſy, to 
e which the neglect of it doth diſpoſe them, 
W © and the terrifying conſequences of it, 
(from verſe 4. to 9. We muſt go on to 


4e perfection uvleſs we will DRAW BACK 


4 TO PERDITION; ſo he beſpeaks 
= < them : you have been ſluggiſh and dull, 
= © and going backward already; leſt you 


« grow worſe, ſtir up yourielves ; if you 
&« neglect it, YOU ARE IN DANGER OP 


« UTTERLY FALLING AWAYS.” 


The learned Beza faith on the place, He 


0 the apoſtle] addeth a moſt ſharp threat - 
«© ning of the CERTAIN DESTRUCTION 
that ſhall come to them who fall from 


« Gop. and his religion.” Again: © He 
the apoſtle] ſpeaketh of a general back- 


_ © fliding, and ſuch as do ALTOGETHER 


FALL 


Clark on the place, $ Pool on the place, 


_ es Os 1+ 


C993 
e FALL AWAY FROM THE FAITHt,” Co- 
marus, and Facobus Capellus, on the place, 
(as quoted by Pool) tell us that the ſenſe of 
it is, © Definite retrocedere, ne abducemini in 
« defeftionem ac ruinam prorſus inſanabilem :" 
Ceaſe to draw back, leſt you FALL inTo 


© ApPOSTASY, and into a DESTRUCTION AL- 
00 TOGETHER WITHOUT REMEDY?” Calvi 
ſays on theſe words, of the apoſtles, If they 


« fall away, &c. that the perſons ſpoken 


© of are not men, “ qui aliqua in parte 
« D eum offendunt, ſed qui ejus gralid ſe peni- 
« tus abdicant,” who are gvilty of ſome 
partial offence before Gop; but who totally 


« abdicate or abandon his gracet. Filſon, 
author of the Chriſtian Dictionary, expounds 


5 To fall away, “By univerfal apoſtaſy into 
„ Judaiſm or Paganiſm, maliciouſly and 
5 8 deſpitefully contemning, perſecuting, or 


© oppoſing the faith of Chriſt; of whoſe 


« truth they are convinced in their conſci- 
« ences by the Holy Ghoſth.” In the Book 
of Homilies we are told, that * In the ſixth 
and tenth Chapters of the epiſtle to the 


ec Hebrews, 


+ Beza in 1 * Synop. Crit. ii. loc. 4 Calv, i in loc. 
8 Chriſtian 7 on the place. 2 


OCs 


[7 * 
« Hebrews,” the apoſtle is ſpeaking of 


« The FINAL falling away from Chriſt and 
©« his goſpel, which is a fin againſt the 
« Holy Ghoſt, that ſhall never be forgiven, 


60 becauſe that they do UTTERLY forſake 


« the known truth, do hate Chriſt and his 
«& word, they do crucify and mock him, 


“ (but to their utter deſtruction) and 


ec therefore _ into os and can- 
Fa not repent®,” 
But it may be ſaid, « The apoſiaſy' here | 
1 ſpoken of by the apoſtle, is not to be un- | 
derſtood of true believers; but of hypo- 
crites and falſe profeſſors.“ To this I an- 
ſwer, firſt, It has already been demonſttat- 
ed that the perſons ſpoken of wete true 
believers, and genuine Chriſtians. Second- 
ly, To ſuppoſe them to be any other than 
true believers, is abſurd and contradidory. 


For if they were only hypocrites and carnal 
profeſſors, they never properly ſtood, and 


therefore could not fall. Again, it ey 
were only carnal. hypocrites, they had no 


genuine repentance ; and therefore, to talk 


GEES of 


* Firſt part of the Hom, on Repentance. 
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of RENEWING them again to that which 
they never had, is abſurd with a witneſs! 


If it is ſaid, that “ They had common 
grace, from which they might fall ;” then 
I aſk, Would hypocrites, by falling from 


this common, unſaving grace, crucity unto. 


themſelves the Son of Gop afreſh, and put 
him to an open ſhame ? And would they, 

by falling from this counterfeit grace, be 
rejected, and nigh unto curſing, and at laft 
be burned ? And is the fin of falling from 


ſuch falſe, ineffectual grace, fo aggravated, _ 
that it 1s impoſſible to renew unto repen- 


ance thoſe who have once been guilry of 
it 


Again, it may be objected farcher, that 
the apoſtle ſays, verſe 9.“ Bur, beloved, 
We are perſuaded better things of you, and 


+! 
Tn 


mings that accompany ſalvation, though 


we ſpeak thus.” True: but then the 


oucſtion is, What does he mean? It is 


impoſſible he ſhould mean, We have a full, 


abſolute perſuaſion, that you cannot let this 


great ſalvation flip ; that you cannot poſh- 
bly let go the conligence and the rejoicing 


of 


th 


. 


of the hope; that you cannot harden your 


hearts as in the provocation; that you are 


incapable of an evil heart of unbelief in 
departing from the living Gop; that you 
cannot be hardened through the deceitful- 


neſs of ſin, or fall through unbelief. Had 


this been his meaning, how came he to ſup- 
poſe that they were in danger of theſe evile, 


and to write a whole epiſtle to prevent their 
falling into them ? What! did an inſpired 
apoſtle caution them againſt letting the 
great ſalvation ſlip, while he was abſolutely 
P do it! ! Did 
he, in the moſt ſolemn manner, Warn them 
not to depart from the living God, while he 
had an abſolute perſuaſion that it was im- 
poſſible ? *Tis abſurd and impious once to 


perſu uaded that they could no 


imagine it. No: if the apoſtle (I will not 


ſenſes, he did not write this verſe on 


| purpoſe to contradict all the reſt of the 


epiſtle. 


But what then did be mend! I anſwer, 
that he was perſuaded, firſt, that theſe He- 
brews were not THEN of the number a- 
bovementioned; that! is, that they were not 
62 5 apoſtates 


1 
q poſtates AT THAT TIME ; and, ſecondly, 
that he hoped, or believed, IN A 1 


OP CHARITY, that they never would. 


That this matter may be ſet in a clear 
USht, let it be obſerved, 1. That before the 
writing of this epiſtle, great numbers of 


the converted Hebrews had already totally 


poſtatized from Chriſt and his goſpel : 
and 2. that many of thoſe who were not yet 
thus fallen, began to abate in their attach. 
ment to Chriſt, and were in danger of imitat- 


i» g their brethren, by a like total apoſtaſy, 


N ow, as the awful threatnings made uſe 
in the preceding verſes were intended 
10 alarm their fears, and thereby to pre: 
vent their ruip, the apoſtle Was apprehen- 


ive that ſome of them might make a wrong 
| uſe thereof, by concluding that he thought 


their caſe already defperate ; and that, be- 
cauſe they had begun to decline, he thought, 


that by ſo doing, they had crucified unto 
1 hemfelves the Son of Gop afreſh, and put 


kim to an open ſhame : and that, therefore, 
he thought they were the perſons who were 
incapable of repentance, and who reſembled 


6786 


the earth which was rejected, and nigh unto 
curſing, whoſe end was to be burned. 


To prevent, or remove this miſtake, the 


apoſtle added theſe words, „ Beloved, we 
are perſuaded better things of you, and 
W things which accompany ſalvation, though _ 
W we ſpeak thus.“ As if he had ſaid, Though 

= we ſpeak with ſuch ſeeming ſeverity, and 
lay before you ſuch dreadful conſiderations; 
you muſt not hence conclude that we look 
upon you AS ALREADY in that dreadful 
condition. For we are perſuaded bettet 
things of you; namely, that, AT PRESENT | 
you are in a ſtate of ſalvation, and in the 
way to the full and eternal enjoyment of it: 
and the great love we have for you gives us 
a charitable perſuaſic ion, or hope, that you 
will continue therein. Nevertheleſs, as we 


ſee you expoſed to great dangers, we think 


| it our duty to warn you in the moſt ſolemn. 


manner. 


An excellent commentator who wrote on 
this epiſtle about the year 1646, and who 
is ſtrongly recommended by Mr. Jon 
Downame, expounds this paſſage thus; 
«Iam perſuaded that you are YET in ther 


G3. «+ tate 


11 
« fate that ye may be faved, if ye have a 


«will to it.” Mr. Y/eſley's expoſition is, c 

0 « We are perſuaded you are Now ſaved « 

j &« from your fins: and that ye have that 3» 

0 « faith, love, and holineſs which leads to 4 

: * final ſalvation, though we ſpeak thus to 2 

warn you, left you ſhouid fall from your L 

} oy © preſent ſteadfaſtneſs.* Profeſſor Dickſon 1 

j WL tells us that the apoſtle 40 MITIGATETH T 

„ Hs THREATNING, for fear of hurting , 

1 their faithh.” The learned Beza faith, 0 

ö He [che apoſtle} MITIGATETH and As- by 

| *$SUAGETH all that ſharpneſs, HoPING ” 

| „better of them to whom he writeth. J. a 

. | | . Doddridze's paraph raſe is, „ We have wy 

\ « this chearſu! expecZation concerning you, il © 

# though we think ourſelves obliged thus 8 

| * to ſpeak ; that nothing may be wanting M 

10 in you againſt the greateſt dan— ba 

« gert,” The Cx alvinian Aſſembly expound oh 

| the paſſage thus: © But beloved——To ” 

1 moderate and ſcreeten his former harſh- 2 

4 * bels, here he ſhews his good opinion wi 

5 which he had of the Hebrews, and to — 
| «c comforr 

7 See Weſley on the place. $ Di ckſon on the place, 5 

1 ö e Bea in loc. 4 Tau epo on 


lace, 


1 


« comfort them, by giving them aſſurance 
& of Gop's mercy in rewarding them, if 


« they continue ſteadfaſt in their profeſſion, 
“See chap. x. 39*.” —© Temperat anſteri- 


e fatem fee e, ſays Eraſ- 
mus: the apoſtle tempers here the ſeve- 


rity of the preceding expreſſions. Mr. 


Henry ſaith, The apoſtle having applied 


«himſelf to the fears of theſe Hebrews, 


« for the exciting their diligence, and pre- 


« venting their APOSTASY, now proceeds 


to apply himſelf to their hopes, and can- 
* didly declares the good hope,” (not the 
abſolute perſuaſion) © he had concerning | 
« them, that they would perſevere; and 
1 6 propoſes to them the great encouragement . 
4 they had in the way of their duty$.” 


Mr. Thomas More ſaith, © And now in 


« his ſuppoſition he ſet forth before them 
« the heinouſneſs of the fin and danger of 
60 « ſuch departing and falling away; compar» 
« ing ſuch tranſgreſſions and tranſgreſſors, 
to briars and thorns, whoſe end is to be 
WS burned, he mollifies the harſhneſs of his 


6c. ſentence 


wy Aſſembly' $ Aunot. } Eraſm, in loc. 5 Henry 
en the place, „„ 


$ 
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c Ire perſuaded better things of you, and 
« we thus ſpeak ; which plainly ſhews the 
better things to be better than thorns and 


08 * briars which tended to damnation ; and 


6 1 was directed to Them; elſe they 


the apoſtle to warn the Hebrews, by 


« —and you are upon that rock, &c. Hold 
| « faſt therefore your confidence ; take heed 
40 leſt any of you fall through an evil heact 


an unſtable rock, on which, not you, but | 
« ſome others are built. And they that are 
c built on that rock of inſtability, if they 


« no more riſe#,” «© "wy theſe words, ” ſay 


7 - * LS, widen of 
STR a 
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„ 


ce ſentence in reſpect of them, and ſaith, We 


8 things that accompany ſalvation, though 


i: ſhews alſo that his ſpeech | in the warn- 


© needed not to be mollified with, Though 
«© we thus ſpeak. Surely none would fancy 


« ſneaking at ſuch a rate as this! There 18 


cc a rock of ſtability, on which whoeyer 
* once believ eth“ can no more fall off 


« of unbelief : and give us leave to fear 
« leſt any of you come ſhort; for there is 


ce abide, they periſh; if they fall, they can 


the 


* More's Works, page 613. 


New Teſtament on the Place. 


1 


the Dutch Annotators, « the apoſtle molli- 
« fies the former threatning, and declares 
« jn that which follows, why he ſets before 
« them the grievous puniſhment of apoſlates, 


W «© ramely, not that he held them to be ſuch, 
« but to warn them, and to exhort them 


« to hold faſt to the doctrine of the goſ- 


« pel, and to Gop's promiſes*.” Father 
Queſuel's remark is, © 111 does that perſon 
« underſtand the art of gaining upon the 
„minds of men, who is always full of 
40 reproaches and invectives. If we find 


« them dejected by the dread of damna- 


cc tion, and by our upbraiding them with 
their impenitency, we muſt raiſe their 
e ſpirits oy marks of our ESTEEM and . 
3 %%% On. 
From all that hath been faid, we learn; | 


1. That they are not different perſons who 


are ſpoken of in this, and the preceding 
5 verſes, but one and the ſame. 2. That all 


that is intended in this verſe is, to ſofter 


| the ſeeming ſeverity of the former remarks, 
leſt the FICDraWs, inſtead of being ſtirred 


up 


v See Dutch as on | the Place, l Queſhel's 


1 

Up to godly jealouſy, by what was ſaid, 
ſhould abandon themſelves to deſpair, 
Now of this interpretation I obſerve two 
things, 1. It preſerves, (yea, and is abſo- 
ſolutely neceſſary to preſerve) the con- 
nexion and coherence of the place. And, 
2. That on this account it is, that the moſt 
learned and candid among the calvinian 
writers are conſtrained to infert it. 


9. The next proof that falling away Was 
the evil intended by the apoſtle, we have 
in verſe 11. of this chapter. And we 
deſire that every one of you do ſhew the 
ſame diligence to the full aſſurance of hope 
unto the end.“ On this paſſage, I obſerve, 
That perſeverance to the end was that which 
. the apoſtle had ſtill in view : therefore the 

evil he ſuppoſed them to be in danger of 

was that of ayosTASY, or of not perſever- 
ing to the end. And it is very obſervable, 
with what prudence the apoſtle proceeds in 
labouring to prevent the apoſtaſy of theſe 
Hebrews. From the 4th to the 8th verſe, 
| he uſes an argument of great terror, to alarm 
their fears. Then, leſt this ſhould terrify them 

| | | too. 


1 


too much, in the gth and 1oth verſes, he lifrs 
them up by declaring that he was perſuad- 


cd better things of them, © For Gop 1s 
not unrighteous, ſays he, to forget your 
works and labour of love, which ye have 


ſhewed towards his name, in chat ye have 2 
miniſtered to the ſaints, and do miniſter. 


« And now again,” ſays a learned author, 


« leſt they ſhould be too confident of them- 
« ſelves—and flatter themſelves with an in- 
« fallible hope of ſalvation, he ſhews them 
1 Ki their wants, that being thus reduced to a 
© temper, that they night not deſpair of 
« ſalvation, nor preſume of it.” And that 
they might not thus preſume, We deſire, 
{aid the apolile, that every one of you may 
ſhew the ſame diligence, that you have 


formerly ſhewn, and ſtill are ſhewing, unto 


the full aſſurance of hope unto the end : 


that is, according to Dr. Doddridge, * in 


« order to ESTABLISH the full aſſurance of 
your hope, even unto the end of your 


6 Chriſtian courſe} 255 For, according to 


| Father Queſnel, © It is not ſo much good 
s «© © works, as PERSEVERANCE in them, which 
e aſſures 
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ce aflures our hope®.”—T heſe words, unto 


the end, may be applied, firſt, unto the 
diligence which the apoſtle recommends; 
and then the meaning is, that he deſired 


the Hebrews might continue this unto the 
end; which ſuppoſes that there was a poſ. iW 
fübility of their not doing it. Or, ſecondly, 
they may be applied to the full aſſurance of 


hope; and then the meaning is, that they 
ought to keep up their former diligence 
that this full aſſurance might continue to 


the end; which ſuppoſes it poſſible for it 
not to continue: or which is the ſame, that 
they might apoſtatize from its; 


10. The next paſſage which I ſhall pro- 


duce in proof of the point is, chap; x. verſe 
23. Let us hold faſt the profeſſion of our 
' eamiPog, hope, without wavering.” The 
hope here ſpoken of was, undoubtedly, the 
hope of everlaſting life. And the profel- 
ſion of it, was that which the Hebrews had 
firſt made at their baptiſm, and continued 
to make to the time the apoſtle wrote this 


epiſtle, 
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„ * Baxter on the place. 


„ | 
epiſtle. Now, when he exhorted them to 
hold faſt this profeſſion, he tacitly acknow- 
ledged that there was a poſſibility of their 
not holding it faſt; or, in other words, of 
their falling away from it. And in ſup- 


& poſing this, he ſuppoſed there was a poſſi- 
bility of their not holding faſt the practice 


which was the effect of their profeſſion. 


; And then that there was a poſſibility of their 


not holding faſt the hope itſelf. For it is 
certain, that when the profeſſion, &c. of 
this hope was gone, the hope itſelf could 
not continue. Hence Mr. Baxter's com- 
ment is, © Let us, againſt all ſubtle, de- 
« ceitful adverſaries, againſt all cruel per ſe- 


8 ** cutors, under all trials and ſufferings, 


* HOLD FAST both our bope and faith, and 
« the open PROFESSION of it.“ The 


Continuators of Pool expound the words 


thus: © Let us therefore PERSEVERE in 


the FAITH and hop of him; really, 


© aftually, STEADFASTLY RETAINING, with 


«all our might and power, whatſoever 
Fs inſinuations may be uſed to entice us, or 


'H violence 


— 


( 8 ) 


6 violence of perſecution to force us from 
it, RETAINING it ſtill in our mind, will, 
e affections and operations*.” Mr. Henry 
ſaith, „Our ſpiritual enemies will do 
« what they can to e. our faith, and 
hope, and holineſs, and comfort, our os 
< 0vR HANDS; but we muſt yoLD FPast 
c Our religion as our beſt treaſure. The 
« manner how we muſt do this, is, without 
© wavering, without doubting, without diſ- 
* nuting, without dallying with tempta- 
tion to apoſtaſy”—* They that begin to 
ce waver in matters of Chriſtian faith and 
56 practice, ARE IN DANGER OF FALLING 
« AWAY," The Dutch Annotators fay, 
t Let us hold faſt, that! is, STEADFASTLY 
„RET AIx, Without turning from it, or be- 
« ing ſeduced from it, the unwavering 
c profeſſion of hope: namely, WHICH 15 
«1x vs{|.” This paſſage then is another 
demonifration that the apoſtle” s caution is 
againſt APOSTASY, 


11, Again, verſe 2 5. 6e Not forſaking 
the allembling of ourſelves together, as the 


manner 


1 pool Comment. + nenn Comment. on the 
place. Dutch Annot. on a the riace. 


. ˙ en a a 


"wo 
a I'S 


bad example. 
advice he here gives them, 15 Negativ ely : 
not to forfake theſe aſſemblies, 2. Affir May. 
rely: but to exhort one another, „To 
e perſeverance in the faith,” ſays Dr. n 


$. 3 


manner of ſome is: but exhorting one ano- 
ther, and ſo much the more as ye ſee the day 
approaching.“ It is certain that the aſſem- 

blies here ſpoken of, were the public and 
1 private aſſemblies of the Chriſtian church. 


Now when the apoſtle ſaid to theſe He- 
brews, © Not forſaking the aſſembling of 
gere together, as the manner of e 

s,” he in effect declared, 1. That ſome of 
5 had already done this. And, 2. T hat 
he ſaw that thoſe to whom he wrote the 
epiſtle were in danger of following their 
e. This is evident from the 


Y. And ſo much the more as ye ſee the 


day approaching, which will put an end 
to all your preſent troubles. Eftius on the 


place obſerves, that the apoſtle exhorts the 
Hebrews, ©* Ne ecclefram deſerant per ſchiſ- 


« ma, aut apoſtaſiam, ad quam Hebræi pro- 


« clives erant. Sie Latini fere We 


* 4 


8 See Whitby on the place, * sys. Crit, | in. los 
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Not to forlake the church by ſchiſm or 


APOSTASY, to which the Hebrews were 
inclined : * this is, ſaid he, the almoſt 


© GENERAL SENTIMENT OF THE LATIN 
« FATHERS,” Mr. Henry ſaith, „ We 


6 have the means preſcribed for preventing 


El. our APOSTASY, and promoting our fide- 


10 lity and PERSEVERANCE, ver. 24, 25, &c.“ 


Again: There were in the apoſtles time, 
e and mould be in every age, Chriſtian 
e aſſemblies for the worſhip of Gov, and 
© for mutual edification. And it ſeems, 
ca even in thoſe times there were ſome who 
. * forſook theſe aſſemblies, and ſo began to 
< apoſtatize from religion itſelf, The com- 
«© munion of ſaints 1 is a great help and pri- 
„ vilege, and a good means of ſteadineſs 
« and perſever anced.“ Again: © After 


« having mentioned theſe means of eſtab- 
„ liſhment, the apoſtle proceeds, in the 


wy cloſe of the chapter, to enforce. his 
** exhortations TO PERSEVERANCE, and 
66 AGAINST APOSTASY, by many yer 


<6 weighty conſiderations, ver. 26, 27, Cel. 


The 
| & Heury on the place, | Ibid. 


67 


The calvinian Dickſon's remark is, * That 
mutual edification of Chriſtians among, 


« themſelves” “ is a ſpecial help to con- 


| «© fancy in true religion, and a preferva- 
« tive againſt A os TAS V.:“ which abun- 


dantly ſhews, that, according to the judg- 
ment of this learned Calviniſt, APOSTAST 


© was the evil which the apoſtle was labour- 


ing t to prevent. 


12. The next FORTS of the buſineſs; in 
hand we have in the 26th and following 
verſes. © For if we fin wilfully, after that 
we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there remaineth no more ſacrifice for 


fin: verſe 27. But a certain fearful looking 


for of judgment and fiery indignation, 


which ſhall devour the adverſaries. Verſe 


28. He that deſpiſed Moſes' law. died. 
without mercy under two or three wit. 
neſſes: verſe 29. of how much ſorer pu- 
niſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought 
Wy worthy, who hath trodden underfoot the 
Son of Gop, and hath counted the blood of 
[the covenant wherewith he was ſanCtificd. au 


H * Une 
F Dickſon on the pl ice, 


( 88 ) 
unholy thing, and "_ done deſpite unto 


the Spirit of grace,” 
Obſerve, 1, The ſin here ſpoken of is, a 


wilful FALLING AWAY. This is evident, 
firſt, from hence, it is ſaid to be done, eve 
wilfully. The Geneva tranſlation renders it, 


Scientes et volentes, wittingly and willingly. 
They who thus ſinned, did it, not through 


ignorance, as carnal and unenlightened peo. 
ple often do; but they did it with their 
eyes quite open. Calvin ſaith,, “ Non bo. 
* quitur de particularibus lapſibus, ſed it 
e univerſali defectione, qua illi ultro, ſcientes, 
et volentes, ſe ab ecclęſiæ ſocietate et « 
« Chriſto alienabant atque abdicabant:? — 


He [the apoſtle] does not ſpeak of parti- 
cular falls; but of an aniverſal defection, 
by whieh they, of their own accord, know. 


_ ingly, and willingly, left the ſociety of the 


church, and renounced THEIR INTEREST 


IN Cunts. So Baxter : * The dreadtul 
« caſe of apoſiates muſt deter you : for if you 


« wILFULLY forſake Chrift and Chriſtiani- 


4 67 after mou have received the knowledge 
(„ of 


Calvin in loc. 


( 8 ) 


«of the truth of it, BY THE Seigir“, . 
Secondly, it is ſaid to be done after re- 


ceiving, er Th axufues; the acknow- 


ledgment of the truth: after they had, not 
only heard the truth; but after they had 
inwardly experienced it, and had outward. 


ly acknowledged it. The continuators of 


Pool, on theſe words ſay, Who finneth 


« at a higher rate than a Jew againſt Moſes's 


« Jaw, being an AyosSTATE from the goſ- 


« pel, a revolter from, and a rebel againſt 


« ith.” The Dutch Annotators ſay, “ For 
if we fin wilfully—that is, wilfully ALL 
« AWAY FROM THIS FAITH, which the 
«« apoſtle hath here deſcribed, as hereafter 
ein verſe 29. this fin is more largely de- 
A clared, which the apoſtle alſo, as hereto- 
„fore, chap. vi. verſe 6. calleth a falling 
= away. He ſpeaketh not here, then, of 
4 every kind of fin or falling away; but of 
e that ſin which Chriſt calleth the blaſphe- 


60 m againſt the Holy Ghoſt}. 92 
+: Obſerve, 


5 1 on the place. 5. en Comments 
1 Dutch Aunot. on the place. * 


8 r * — 
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Obſerve, 2. That it is TOTAL Ax r- 
NAL APOSTASY Which is here ſpoken of. 
This is evident, firſt, from thoſe effects of 


this ſin which reſyect Gon and his grace. 
1. He who hath thus ſinned, hath trodden 


underfoot the Son of Gop : that is, he hath 
treated him in the moſt contemptuous man- 
ner, as if he were dung and droſs. Theo- 
 pbhylaft, Ambroſe, and Primaſius, expound. 
| xd]and]ew, ©* contemn and deſyiſe Chriſt ;” 
and the author of Critica TONY renders it 
« Extremity of contempt.” 2. He hath. 

| counted the blood of the 3 ty where- 


with he was ſanCtified, an unholy, aver, an 


unclean thing. Dr. Dodariage's paraphraſe 


a common or an unclean thing, like 


5 pt blood of a male factor juſtly executed 
« for his crimes- .“ Pool quotes Goma- 
rus, Eſtius, Menochius, Ribera, and Gro- 
tins, as ſaying that this paſſage belongs, 
Ad apoſtatam, qui eo. ſandificatus dicitur, 


« }, e. redemptus, emundatus a peccatis, &c. 
« a vitiis purgatus, ſunctuſque ſactus, remiſſi- 


onem peccatorum, et Jandtificationem conſe» 


« cutus.“ 


l See Doddrdge © on the 5 


counted it ſo. 3 


F 


C 21 5. 


« cutus,” to an ArosTAT E, who on that 
account is ſaid to have been ſanctiſied, i. e. 
redeemed, cleanſed from his fins, &c. mad 
pure from his vices, and holy; having ob- 


tained remiſſion of ſins, and ſanCtification||. 


And the Continuators of Poo! tell us that, 
E @ wytzodn, in, or by which he was ſanc- 


« tified, 1s BY MOST interpreters referred 


to the ArosTATES}.”—When the apoſ- 


tle ſaid that the apoſtate counted the blood 


of the covenant a common , Unclean, or an 

| unholy thing, he meant, that the apoſtate's 
behaviour was exactly ſuch as if he had 
He hath done deſpite to 
the Spirit of "ng That is, he hath 
treated that good Spirit, which was graci- 
ouſly beſtowed on him, for -gracious pur- 
poſes, as if he was a moſt vile and hateful 
enemy. Diodati expounds it thus, DO 
« deſpite—by fecret or open blaſphemies, 
« with thoughts, deeds, and words, againſt | 
« Gop's truth which hath been revealed 
«* unto him, and the certainty whereof hath 
4 been REVEALED IN HIS HEART BY THE 

„ = M Hor r 


Syn. Crit, in loc, f Pool's chitin 


1 


40 1 Guosr§. Dr. IWhitby ſays, C To 
do deſpite unto the Spirit of grace, can- 
| 27 ſignify leſs than that which our 
Lord ſtiles the fin againſt the Holy Ghoft, | 
« which men cannot commit, and in their | 
« hearts be Chriſtians*,” Grotius fays, 
* Vides hic etiam eos qui Spiritum acceperant, 
© qui nift juſtificatis non dabatur, defectores 
4 flexi poſſet:“ You ſce here alſo, that 


| thoſe who bad received the Spirit, which was 


not given to any but the juflified, may be- 
come APoSTATESs. The continuators of 
Pool expound the words thus: Injuring, 
« wronging, deſpiſing, greatly grieving, not 
da creature, but Gop the Spirit, the quick- 
„ ening Spirit of dead finners, who fits 
40 them for union with Gop, and in order 
« to it uniteth them to Chriſt and his body, 
« and animateth them; who graciquſly 
4 communicated, to. THESE APOSTATES the 
ce knowledge natural and SUPERNATURAL, 
« which THEY HAD and ABuSED[| 
Again; that it is TOTAL and FINAL 
apottaly which | is here {ſpoken of, is evident, 
ſecondly, 


$ Diodati on the place » Whitby on the place. 
1 Grotius in loc, - |] Pools Comment, | 


not 


Che 


fits 


der 


the 


AL 
ent, 


Tow) 


rendly, from the conſequences of it which 
relate to the apoſtate himſelf. Theſe are, 
1. That Gop looks on the apoſtate as an 


adverſary. This is evident from verſe 27th. 


where he 18 expreſſly called an adverſary. 
He had acted the part of an adverſary in 
treading under foot the Son of Gov, in 
counting the blood of the covenant an un- 
holy thing, and in doing deſpite unto the 
Spirit of grace : and, therefore, Gop judg- 
ed of him according to what he was. 2. 


There remained no more ſacrifice for his 
ſins. As he had rejected, yea trampled on 


that ſacrifice which Gop had provided for 
him; ſo Gop, in righteous judgment, de- 


termined that he ſhould have no other. 3. 


Inſtead of having another ſacrifice, a fiery 
indignation was provided to devour him. 
4. This indignation was to come upon him 
in a ſorer manner than that which came on 
thoſe who deſpiſed the law of Moſes, and 
who died without mercy. I therefore con- 
clude upon the whole, that the apoſtle could 


not here intend any thing leſs than TOTAL 
| AND FINAL ArosrAs x. 


. — 
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And the truth of this concluſion is ſo 
evident, that the moſt learned Calviniſts, as 
well as Arminians have been conſtrained to 
acknowledge it. Pool quotes not only 
Eraſmus, but Beza alſo, and other divines, 
who ſay that the apoſtle fpeaks, De pec- 
e cato apoſiaſi. iz a fide et religione Chriſtiand, 
quo quis ex profeſſo, et in univerſum reſili 
„ Chriſto,” 
the faith, and the Chriſtian religion, where- 


by a man openly, and TOTALLY falls back 


from Chriſt®. Mr. Sam. Clark, on the place 
faith, © It concerns us to uſe all means to 
© PERSEVERE, becauſe APOSTASY is fo 
% dangerous}.” King Edward's Bible hath 
it, For if we ſin wilfully—* That is, for- 
b ſake Jesvs CHRIST, as Judas, Saul, Arius, 
Julian the aposTATE did.” The Aſſem- 
bly of Divines ſay, „The apoſtle doth 
« ſpeak here, not of all kinds of wilful 
e ſin, or falling away; but only of that 
which our Lord CHRIST calleth blaſphe- 
\« my againſt the Ty GhoſtF. So Diodati: 
cc "I 


— Syn. Crit. 3 in loc. t Clark's Comment. 
1 Note on the place. $ 8 8 Annotations, 


of the fin of Arosr As from 


cc 


cc 
6c 
ce 
cc 
« 
14 
T, 
P. 
60 
60 | 
« 


1 


3 


66 
[ 


40 
« 


0 


6 


cc 


5 


1 


6 


34 


ns, 


EW 


« T exhort you to take heed of the firſt 


« degrees of impiety, for by them you * 


| «MAY FALL INTO THE EXTREME, WHICH 


« 18 THE IRREMISSIBLE SIN AGAINST THE 
« HoLy Gnost.” He adds on the word, 


« wilfully, by a TOTAL aPosTaAcy and ex- 


T tinction of the Holy Ghoſt, done purpoſe- | 
y and through malice with delight*.” 
To the ſame purpoſe are the words of 
Profeſſor Dickſon, on verſe 29.“ Ano- 
« ther motive to conſtancy in the truth of 


« religion, taken from the fearful caſe of 
« WILFUL APOSTATES, who ſinning the 


« fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt are ſecluded, 


| & For EVER, from mercy. I ſay, the fin 
406 againſt the Holy Ghoſt; becauſe we mall 


« find the fin here deſcribed, not to be any 


« particular fin againſt the law, but againlt 
e the goſpel: not againſt ſome point of 
« truth, but againſt Chriſt's whole doc- 
| *trine : not of infirmity, but wilfulneſs : 


© not of raſhneſs, but of deliberation, wit- 


| « tingly and willingly : not of ignorance, 


e but after illumination, and profeſſion : 
aq * ſuch e as Jews turned Chriſtians, revolting 

i le - from 
* Diodat on the 2 


* 


4 


from chriſtianity, back again to their 


« former hoſtility againſt Chriſt, did com. 


„ mit*,” By ſinning wilfully, Dr. Gi 
ſays, “ The apoſtle intends a TOTAL APos- 
« TAsY from the truth, againſt light and 
« evidence, joined with obſtinacy .“ Dr. 
Doddr idge on theſe words, trodden un- 
der foot the ſon of Gop, ſays, “ It ap- 


«« pears to me, that this is a deſcription ot 
ga caſe that could only occur, when what 


Was properly the fin againſt the Holy 
© Ghoſt wi 
Trapp : “e For if we fin wilfully againſt the 
« prace of the goſpel, deſpiſing and de- 
66 ſpiting it, as thoſe do that fall into the 


So the learned 


40 un pardonable ſind ,” &c. I ſhall conclude 


this point with the words of Dr. IF hithy, 
66 They fo ſinned that there remained no 


cc more ſacrifice for ſin; but a fearſul 


« looking for of judgment and fiery Indig- 
« nation, and ſo as to do deſpite to the ſpi- 


« rit of grace, by rejecting him as a lying 
« ſpirit, and his gifts and miracles as illu- 


« ſions, and ſo were guilty of the fin 
| 6 again 


* Pick ſon on the place. 2 Gill on the place, 
| Doddridye on the place, C Trapp on the place, 


19) 1 


« againſt the Holy Ghoſt, fell rorau:y 
and FINALLY, is ſo exceeding evident, 


« that I know of none who ever ventured 
« to deny we,” 


13. The next paſſage which ſhews that 
neglecting to perſevere was the evil the 
apoſtle apprehended theſe Hebrews to be 

in danger of, is the 35th verſe of this ſame 
chapter, © Caſt not away therefore, your 
confidence, which hath great recompence 


of reward,” By. confidence, the apoſtle 
intended faith in Chriſt, and liberty of 
freely confeſſing it. And that this conſi- 


dence was a true and genuine one, appears 
from hence, that it had a great recompence 
of reward. Nevertheleſs, theſe Hebrews 


could cAST 1T AWAY, other wiſe the apoſtle 


would not have ſuppoſed they could, by 
bidding them not doit, The continua- 


tors of Pool ſay, that this paſſage “ In- 
« troduceth the laſt direction for helping 
| © on their perſeverance in chriſtianity: and 
add, that * My ameCaaanre, denieth all de- 


„„ grees 


* Whitby on the five pointy, page 407. 


00-7 
„ orees of APOSTASY4.” Facobus Capel. 
lus and Beza (as quoted by Pool} ſay, Ne 
 igitur (cum tam horrendum fit deſertorun 
exitium, Sc.) abjicite, vel Jacturam faci- 
te rei tam pretioſe ; Since the deſtruc- 
tion of APOSTATES is fo horrible, &c. do 
not caſt away, do not throw over-board 


ſo Precious a thing {as your confidence, 
&C, 1804 49 : 


14. Again, verſe 38. Now the juſt ſhall 
live by faith ; but if any man draw back, 
my ſoul ſhall have no pleaſure in him, 
The original word, vriceanrar, is a military 
term, taken from ſoldiers who draw back 
cout of their place, and in whom their cap- 
tain has no delight. Therefore the learn- 
ed Trapp renders it,“ Steal from their 
c colours, run away from their captain{.” 
De. Vpitby hath juſtly obſerved, that © Dr, 
Hammond hath ſhewed from Phavorinus, 


« that this word ſignifies, to draw back, re · 


4 fuſe, and fly from a thing|].” Aretius 
renders Kai tay vgl, Et f ſubduftus 
Fuerit: 


+ Pool's comment on the 3 1 Thid; 1 
$ See Trapp on the place. l e on n the ple 


4 te” Ys a Ts 
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fuerit : and expounds it, Oftendunt autem 
judicium Domini contra apoſtaſiam, et cordis 
pertinaciam ſeu rebellionem, 9. d. rebellio 
fine mord ſeparat ab amore Dei, ex amicis 
| hoſles facit, ex patre Deo inimicum et 
| windicem facit*; the meaning of which is, 
That apoſtaſy and rebellion preſently fepa- 
rate from the love of Gop : of friends 
make men enemies, and make Gop an ene- 
my and an avenger, who was a father. 
The Dutch annotators ſay, „ And if (any 
* one) withdraw [namely, from his faith 
and patient expectation, by. apoſtaſy, and 
« denial of Chriſt and his truth] my ſoul. 
« hath no pleaſure in him.“ The Aſſem- 
bly of Divines ſay, « Draw. back —frona 
« their faith and patient expectation, by 
"IH © rating awar and denying Chriſt. and 
. | © his truth.“ It is therefore certain that 


Dr, the apoſtle was here ſpeaking of falling 

MS, away,—But what kind of falling was it? 

” I anſwer, TOTAL AND FINAL APOSFASY. 

„, kbar it. was total apoſtaſy appears from 

"0s 1 ; + bence, | 4 } | 
* See Aretius in loc, _ | I F 

T + Dutch Annor, on the place, ” 43 

ice: Tn ery" 8 Annotations. 8 | 34 
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hence, Gop ſays, “ My ſoul ſhall have xo 
pleaſure, au evſor, In him. Ove evPoxety, is 
an Hebraiſm, fays Suicerus, in which, as in 

many other places, more is intended than 

expreſſed; and is an expreſſion of the 
ſtrongeſt averſion and abhorrence#. So the 
calvinian author of Critica Sacra ſays, 
More is meant than ſpoken, after a He. 
brew manner of ſpeech, as though he 

„ ſhould ſay, I abhor all thoſe that fall 
away through unbelief+.” The renowned 

=_ . John Goodevin expounds it thus: © My ſoul 

Bl © ſhall have no pleaſure in him, i. e. (ac- 

k |. X * cording to the import of the Hebraiſm), 

o=_ my foul ſhall nate or ABHox him To 

| == « xyx DEATH! „ Now, if Gop has xo 

_ "as pleaſure ! in ſuch a one, but does hate or ab- 

| we | hor him to the death, it muſt be, becauſe he 

| is fallen into total apoſtaſy, I he continu- 
ators of Pool ſay, that “ the Hebrew word 

« here tranflated vncorenret, is variouſly 
« rendered, as clated like a bubble, lifted 


« ſins threatened here; and the Proper ſenſe 
cc of 


* Suicerus Theuſ. PL 1 Lala on the place, 
1 See Redem. Redecmed, page wo. 


% up, making pride and unbelief to be the 


acc 


« of the word here uſed, is, for fear, or 


« light in ſuch a ſoul, 


« ſloth to withdraw, or leave their ſtand- 
«ing; ſo that the meaning in both” (the 
Hebrew and Greek words), „amounts to 


this, If any, out of the pride of their 
s heart, will not depend on Chriſt's righ- 


e teouſneſs, as the Jews would not, or out 
«oof fear and fluggiſhneſs will not hold 


out, but withdraw themſelves in time of 


« perſecution, from their faith and confi- 
« dence in Chriſt, profeſſed, ſhrinking 
through fear, or loſing it through floth, 
« or forſaking it by treachery, either gra- 


| « dually or totally, confiding in themſelves, 
| © and ſo deſpiſing Gop, reject him,, and 


« draw away from him—Gop himſelf will 
« be ſo far from taking any pleaſure or de- 
or vouchſafe it any 
4 joy or life, that his very ſoul abhors it, 


«ig highly diſpleaſed with its fin, and 


« ABOMINATES ITS PERSON. In his diſ- 
« pleaſure is miſery, death, and ETERNAL 
© PERDITION®,” - So Baxter, It any 


man forſake THIS FAITH, and its profeſ- 


14 5 ſion, 


„ Pool's F on the place. 
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£ ſion; either through fraud, flattery or fear 
«cc of men, Gop will forſake hun+.” Fa- 


ther Que ſnel's remark is, “ All the paſt is 


counted for nothing, unleſs PERSEVE- 
0 RANCE ſecures the future. There. 
5 fore Baxter, in another place ſaith, K 
dee any man draw back, Chriſt ſaith, his ſoul 


ce ſhall have no pleaſure in him. Even 


e thoſe that have endured the great fight 
. of affliction, being reproached and made 
« a pazing-ſtock, and that have taken 3oy- 
c tully the ſpoiling of their goods, in aſ. 
«& ſurance of a better and enduring ſub. 
E ſtance, have yet need to be warned, that 


« they caſt not away their confidence, and 
ce draw back to perdition, and loſe not the 


40 reward for want of patience and perle- 
s yerance\.” And that final, as well as to- 
: tal apoſtaſy, is here intended, appears from 
hence, that the apoſtate is ſaid to draw back 


unto aTwaczy, perdition or deftruftion : yea, 


to that perdition or deſtruction which is 
: oppoſed to the rep roinci Jo xuus, to the fav- 


ing, 


+ 3 on the place. 1 Queſnel's New Teſt, on 


the place. & See Epiltle dedicatory to a book, enti- 
tled, The Right Method for a ſettled Peace of Confei 
ence and Spiritual Comfort. 
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ing, delivering, or preſerving of the ſoul. 


But it may be ſaid, “ The perſon who 
« js ſuppoſed to draw back, is not the ſame 


« with him who lives by faith : he is only 

« a hypocrite or carnal profeſſor who draws 
te back.” To this I anſwer, What can a 
hypocrite or carnal. profeſſor draw back 

from? If he draws back at all, it muſt be 
either from that which is good, or elſe from 
that which is evil. If he draws back from 
| that which is good, then he had goodneſs. 
to draw back from, the carnal profeſſor is 
in reality, no carnal profeſſor :—Or if he 
had no goodneſs to draw back from, and ſo 8 


was in truth, a carnal profeſſor, then, in 


this caſe, he drew back from that which he 
never had! If he draws back from that 
which is evil, would Gop have no pleaſure 
| in him on that account! or would Gop hate 
or abhor him to the death, as Goodwin hath 
it? and is this the way, viz, by drawing 


back from that which is evil, to involve 
himſelf in that perdition which is 77 5 
to the ſaving of the ſoul! 


But it may be objected farther, that 


« The apoſtle doth not fay, if any of you, 
© but 
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« but if any man draw back, 8 Kc. J an- 
ſwer, the original is za s vTooTaAnTay, 
AND, or, BUT 1F HE (that is, the juſt 
man that liy eth by faith,) “ draw back.” 
Theophylact ſays, —Fay vToSULA au e nate, 
706g, apoiComay Tia Taln xar Sid y por 1 75 
UTSSUANTHL, /t Ts uno|ameiveTy Tols TUPAT 91K, 
If the juſt man ſhall draw back; that is, if he 
ſhall be doubtful, or heſitate, or give place 
to temptation#®, Mr. Weſley renders it,“ If, 
* , Aixazos, the juſt man that lives by faith 
6 (fo the expreſſion neceſſarily implies, 
there being no other nominative to the 
'; "oe verb, draws back, my foul ſhall have 
© no pleaſure in bins,” Dr. Whitby rcn- 
ders ta UToSELAnTA, © If HE draws back; oY 
and obſerves that it refers plainly to] 
ce the juſt man who lives by faith}.” Dr. 
Hammond, after having examined the original 

| words as they are found in this place in 
other parts of the New Teſtament; and after 
having examined them as they are found in 
Heb. ii. verſe 4. according to the Septua- 
gint, . Chaldea, Arabic, the Tar- 
5 gum, 

* Theophyl. in 5 page 987. + Predeſt. cally 


calmly conſidered, page 38, third edit. * Whitby 
on the five points, page a5. SS 
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gum, &c. and after conſidering the inter- 


pretation of Phavorinus, Rabbi Tanchum, 


1 and our Engliſh Pocock, obſerves, 
And all this ſets down the true notion 
cs of the word in this place, thus : But if 
« HE that ſhould live by his faith, ſhall. 
« cowardly withdraw himſelf from the 
. public worſhip of Chriſt, &. So again; 
If the juſt, the Chriſtian proves thus pu- 
« fillanimous, hangs back from the per- 
 & formance of his duty; if by afflictions 
« he be diſheartened and terrified, Gop's 
« foul hath no pleaſure in him, he is ut- 
« terly rejected and diſliked | by Gop®.”.-- 
| The learned and calvinian Diodati explains 
| this drawing back as done by the juſt man 
who lives by faith. © The juſt,” ſays he, 


* Draw back—if HE depart from his belief 


in me, if he becomes careleſs or difloyal 


Heylin dee e « The jul ſhall 


« live by faith; but if HE draws back, re- 
** treats or deſerts his poſt, he ſhall not be 
By ne by met.” So Calvin renders i * 


Juſtus 


* See 8 on the place: note. 4 Diodati 
on. the place, Þ 1. on d the place, 4 8 


06 


& J autem ex fide vi bet: et fi ſubdufus 


fuerit, non oblectabitur,“ &c, that is, and if 
' HE ſhall draw, or be drawn back, my ſoul, 
&c.x And ſo evident is this, that even Mr, 


Kendal, who wrote againſt Mr. John Good. 


 woin's Redemption Redeemed, ſays, «1 
© YIELD THAT ANY MAN is NOT IN THE 
„ TEXT,” 

But it may be objected again, that“ The 
0 apoſtle, in the next verſe ſaith, We 


are not of them who draw back unto 
e perdition: but of them that believe to 
the ſaving of the ſoul,” 1 anſwer, The 


apoſtle does ſay ſo. But then the queſtion 
is, what does he mean? It 1s im poſſible for 


him to mean, we are not of that ſort of peo- 


ple Who CAN draw back unto perdition; 


but we are of that ſort who MUST believe 


to the ſaving of the ſoul, Had this been 
his meaning, how came he to write a whole 
epiſtle to warn and caution them not to 
draw back? How came he to caution them 
againſt letting this ſalvation flip ? chap. ti, 
verſe 1. againſt hardening their hearts as in 


the 


=. Calvin! in x loc. 
Redeemed, 


+ See Anſwer to Redemption 


( 167 -). 


the provocation ? chap. iii. verſe 8,—againſt 
an evil heart of unbelief, in departing from 
the living Gop? verſe 12.—againſt being 


hardened through the deceitfulneſs of fin ? 


verſe 13,—againft falling through unbe- 


lief? chap. iv. verſe 11. —againſt not hold- 
ing faſt their profeſſion ? verſe 14.—againſt 
falling in ſuch manner as to be incapable 
of being renewed again unto repentance ? 
chap. vi. verſe 4. 6.—againſt not bony 


diligent to the end? verſe 11.—againſt not 
holding faſt their profeſſion? chap. x. 23,— 

againſt forſaking the aſſembling of them 
ſelyes together? verſe 25.—againſt ſinning 
wilfully after having received the know- 
ledge of the truth ? verſe 26 Aang ünſt caſt- 
ing away their confidence? verſe 35. —a- 


gainſt drawing back in ſuch manner that 
Gop ſhall have no pleaſure in them? verſe 

28.—To ſuppoſe that the apoſtle would 
ſend ſuch a number of warnings and cau— 


tions to theſe Hebrews, and then tell them 


that they were not the perſons to whom 
theſe cautions belonged, is to ſuppoſe that 


| he wrote only for the lake of e and 
4 Felf- contradiction ! 


K 5." Rae 


1 
But what did he mean when he ſaid, We 
are not of them who draw back unto per- 
dition? &c, Anſwer: we are not AT PRE- 
SENT of that number. — It has been ob— 


ſerved already on chap. x. verſe 25. that 
many of the converted Hebrews had for- 


ſalen the aſſembling of themſelves together, 
and that there was danger the reſt would 
follow their example. Now as this epiſtle 
was written on purpoſe to prevent this evil, 
the apoſtle, both in the paſſage under conſi- 
: deration, as well as elſewhere, lays before 
them the dreadful ſtate of apoſtates. But 
that this might not diſcourage them, and 
cauſe them to abandon themſelyes to de- 
ſpair, he very judiciovſly tells them, that 


whatever danger they were in of becoming | 


apoſtates, they were not, AT PRESENT, of 
that number; but rather of the number of 


| thoſe who yet believed to the ſaving of the 


ſoul, 

I therefore conclude, notwithſtanding all 

that has been ſaid to the contrary, that the 

evil which the apoſtle here ſuppoſed the 

Hebrews to be. in danger of was, ſo to neg- 
es e 
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le& this ſalvation as to draw back unts 


TOTAL and FINAL APOSTASY. 


15. Azother ; act that falling away was 
the evil the apoſtle apprehended the He- 
brews to be in danger of is, chap. Xii. 
verſe. 3. © For conſider him that EN DUREY 
ſuch contradiction of ſinners againſt himſelf, 
leſt ye be WEARIED and FAINT in your 
K4yyziv, literally ſignifies, To be 
tired, The expreſſion is agoniſtical, and be- 
longs to thoſe who are worſted, or over- 
come in fight, and who give over the combat 
through deſpair of ſucceſs. So Dr. Han- 
mond tells us from Phavorinus, that it figni- 
fies, “ To give over to deſpair—to play the 
« coward or run-away.” He alſo tells us 
that uxais txAvea 921 ſignifies, « To turn 


* coward or puſillanimous, ſuch as whoſe _ 


*« ſouls within them fall away like water, 


| © dliffolve; and it is ſpoken of thoſe who 


give over the attempt as hopeleſs, fly 
cc dimeartened, or creſt - fallen, out of the 
« field®,” The continuators of Pool ex- 

El pound 


1 Fee Hammond on the place, Mines (2) and (). 


- 

. „„ 
. 
* 
Y 


* — 4 IP Pong eee — 6 nome 
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pound the place thus: © Leſt faintneſs 
« Jlanguiſhing, or deficiency of ſoul, that is, 
of vigour, ſtrength, and activity of heart 


e ſhould befal them, and ſo they ſhould 
© I IE DOWN and CEASE to run the chriſ. 


tian race*.“ Suicerus lays, Kare, ſignifies 


to faint, and alſo to die, whence che depart. 
ed are alſo called 1s . 


Now this was really the caſe. Ther 


| Hebrews had entered the lift on their ff 
receiving the goſpel, and for a while had 


couragiouſly carried on the encounter ; but 
when they ſaw that inſtead of drawing to 


an end, it was ſtill growing heavier and 
| heavier, they were ſo diſheartened, as to 
think of yielding, and of giving up all 
for loſt. And therefore to fortify them 
againſt this, the apoſtle lays before them 


the example of Chriſt, who not only took 


up the croſs, but alſo xxDURED it, verſe 
2. that is, who not only expoſed himſelf, 
for the preſent, or only for a ſhort time, 
to the contradiction of ſinners; but Ex- 


DURED 


* Pool's Comment, + The. Eecleſ. 


pu RED, Patiently ENDURED it, to the end. 


Now, ſays the apoſtle, conſider him, 
and learn from his example; ſo you ſhall 
not grow weary, but endure to the end, as 


he did before you.—Again, he tells them, 


verſe 4. Ye have not reſiſted, ARI 
eps]os, as far as blood, ſtriving againſt ſin.” 
As if he had ſaid, You ought not to be 
diſheartened by your preſent ſufferings ; for 
you have not gone ſo far as the Athlete of 
old did in the Olympic games, who did 
not give over after brandiſhing their wea- 
pons, nor after flight ſkirmiſhing ; but 

went on to that part of the combat which 
was often attended with blood and death. 
Now your paſt and preſent conflicts, are 
only like their flight Kirmithes ; and as | 
the prize which you contend for, is ſo much 
better than theirs, it would be very abſurd. 
for you to grow weary, and give up the 
encounter before you go lo far as they did. 
It is therefore certain, from what has been 


| faid, that FALLING AWAY Was the evil 
which the apoſtle intended by, growing, 
weary and faint in their minds, 


CC 
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16. The next proof of the point we have 
in the 12th and 13th verſes of this chap. 
ter. Wherefore lift up the hands which 


hang down, and the feeble knees : and 
make ſtraight paths for your feet, leſt that 
which 1s lame be TURNED OUT OF THE 


WAY ; but let it rather be healed.” From 
theſe words it 1s certain, that TURNING 
our OF THE WAY was the evil which the 
apoſtle apprehended theſe Hebrews to be 
in danger of.— Now the queſtion is, What 


he meant by turning out of the way ? The 
greek word, eur h, may be taken either 
for ſpraining a joint or ſinew, by which 


means walking is rendered impracticable: 


or elſe it may be taken for turning out of, 


and leaving the right way. The former of 


theſe ſignifications agrees beſt with the 
metaphors of lameneſs and healing, which 


are mentioned preſently after; but the 


other agrees beſt with the preceding words 


concerning making ſtraight paths for the 
feet, leſt that which is lame ALREADY be 
turned out of the way. To underſtand the 
words in the former ſenſe, would be to 
make nonſenſe of the paſſage ; for it would 

ſuppoſe 


ö | ( | 113 * 
ſuppoſe the apoſtle to ſay, Make ftraight 
paths for your feet, left that which is 
ſprained already be ſprained ! left that 


which is lame al:cady be made lame | left 


that which already halteth be made to halt! 
But if we take the words in the other ſenſe, 
the meaning is eaſy, clear, and regular, 
Make ſtraight paths for your feet—Re- 


move, ſo far as in you lies, every impedi- 
ment and difficulty out of the path, or way 


of duty, left that which is lame—the tempt- 


ed, the feeble, the halting foul, who has 
not courage enough to ſurmount many and 
great difticulties, be turned out of the way 
which leads to heaven.—And to this agrees 
Dr. Doddridge s paraphraſe : Make ftraight 


« paths for your feet. Regulate matters 


*1o, that the way of duty may be as ob- 


« vious and eaſy as poſſible, that the in- 
„firm, the lame, and the decrepit, may 


cc not, by diſcouragements and temptations, 
« be turned out of the way, or thrown 
down; but that every ſuch feeble tra- 
* veller in the way to Zion, may rather 
be healed ; ; recovered from falls or weak- | 
« neſs, and ſtrengthened | to a courſe of 
* more 
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* more ſtrenuous and PERSEVERING pi- 
« ety*.” Diodati expounds it thus: Make 
« ſtraight—make the way of the goſpel 


plain and eaſy for you, by your volun- ; G 
< tary obedience, and uſing itleſt thoſe b 
«© who have neglected to ſtrengthen them- C 
«© ſelves in chriſtian virtues be, through 10 


“ Gop's juſt puniſhment, put out of the tl 
<« way into Aros r as vi.“ The continua- 3 
tors of Pool ex pound it thus: Leſt being 


lame, or halting in their minds between f 
c Judaiſm and Chriſtianity, becauſe of the I. 
violent perſecution of them by their in- d 
„ fidel brethren, they ſhould be TURNED G 
* ASIDE OUT oF Gop's WAYS, erring and U} 
„ qeviating from the truth of the goſpel; MW fi 
ec but rather that they be reſtored to it, ſo MW 1. 
cc 45 no ſufferings upon that account, under V1 
o God's hand, might make them ſuppreſs be 
cc the truth, Or expoſe them to APOSTA- B. 
« g8y[|.” Jacobus Capellus obſerves that the m 
original word, er, means, * plane per- he 
MI vertatur ac e perilus immutetur, ſhould be bi 
al ro- fo 


* the e Doddridgt © on the FRE | Diodati pk the 
| place, I Pool's Comet. ES» 


WIE 


* 
ALTOGETHER PERVERTED, and TOTALLY 
ALTERED : 7peTur, adds he, 10 e 
to turn, “ ut prorſus immutare,” to 
ALTER ENTIRELY||, From all that has 
been ſaid, I conclude, that apoſtaſy from 
Chriſt and his goſpel was what the apoſtle 
meant by turning, or being turned out of 
the way. 255 


15. Another paſſage which ſhews that 
falling away was the evil intended, is the 
115th verſe of this chapter. Looking 
diligently, | left any man fail of the grace of 
Gor, leſt any root of bitterneſs ſpringing 
up trouble you, and thereby many be de- 
filed.” —By the grace of Gop is meant, 
1, His favour; and 2. Thoſe inward Pri- | 
vileges, of light, power, &c. which are 
beſtowed on all who enjoy that favour. 
By failing of the grace of God, cannot be 
meant, to fail of receiving it; ſeeing, as I 
have demonſtrated above, that theſe He- 
brews had already received it. What there- 
late the apoſtle intended by the expreſſion 
"Wah 


IS yn. Crit. in loc. 


. 


. m ae 
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S 4 * * 
* , 


210-3 


was, failing to RETAIN the grace of Gop, 
or failing to PERSEVERE. Hence the 


words in the original, USpaoy U are fre. 


quently rendered, FALL FROM the grace 


of Gop, and fo our tranſlators have render. 


ed them in the margin. And that this is 


the true import of the expreſſions, we learn 
farther from Deut. xxix. verſe 18. from 
whence the apoſtle quoted them. „“ Leſt 


there be among you any man or woman, or 
family, or tribe, whoſe Heart TURNETH 
AWAY this day from the Lord our God, 


to go and ſerve the gods of theſe nations; 


leſt there ſhould be among you a root that 
| beareth gall and wormwood.” Now it is 


certain that the apoſtle quored this paſſage 


to ſhew theſe Hebrews, that they were in 
danger of the ſame kind of evil which their 
| predeceſſors were in danger of in the days 
of Moſes and the prophets. But that was 
the evil of arosTasy, or turning away 
from the Lord their Gop. Therefore it 


was APOSTASY, or turning away from the 
Lord our Gop, that the apoſtle intended in 


And 


e 
And ſo evident is the truth of this, that 


Calviniſts and Arminians equally agree in 
 afferting it. Dr. Hammond expounds the 
place, © Taking all care that ye walk like 


6c Chriſtians, THAT YE FALL NOT OFF 


« from the goſpel ftate®, Dr. Whitby 


tells us, that © v5epneeyzt, is the ſame with 

© aprra$at, to depart from the grace of 
« God, which bringeth ſalvation, or, to 
« depart from the faith, and, by ſo doing, 


4e fall ſhort of the promiſed reft, Heb. iv. 


«1, The words of the apoſtle, and his 
6 ſeope, which 1 1s to prevent the Jews from 


( BACKSLIDING from Chriſtianity to Ju- 
| « daiſm, and the following exhortation, 
| © not to refuſe him that ſ peaketh now, ver. 


« 26. and * Thy Xp, tO RETAIN AND 
« HOLD FAST the grace of Gop, verſe 28. 


60. ſuffieiently ſhewþ.” So Mr. G. M. in 


his learned and judicious comment, ſaith, : 
© The author here alludes to the words of 


| © Moſes, Deut. xxix. 18. wherein he like- 
ce viſe ſpeaketh of APOSTATES, By roots of 


 bitter- 


: Hammond on 1 the . + Whitby on the Place, 
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« hitterneſs—he underſtands Ar os AT ESI.“ 
Mr. Trapp's obſervation is, © Perſeverance 
« crowns all* ;” from whenceit is evident 
that he underſtood the paſſage as ſpeaking 
of perſeverance, Dr. Doddridge's para- 


phraſe is, “ Look to it therefore, with the 


« the greateſt attention and care, for your. 
4 ſelves and one another, leſt any one, BY 


„ aposrasy from the chriſtian religion, 


« fall ſhort of the grace of Gopj.” In 
« King Edward the Sixth's Bible it 15, 
40 „Take heed that no man FALL AWAY 
from be GRACE of God; » and on theſe 
words, leſt any root of bitterneſs ſpringing 
« up trotble you,” &c. the Note is, * Of 
„ hereſies, or APOSTASYS.” The continua- 
tors of Pool render it, fail of, or *“ PA 
\« FROM” 7he GRACE of Gop. T. Beza hath 
it, 0 Take heed that no man FALL FROM, 
&c. and on thoſe words, leſt any root of 
| bitterneſs, &c. the Note is, “ That no here- 
« ſy or BAC KLSLIDING be an offence .“ 
« Dr. Heylin ſaith, © Superintend what 
„„ e "uh paſſe 

| See on the place. MY Tra'p's Comment on the 
place. 1 Dr. Doddridge on the place. $ King Ed- 


ward's Bible on che . + Tool $ Comment. k Beza 
in loc. 


pla 
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ce paſſes among you, leſt any one ſhould 
„ FALL AWAY FROM  GRACEt,” The 
Dutch Annotators expound it, © Looking 
«to it leſt any one ſtay behind [that is, 
« abide behind, Turn away] from the 
« grace of Gorh.” Mr. Henry faith, 


« Here the apoſtle enters a ſerious cayca: 


| c againſt APOSTASY, and backs it wit! 


an awful examplet.” It is therefore cer- 
tain that falling away, or apoſtaſy, W. as the 
evil ſ poken of in this place. 


18. The next proof of the propoſition g 
we have! in verſe 25. of the ſame chapter. 


« See that ye refuſe not him that ſpeak- 


eth: for if they eſcaped not, who refuſe 
him that ſpake on earth, much more ſhall 
not we eſcape, if wE TURN FROM. HIM, 
emo5pipoueret, Or turning away from him 
that ſpeaketh from heaven. The evil here 
ſpoken of is, TURNING awar from him 
that ſpeaketh from heaven; that is, from 
Chriſt. But the queſtion is, What is meant 


5 b 


+ Heylin on the place. & Dutch Anno. ON * he 
place, ; Henry on the place, 
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by turning away from him? It cannot 
mean, to turn away ſo as never to give him 
a hearing : ſeeing that theſe Hebrews had 
already heard him in this ſenſe, as we learn 
from chap. ii. verſe 1. yea, and believed in 
him alſo, to the ſaving of the ſoul, chap, 
x, verſe 38, Therefore to turn away from 
him muſt ſignify, to diſcontinue their hear- 
ing of him : or, to refuſe to PERSEVERE in 
hearing him.—This is evident from hence, 
that the turning away with which the apol- 
tle compared what he intended here, was 
of this ſort, The Iſraelites of old had for 
ſome time hearkened to, and obeyed Moſes 
when they were 1n Egypt; but when they 
were got through the Red Sea, into the 
wilderneſs, they turned away, they rebelled 
_ againſt him, and would not hearken unto 
bim any longer : : ſee Numb. xvi. Certain 
it is, then, that the turning away here 
ſpoken of by the apoſtle was that of Apos- 
TASY. And concerning the antient Iſrael- 
ites, I would obſerve, that their turning 
away from him who ſpake on earth was 
TOTAL and! FINAL ; ſeeing they eſcaped 
not, 


out mercy. 


not, as the apoſtle tells us; but died with- 
It therefore follows, that the 
turning away from Chriſt, which the apoſ- 
tle compares with that turning away from 


him who ſpake on earth, is TOTAL and Fi- 


5 NAL allo. 


19. The laſt evidence, of this ſort, 


which I ſhall bring, we have, verfes 28, 
29. Wherefore we receiving a kingdom . 


which cannot be moved, let us have grace, 


— 


whereby we may ſerve Gop acceptably, 
with reverence and godly fear. 
Gop is a conſuming fire.“ The queſtion 
here is, What are we to underſtand by 
 baving grace! Z The words in the original, 
are, Exopey api, and are often rendered 


HOLD FAST grace; and it is thus that our 


Engliſh tranſlators have rendered them 
in the margin. It is the obſervation of 


* critics here and elſewhere, ſays Dr. Whit- 
« by, that «xy, to have, is often put for 


ff xt TE £19 to RETAIN and HOLD FAST: ſo | 


« * ug K ey fav ovyeid ory, is to HOLD 


0 FAST faith, and a good conſcience, 1 Tim. 
EL 19. * To Kue 7555 0. to nord 
the 


L 2 


For our 


(- 122) 


« the myſtery of faith : UTOTUTWOLV ix, to 


© no1.D FAST the form of ſound words, 
* 2 Tim. i. 13.” And that the words muſt 


be rendered thus, in the paſſage under con- 
ſideration, is evident. For as theſe He. 


| brews were Chriſtian believers at the time 
the apoltle wrote to them, they muſt be 

ſuppoſed to be in poſſeſſion of grace : of 
\ conſequence, if, by having grace, the apol- 


tle meant, let us endeavour to pet poſlef. 
lion of it; this would be to ſay, Let us 


labour to get that which we have already! 
Nut, on the other hand, if we ſuppoſe them, 
lirſt, to be in poſſeſſion of grace, and, ſe. 


condly, to be in danger of loſing it, the 
apoſtle's exhortation, to hold it faſt, and not 


to let it go on any conſideration, was very 
_ neceſlary and proper. 


It is therefor? cyi- 
cent, that when the apoſtle ſaid, let us 
have grace, his meaning was, let us hold 
it faſt, and, by ſo doing, continue to have 


it; Accordingly the learned Diodati ex· 
pounds it, 


„Jet us—KEEP ourſelves in 
«the ſruiion of. Gop's grace, and of the 
„ 8 


« gift of his Spirit“.“ Mr. G. NI. in his 
very judicious comment on the place ſaith, 


And Profeſſor Dickſou hath it, Let us 


ſaid the Continuators of Pool —ſaid the 
Aſſembly of Divines : —ſaid Sam. Clark. 


e retineamus, nec ullis tentationibus ab ed _ , 


TAIN GRACE, nor let us ſuffer it to be . 
TORN FROM us by any temptations g. oF 
Agreeable to all this, the Dutch Annotators _— 
render it,“ Let us hold (faſt) grace name 1 
« ly, which we have already received'®,” 
Agal n, { 
gee Diodati on the place. Dickſon on be ſ 
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« Have is here put for RETAIN or noLD.” 


« have race, or HOLD FAST THE GRIP of : 
© GRACE||.”—*<* Let us HOLD FAST GRACE," 


Grotius and Piſcator lay, © eyourt, Pro u- 
7K ανe, let us "ave, for LET USRETALx |. 
ce en pro xp, ' ſays Beza, to have, tor 
o YOLD FAST®®, So that the meaning of 
whole expreſſions (to uſe the words of Nena, 
Eftius, and Jacobus Capellus) is, 


«c birmite 20 


« gos nanu revelli:” Let us firmly nE. 


place. f Pool's Comment, + Atiembly's Annow- 
tions. § Clark's Comment. 4 Grotius et Piſcator 1 
loc, * Beza in loc, ** Syn, Crit in loc. © Dutch 
SM Mm. 77 TO 


1 
1 that the apoſtle here ſuppoſed 


the Hebrews to be in danger of TOTAL and 
FINAL apoſtaſy is evident from the follow. 


ing words, For our Gop is, IIvp xv, 


a conſuming fire. This indeed his very 
name imports, So Gregory Nazianzen, 


Aro Ts te t]upoaoynTtal, lid To SamrarnTitoy 70 


' poXBnpor Eton, tat yap mip Kdſavanioncr eheufy 


E It (the word Steg) is derived from 
ale, to conſume ; on account of his power 
of conſuming vicious affections“. So Da. 


maſcenus: To Os or ve ela: en Tu alben, o ke. 


, o Yap Acros up x2 Javanoroy TA AY KAK1OY £510 


The name, Gop, is taken from ein, 
which! 13, 0 burn; for God is a fire, 
00 « conſuming all wickedneſs?. a And theſe 


words are added by the apoſtle, as a reaſon 


to enforce the performance of the afore- 
| ſaid duties; as if he had ſaid, Hold faſt 


the grace you have, that therewith, or 


thereby, you may ſerve Gop in a manner 


which ſhall be acceptable unto him. For 
if you do not, you ſhall experience him to 


* Greg. Nasen, Ort « fol, 5%. 4 Damaſe, 
Orthod, Fidei, lib, cap. 12. 9 


« never forſake thee.” 


(s 


oe 2 conſuming fire, in caufing his fiery 
indignation to devour you, chap. x. verſe 
27. Or as the Dutch Annotators have it, 


« As a conſuming fire towards them that 


« are diſobedient or aryosTaTEes*,” It 
is therefore certain from the nature of 
the puniſhment which is here threaten- 


ed (which none but thoſe who apoſtatize 


TOTALLY and FINALLY, are capable of ) 
that the apoſtle here intended TOTAL and 


FINAL APOSTASY. 


But it may be objected, that « In the 


« xiiith chap. and 5th verſe, Gop hath 
« ſaid, I will never leave thee nor forſake 
« thee. In which words, according to the 
Tr original, there are five negatives, Ov un 


64 02 , ovd? ov un 9 EYKATAAITG® that 1 18, | 


will not leave thee, neither will I not 
© not forſake thee: or thus; I will not, 


e will not leave thee, I will never, never, 
To this I anſwer, 


that the number of negatives, ſuppoſe they 
| were five hundred, or five thouſand, does 

Hot in the leaſt degree ſhew the ſenſe of the 
Place: : 


* Dutch Annot, on the place, 


e 
place : the yery moſt that they can do is, 
to ſhew that whatever the ſenſe 4 is, it is em. 
phatical : and therefore, let any one de. 
claim as he will on his fiye negatives, it is 
infallibly ſure, that nothing more than 
this can be inferred from them. 
But what is the meaning of the words, 
I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee? 
I anſwer, it is impoſſible for them to mean, 
I will not, leave it in thy power to negle& 
this Klee ; I will not, no I will not ſuf 
fer thee to let it flip. I will never, never, 
never ſuffer thee to let go thy confidence 
or the rejoicing of the hope; to harden 
thy heart as in the provocation; to have 
an evil heart of unbelief in departing from 
the living Gop; to be hardened through 
the deceitfulneſs of ſin; to fall ſo as to be 
incapable of being renewed again unto re. 


| pentance; to fall by unhelief, after the 


example of the Iſraelites of old; to call 
away thy confidence which hath great re- 
compence of reward; to draw back unto 
| perdition ; to be wearied and faint in thy 
mind; to fall from the grace of Gop ; ot 
to let it depart in ſuch manner, as to know 
PIR. BY” Ta 


is, 


1 


by experience that he is a conſuming fire. 
I fay, it is impoſſible for the meaning to be, 


Iwill not, I will not ſo leave thee, I will 


never, never, never ſo forſake thee, as to 
render it poſſible for thee to fall into thoſe 
evils which I have fo often declared thou 
art in danger of, and which I haye ſo often 


warned thee againſt. 


But what then do were mean ? That Gov 
would not fail to provide for his people 
while they were obedient to, and truſted 
in him.— As this promiſe was originally 
made to Fo/hua, and afterwards unto theſe 
Hebrews, it reſpected temporal things and 
theſe only. As it was made to Joſhua it 


only reſpected his conqueſt of Canaan, So 
we read, Joſh. i. 1,—© The Lord ſpake unto 
Joſbua ſaying, verſe 2. Moſes my ſervant- 


is dead; now therefore ariſe, go over this 


Jordan, thou, and all this people, unto the 


land which I do give unto them, even to 
the children of Iſrael. verſe. 3. Every 


place that the ſole of your foot ſhall tread 


upon, that have | given unto you, —Verſe 


5 From the ae and this Lebanon, CO 


even | 


- 
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even unto the great river Euphrates —verſe 


5. There ſhall not be a man able to {tang 
before thee all the days of thy life ; as [ 


was with Moſes, ſo I will be with thee; ! 
Will not fail thee nor forſake thee,” It is 
therefore evident that here is nothing pro. 
miſed but temporal ſucceſs. 
And that this promiſe was conditional is 
clear beyond a, doubt. For when the 
people fell into diſobedience, their enemies 
were ſo far from being unable to ſtand be. 
fore them, that they were pot able to ſtand 
before their enemies. So we read, chay, 
7. verſe 5, © And the men of Ai ſmote of 
them about thirty and fix men ; for they 
cChaſed them from before the gate, even 
unto Shebazim, and ſmote them in the 
going down: wherefore the hearts of the 
people melted and became as water.” Verſe 
11. Gop informs Faſpug of the capſe of this 


diſaſter. ** Iſrael hath ſinned, and they 


have tranſgreſſed my covenant which I 


commanded.” Verſe 12. Therefore the 
children af Iſrael could not ſtand before 
their enemies, but turned their backs 

Os — before 


even 
the 
* the 
erſe 
this 


they 
ch 1 
the 
fore 
acks 
efore 
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before their enemies, becauſe they. were 
accurſed ;” it is then added, “ neither will 
| I BE WITH YOU ANY MORE, OP ye. 
| deſtroy the accurſed from among you.” 


From all that hath been ſaid, obſerve, 


| firft, that although God hath ſaid, * There 
| ſhall not a man be able to ſtand before 

| thee all the days of thy life;” yet when 
they diſobeyed him, there were men, even 
| the men of Ai, who not only ſtood before 
them, but deſtroyed fome of them, and 
chaſed the reſt quite away. Obferve, ſe- 

| condly, that althongh God had ſaid, 1 

| will not fail thee, nor forſake thee;“ yet we : 

find that when they had ſinned, he Nor 

ONLY FORSOOK THEM 3 but alto declared, . 

Neither WILL I BE WITH YOU ANR 

MORE except ye deſtroy the accurſed from 


amongſt you.” It is therefore certain that 
this promiſe, as originally made, was only 


a CONDITIONAL promiſe of ſucceſs in con» 
| quering and poſſeſſing the land of Canaan. 
As it is applied to the converted He- 


brews, it is a promiſe of outward proviſi- 


ons. This is evident from the context. 
| — Let 
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( 10 
Let your converſation be without eoye. 
touſneſs, and be content with ſuch thingy 
as ye have: for he hath ſaid, I will never 
leave thee, nor forſake thee,” For a better 
underſtanding of theſe words, let it be ob. 
ſerved, that the converted Hebrews had 
formerly been ſpoiled and plundered in 
their worldly goods, on account of their 
attachment to the Goſpel. This, for a 


while, they took joyfully, But when they c 
looked forward, and faw nothing in th; Ml © 
world but proſpects of greater poverty and MW © 
diſtreſs, many of them were in danger of d 
too great ſolicitude about theſe worldly t 
things: and it is not improbable that ſome * 
of them were in danger of leaving Chriſt, MW 
becauſe his religion expoſed them to grea MW © 

| POTAILYs: as well as to other 00g] incon· © 
veniencies. cl 
To prevent this, the apoſtle very ſeaſol © 
ably ſaid, Let your 7pores, your diſpoſition, ag 
your manner, your turnings and windings | 
for a livelihood, be without covetouſneſs; ** 
that is, without anxious, miſtruſtful care; 4 
and be content with ſuch things as ye 2; 


have, | 


we. 
ngs 
ver 
tter 


ob. 


had 
d in 
their 
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they Wl 


this 
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have, 
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have, or, as it is often rendered, with the 
preſent things: for he hath ſaid, © I will 
never leave thee, nor forſake thee.” It is 
therefore certain, that neither the text nor 
context do, in the ſmalleſt degree, au- 


thorize us to expound this promiſe other- 


wiſe than as ſpeaking of temporal things.' 
And, that even in this ſenſe, it muſt be un- 


derſtood conditionally, appears from hence 


that when Gop made it to Joſbua, it was 
certainly conditional; for though the con- 
dition was not mentioned in the promiſe, 


the event fully ſhews it to be conditional, 
as I have ſhewn above, And as we have 


no authority to underſtand the ſame promiſe 
conditionally in the days of Joſhua, and un- 


conditionally in the days of Paul, 1 con- 
clude that it muſt be underſtood conditi- 
onally in this epiſtle to the Hebrews : 


and that, upon the whole, the meaning is, 
I will not, I will not leave thee to want the 


neceſſaries of life, while thou truſteſt in 


me; I will never, never, never forſake thee, 
while thou art obedient to my word. Ei, 
| after obſerving that the original promiſe | 
was made to Joſona, lays, ** Extenditur 
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C33}: 

ce ad omnes juſtos, et ad omnem temporalem 
e neceſitatem”—it extends to all the right- 
cous, and to every TEMPORAL neceſſityx. 
Junius confines it yet more when he ſays, 
« Pertinet ad pios omnes vocdtioni ſue hes 
e rentes:” it belongs to all the righte- 
 Ous, WHO ADHERE TO THEIR VOCA- 
TI0NÞ, This paſſage, therefore, does in 
no wiſe militate againſt the general con- 
cluſion maintained in this diſcourſe. 


Having demonſtrated from nineteen texts 
in this epiſtle, that the evil which the apoſtle 
_ apprehended theſe Hebrews to be in dan» 
ger of, was total and final apoſtaſy ; and 

having conſidered the three texts (which 


are all that can be ſound in the epiſtle) 


which have the appearance of an objection 
to the general conclufion ; I ſhall ſum up 
all that hath been ſaid on this head, by 
giving a brief account of the occason and 
DESIGN of the epiſtle, and of the apoſtle's 
manner of reaſoning therein, 


The Chriſtian religion being ſo contrary F: 


to the corrupt principles and practice of the 
world, 


* Eftius in loc, 


7 Junius in loc. 
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* world, thoſe who embraced ind propagated '; 
*. it were, on thoſe accounts, rendered very 
's, odious wherever they came. 'The conſe 
2. quence of this was, that heavy perſecutions 
te. were raiſed againſt them in moſt places. 
The converted Hebrews, becauſe they had 
16 turned their back on the law of Moſes, and | 
\n. embraced the religion of that Jesus whom 
heir rulers had crucified, were exceeding - 
ly perſecuted by their countrymen. Some- 
Xts times the unconverted Hebrews perſecuted. 
ſtle their converted brethren themſelves; at 
an other times they ſtirred up the Hearhen, 
nd who were round about, to do it. By theſe 
ich means the believing Hebrews had a great 
le) fight of afflictions, chap. x. verſe 32. and 
10n 


were made gazing-ſtocks, both by reproach- | 
up Fes and afflictions, verſe 33. and experienced 
the ſpoiling of their goods, which for a 

while they took joyfully, verſe 34. 
But this was not all : for as the Chriſtian 
religion was then a new thing in the world, 
it is natural to ſuppoſe that the new con - 
verts had many ſcruples, and reaſonings in 
hemſelves concerning the lawfulneſs of 
M2 what 
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V hat they bad done i in embracing | it. And 


what added to theſe ſcruples was, the con- 


{tant endeavour of the judaizing teachers 


to lay ſtumbling- blocks in the way of theſe 
Hebrews, which they too often effected by 


means of their divers and range doctrines, 
mentioned chap. xiii. verſe 9. The conſe. 
quence of this oppoſition, both from within 


and without, was, that great numbers of 


the Hebrews apoſtatized from Chriſt and 


is goſpel, and went back to the law of 
Moſes, while the fluctuating ſtate of the 


reſt, gave the apoſtles too much reaſon to 
fear a general, if not an univerſal apoſtaſy, 
Now this apparent danger was the occa- 


$10N of this epiſtle, and the DEG of it 


was, to prevent che threatened evil if pol 


ſible. 

And that I am not alone in this opinion, 
the following teſtimonies abundantly de- 
clare. Clemens Alexandriuus faith, Em 14 


| Tavaes Tots Efparns pugw! Tos ETAVLKL [LT TEC 


£15 V0ju9V EXTISEWS, that 1 18, Paul allo writing t0 
the Hebrews, RELAPSING from the faith 


unto the 1 ſaith||, &c. N OW if the other 


8 „„ „ Fathers 
ll Strom, lib. vi. fol. 64 5. Colon. edit. 
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f Fathers, ſo often quoted in the Protect 
8 pages, ſuch as Ignatius, Chryſoſtom, Oecume- 
is nius, Ambroſe, Cyprian, Phavorinus, Theophy- 
e , Greg. Nazianzen, Damaſcenus, &c. ex- 
'' WM pounded the particular paſſages above cited, 
* Wl according to their view of the ſcope of the 
. whole epiſtle (which would be abſurd to 
" Wl ſuppoſe they did not) they muſt be ſuppoſ- 
of ed to agree with Clemens Alexandrinus, that it 
ad Wl was intended as a CAVEAT AGAINST APOS- 
0 Wl rasv. And the ſame muſt be ſaid of thoſe 
te of later date, which JI have ſo often cited: 
to ſuch as Grotius, Eraſmus, Camero, Ribera, 
ily. Calvin, Junius, Gomarns, Gerhardus, Capel- 
cui Menochius, Aretius, Piſcator, Suicerus, 
f eza, &c. For we cannot ſuppoſe that ſuch 
pol: profound Commentators and Critics would 
ive one uniform expoſition of ſo many 
10", particular paſſages, in this, or any ther. 
de- epiſtle, which they thought was uncon- 
, nected with the occaſion and. defer of the 
757" Wuhole. 
150 To what has been faid, 1 ſhall add the 
faith 

W expreſs teſtimony of a great number of other 
115 writers, many of whom a are of a more mo- 


dern date. 
M3 "> Te 


PHatientiam in veritate perſiſtant:“ 
In both parts of the epiſtle, he (che apoſtle) 
earneſtly exhorts them, on the one hand, 
that they would not reject Chrifl ; but whol- 
1y truſt in Him by Faith, and PATIENTLY 
PERSEVERE in the Truth. So Oftervall, 


' PERSEVERANCE in the Faith“. 
ſays, © Ut animus Chriftianis addatur, qua 


( 6) 

The learned Marlorat ſays, “ Utrdque 
parte ſe epiſtolæ eos hortatur ; illic ne Chriſtum 
rejiciant, hic autem ut Chriſto fidant, et per 


$2? 


that is, 


« [1 exhorte les Hebreux à la- perſeverance 
dans la fol: He exhorts the Hebrews to 
Le Cler 


conflantes ac perſeverantes ſint, &c. the 


_ apoſtle wrote this epiſtle, To animate the 
_ Chriſtians, that they might be coxsTANI 
and PERSEVERING In the FaithS. The 


great Beagelius ſays, © Totns in id incumbit, 
at fratr UM fidem in Feſum Chriſium. confir- 


met: that is, The apoſtle employs ALI 


HIS. STRENGTH ON THIS SINGLE POINT, 


that he might CONFIRM the faith of the 


brethren in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt . 80 
Michaeli 
+ See Comment: page 965, * Ofteryald in loc 


5 Le Clerc's pretace on the you See his prelad 
to this Epiſtle, | | 


1 1 e 
Michaelis, © He (the apoſtle) writes this 
e epiſtle—to the Chriſtians in Paleſtine. 


« Alevere perſecution, not only deprived 
them of the apoſtle James; but rendered 


e almoſt the whole church wAvERING in 


« the faith||.” The learned Haller! ſays, 
The Chriſtians were continually perſecut- 
«ed by the unbelieving Jews —Heb. x. 


« 32—36. chap. xii. 4, 5. By theſe per- 
« ſecutions they were tempted to APOSTA- 
« TISE from Chriſtianity*.” Dr. Roberts 
in his Clavis Bibliorum ſaith, * The apoſ- 


« tle's 8coPE is—To exhort the Hebrews | 
eto CONSTANCY in the Faith—from the 

« peril of aposTAsYS:” Again he ſaith, 
The apoſtle exhorts theHebrews faithfully 
to hearken to and obey Chriſt's doctrine, 

and conſtantly to PERSEVERZ in the Faith 
« of the Goſpel; and that againſt all 


0 grounds and occaſions of aposTASY |.” 
Calmet ſaith, The apoſtle © addreſſes him- 


« ſelf to the BELIEVERS in Paleſtine, to 
* CONFIRM them againſt thoſe evils which 


| See Lectures, page 360. » Hallet's Synop. as | 
quoted by Dr. Lardner in his hiſtory of the Apoltles, 


page 38 3. § See page 942. 4 Ibid. 543. 


c religiond.“ 
his paraphraſe and notes faith, “ It was— 


P_ 1 BY 
« they were about to ſuffer from the unbe. 
© lieving Jews+.” 


: repreſenting 
ce to them the horrible danger of RELAvs- 
ix, after they had taſted of the gift of 


© the Spirit}. ” Mr. G. M. whoſe comment 


is ſo ſtrongly recommended by Mr. J. 
Downham, faith, 


cc cy and PERSISTANCE in the Chriſtian 
The learned Dr. Sykes, in 


« wrote to Hebrew-Chriſtians—to keep 


c them ſteady to their profeſſions, and to 
guard them from RELAPSING into Juda- 


te iſm#®,” Dr. Lightfoot ſaith, that The apoſ- 


tle's © intention is, if he can, to argue them 
s into an eſtabliſhment againſt that griev- 
os APOSTASY that was then on foot|.” 
Dr. Hammond, faith, that The Hebrews— 


ce began to forſake the Chriſtian aſſemblies, 


0 and to fall off from the profeſſion. of their 
| 0 faith: 155 


+ Calmet's Niere page 920. 1 See page 301. 


8 See the Argument to his Comment. “ Introduc— 
tion. {| Harmony of the N. Teſtament, page 141 


; Cradoch, in his apoſtolic 
Hiſtory ſays, St. Paul © exhorts them—to 
be STEDFAST in the Faith 


„„ The principal end of 
it {this epiſtle] is to exhort to CONSTAN- 


tle 


dil 


br. 


8 
« faith: which being“ (obſerve it well) — 


THE OCCASION of this monitory epiſtle, 


« TYE SUBJECT conſequently is, to con- 


« firm them in the truth,” and “ to repre- 


« ſent the great danger and ſin of FALLING 


ref.“ Dr. Whitby faith, that this epiſ- 
tle was © written to perſons now relapſing 
« from Chriſt to Moſes .“ Again, in his 
diſcourſe on the Five Points, he ſaith, 
Now to prevent this apoſtaſy of the be- 
« lieving Jews the epiſtle to the Hebrews | 
« was manifeſtly written: and as the ex 
« cellent Dr. Barrow uſed to ſay, that it was 
« written“ (obſerve well:) *. AGAINST 
« THE DOCTRINE OF PERSEVERANCE,” 
In the Argument to the epiſtle to the He- 
brews, in Edward the Sixth's Bible, we 
have theſe words, © Wherefore according 
to the example of the old fathers we muſt 
% CONSTANTLY believe in him, that being 

« ſanctified by his juſtice, taught by his 
. wiſdom, and governed by his power, 
« we may ſtedfaſtly and couragiouſly, even 
| cc to 


* Preface to this Epiſtle, 1 Preface to this Epiſtle, 
y dee Diſcourſe o on the Fixe Points, Page 4 414. 


. 
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"20 the end, continue or Peters in hope 
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« of that joy that is ſet before us*.” Dr. 
Owen, the great champion of the Calviniſts 


in the laſt century, in his learned ex poſi. 
tion on the epiſtle to the Hebrews, ſaith, 
St. Paul © had a SPECIAL eye unto the 
« aposTASY of ſome of the Hebrews, oc- 
te caſioned by the perſecutions which then 
ce began to grow high againſt them. What- 

_ ever argument or teſtimony in his paſſage 
& gave him advantage to preſs an exhorta- 
ce tion unto CONSTANCY, a and to deter them 


* from BACKSLIDING, he lays hold upon 


5 40 itt, 9 — Again, ſays the ſame author, 


« As it is likely from this epiſtle, many of 


* them who had made profeſſion of the 
© goſpel, rather than they would utterly 


« forego their old way of worſhip, DE- 
«© SERTED THE FAITH, and cleaving to 


their unbelieving countrymen, PERISH- 
© ED IN THEIR APOSTASY, Whom our 
« apoſtle in an eſpecial manner forewarns 
of their INEVITABLE DESTRUCTION, by 
04 * the fire o& God's indignation}. ” Again, 

ML: 


* „King Edward's Bible. ＋ Dr, Owen's Expoſition, 
| page 38. 1 Ibid, page wb 
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« All the fears the apoſtle had of their 
« ApOSTASY into Judaiſm—aroſe from their 

« adherence unto, and zeal for the law of 

« Moſes*,” Again, His PRINCIPAL 

«© END THEREFORE IN THIS WHOLE EPIS- 
LE (AS HATH BEEN DECLARED) WAS 
« to prevail with the Hebrews unto srED- 
« FASTNESS in the faith of the Goſpel &.“ 
Echard faith that & Theſe Hebrew—con- 

« yerts” had * heavy perſecutions both 

« from Jews and Gentiles—beſides a train 
« of plauſible inſinuations to reduce them 
© to their antient Moſaic inſtitutions, to 
ee which many of them had turned of late, 
„ aposTATISING from the purity of the 
« Chriſtian faith. Wherefore, partly to 
« warn and inſtruct them, and partly to 
4 encourage and ſupport them, he [Paul] 
« wrote this celebrated epiſtle4.” The 
Aſſembly of Divines in their Argument to 

this epiſtle ſay, „The apoſtle obſerving, 

« that the Hebrews (at leaſt a great part 


Ds « of them) * were ready to FALL FROM THE | 
by 0 FAITH 
in 
\11 mid. page 333. $ Ibid. 4 Eccleſiaſtical 

5 ee Page 229 a 
on, 
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« pAITH OF CHRIST into their former Jy. 


« daiſm, by reaſon of the cruel perſecu- 
„ tions which they ſuffered, HENCE Took 
© HECASION TO WRITE THIS EPISTLE 
« N TO THEM; wherein he laboureth to 
© CONFIRM them in THAT FAITH Which 
« THEY HAD RECEIVED, and to ſtir them 
« up to ſtand STEDFAST IN IT; and that 


« by divers arguments : as firſt, from the 


c excellency of Chriſt's nature, Kc. “ Se. 


cc condly from the DANGER OF APOSTA- 


cc Y.“ Mr. Sam. Clark ſaith, © The 


cc Scope of it is this: the BELIEVING, or 


ce CHRISTIAN Hebrews ſuffered under two 


c oreat evils, one inward, the other out- 


«© ward; the former was a great error, in 
« joining Chriſt and Moſes—the latter was 


« their grievous perſecution from their 


« countrymen for turning Chriſtians, where- 
« upon many of THEM were in GREAT 


c DANGER OF APOSTASY” — « Againſt 


the latter, their perſecution, he endea- 


« yours to fortify them by laying down 


-M ſeveral motives tO; and grounds of PERSE- 


„ VERANCE 


t aden 5 Annotations, Z 


5 


ERA NCE in the FaiTH and rRurnf.“ 


Biſhop Fell, in his introduction to this epiſ- 


tle ſaith, Some of them” (the converted 
Hebrews) © began. to ule great complian- 
« ces and wearineſs in their religion, and to 
e FORSAKE the Chriſtian aſſemblies. See He- 
« brews x. 25. and ſome others to RRE“U 
© LAPSE and FALL AWAY FROM THE 
© CHRISTIAN FAITH, He (the apoſtle) 
« repreſents to them the great fin, and deſ- 
cc perate condition of aposTAsY, and the 
«© ſruitleſlneſs of former endeavours and 
« ſuffering, withour PERSEVERANCE®,” | 


Mr. Henry ſaith, 


CL The DESIGN of th . 


To epiſtle was to promote and preſs the BE- 


« LiEvixNG Hebrews to a conſtant adhe- 
cc rence to the Chriſtian faith, and PERSE- 
« FERANCE in ith.” Dr. Gill favs, « The 
% 0CCASION and DESIGN 9 it 18 0 
« exhort them to PERSEVERANCE, and to 
© ſtrengthen them againſt APOSTASY Po” 
Dr. Doddridge ſaitb, Now the Max1FesT 

N -"-," > DEMON 


|| Clark's Comment, * Fell on the Hebrezrs. 


argument to the epiſtle to the Heb, + Ecelefiaſti- 
cal Hiſtory, i 


6444 

* DE$16N of St. Paul in this epiſtle is, 
c To coNFlRM the Jewiſh Chriſtians in the 
© faith and practice of the goſpel of Chriſt, 


4 which they might be in danger of PES RT. 
60 1NG, either through the infinuation, or 


„ ill treatment of their perſecutorsò.“ The 


great calvinian Diodati ſaith, the © Hebrews 


« to whom it” (this epiſtle) „ was direct. 
« ed, were Jews CONVERTED to Chriſt ;” 
and that the apoſtle ſhews “* them the 
© DANGER of FALLING into APOSTASY to 


« the IRREVOCABLE DAMNATION or 
% THEIR $0ULs||.” The calvinian author 
of Critica Sacra ſaith, 5 The apoſtle writes 


ce to the Hebrews not to FALL AWAY from 


0 Chriſtianity to Judaiſm, 00 which,“ ſaith 
he, © 1s the FULL SCOPE OP TH1S EP15- 
„ 718%,” Mr. Colyer, in his Sacred Inter- 
preter, gives the following account a lit. 


tle more at large. © By the Hebrews are 
* —meant—thoſe of the Jewiſh pcople 


© who HAD RECEIVED THE FAITH.—Ma- 
« ny of theſe were in danger of FALLING 


9 AWGE 


$ Preface -to this epiſtle. if Diodati' Preface to 
t us 1 hg ""M See Leigh's Annotations. 
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40 A wav. Now this being the caſe, the 


« apoſtle labours, the better to keep them 
« ſteady in their Chriſtian profeſſion—he 
« ſets forth the excellency of Chriſt, as to 
« his nature; he being the Son of God, and 


far above angels and more excellent 8 


«than Moles. Farther—the apoſtle ſhews 
« the excellency of Chriſt's prieſthood — 
« Then, as to ſacrifices that the ſacrifice 


« of himfelf which Chriſt offered—was 
« more effectual by far, than all the obla- 
tions and ſacrifices appointed by the law 
„ Moſes—and therefore they [the He 
| & brews] ought to KEEP STEDFAST TO 

„ THEIR CHRISTIAN profeſſion, otherwiſe 
6 the danger would be great, even of their | 


60 UTTER DESTRUCTION. 


This dangerous effect of APOSTASY the ? 
82 apoſtle twice mentions. Firſt in chap. vi. 
« 4, 5, 6. where he tells them! it would be 
4 impoſſible to renew them again unto re- 
« pentance, if after being enlightened with | 
« the knowledge of Chriſt—and—endued 
ce with the divine Spirit—they ſhould now 
© EAST OFF their holy religion, and ſo 
3: be- 


i 


it 
* 
"| 
| 
| 


mg 


Fa e : 


© become APosSTATES FROM CHRISTIANI- 


© Ty, and fall back to Judaiſm. 
«© The like dangerous effect of APOSTA. 


the apoſtle repeats chap. x. 26, &c. 


d aſſuring them, there remaineth no more 


| „„ ſin, but a certain fearful 
« looking for of Judgment—therefore he 
«* exhorts them to PERSEVERANCE, He 
the au hor] then obſcrves, that“ What 
has hitherto been mentioned is the sus. 
© STANCE of the epiſtle, to the beginning 


« of the 11th chapter, He [the apoſtle] 


« goes on Chap. xi. to ſet before them the 
© power of the grace of faith, and propoſes 


«the example of the ſaints 1 in former times, 


« and then tells them, chap. xii.— that all 
ce theſe examples of faith and CONSTANCY 
* ought to be encouragements to them, to 
© run with patience in the Chriſtian race, 
« Afterwards—he inſtructs them to adorn 
« their chriſtian profeſſion—and (which was 
« allalong the MAIN DESIGN) to take heed 
that no one amongſt them—ſhould de- 
ce ſpiſe and CAST OFF their glorious privi- 
« lege in Chriſt Jeſus, and their intereſt in 
46 the goſpel, and in being members of 
Chriſt's 


( 147 ) 


« Chriſt's holy church, with the benefits 


c of the new covenant through Chriſt's 5 


ce blood. 


« Laſtly, chap. xili. 1. Ae. he: gives. 


« them ſundry particular directions for a 


« chriſtian life and behaviour, and then 
« again encourages them to PERSEVERE in 


e the chriſtian faith &.“ 


That this account is true, will fully ap- | 


pear from a more particular ſurvey of the 
contents of the whole epiſtle. 


Chap. i. The apoſtle ſhews that all for- 


mer diſpenſations were delivered to the 


world by men and angels, who were only 
ſervants in what they did; but that the - 


goſpel ſalvation was delivered by Chriſt, 


who 15 the Son of God, and the Heir of all 


things. How naturally does he then infer 
the ſuperiority of the Goſpel over the Law; 


and, of conſequence, the great abſurdity of 


leaving the former for the ſake. of the 
latter! 


Chap. ii. . He ole an . 1 
might be made to the ſuperior exellency of 
N $- „„ 


See Sacred Interpreter, from page 273, 279. 


( 14 
Chriſt, on account of his humiliation, 
To this end he ſhews that this humiliation 
was voluntary : that it was intended for 
many important purpoſes, viz. That we 
might be ſanCtified, "verſe 11. That 
through his death we might be delivered 
from death, verſe 14, 15. And that Chriſt, 
by experiencing our infirmities in his own 
perſon, might become a faithful and a mer. 
ciful High- prieſt, verſe 17, 18. The in- 
ference then is, That his taking our na- 
ture upon him, and dying therein, is no 
argument of his inferiority, either to the. 
prophets or to the angels; and therefore 
it is no excuſe for thoſe who AarosTATISE 
from the golpel for the ſake of the law. 
Chap. 1 Here Chriſt is particular 
| compared with Moſes, and ſhewn to be ſu- 
perior to him in ſeveral reſpe&s. As, I. 
| Chrift is the great builder of that houſe, of 
which Moſes is only a ſmall part, verle 3, 4 
2. Chriſt is as a Son in his own houſe; 
but Aojes was only as a ſervant in his maſ- 
ter's houſe, verſe 5. Therefore Chriſt and 
his ſalvation are per to Moſes and bis 
law, and Hught not to ben ne glected on ac- 
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count of that which is inferior to it. From 
verſe 7. of this chapter, to verſe 14. of the 
4. chapter, the apoſtle ſhews the great dan- 
ger of AposSTATISING from Chriſt, by the 
ſevere ſentence which was paſſed on thoſe 
who rebelled againſt Moſes, and ien 
from his law. 

Chap. v. Chriſt is compared | to row, . 
and preferred to him on ſeveral accounts. 
1 Aaron offered for his own, as well 
as for the fins of the people; but Chri/ 
offered only for the fins of others, hav- 
ing none of his own to offer for, verſe 3 
2. Chriſt was not a prieſt after the order of | 
Aaron, but after the order of Melchiſedec, 
which was a ſuperior order, verſe 10. 

Concerning Alelcbiſedec and Chriſt, the 5 
apoſtle obſerved, that, through the dullneſs 
of the Hebrews, there were ſome things 
which they could not eaſily underſtand, 
verſe 11,—14. He therefore calls on 
them, chap. vi. to labour for a more per- 
fect acquaintance therewith ; withal pro- 
miſing them his farther aſſiſtance, ver. 1—3. 
The neceſſity of their doing this, of their 
thus going on unto  pertoion, he enforced 


oy 
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4 39 
by the following conſideration, that if they 


did not go forward, they would be in danger 
of APOSTATISING in ſuch manner as would 


be irrecoverable, verſe 7, 8. From thence to 


the end of the chapter, he encouraged them 


to patience and PERSEVERANCE, by the 
_ conſideration of the love, oath, and faithful. 


neſs of Gop; and, alſo, by the example of 
their father Abraham. 
Chap. vii. The apoſtle Taſtes the 8h 


rallel between Melchiſedec and Chriſt, and 
ſhews that they agree in title and deſcent, 
verſe 1—. and then from inſtances where. 
in the prieſthood of Melchiſedec was pte. 
ferable to the prieſthood of Aaron, he infers 
the ſuperiority of Chrift's prieſt-hood over 
that of Aaron's, verſe 4—17. From thence to 
the end of the chapter he ſhews that the 


priefthood of Aaron was only ſubſervient to 


the prieſthood of CHriſt, in which it was con- 
ſummated and aboliſned; and, of conſe- 
quence, that all thoſe legal obligations were 
thereby aboliſhed. How naturally then did 
the apoſtle infer the abſurdity of arosr4a- 


T1SING fromthe goſpel to the law, feeing 
they who did this, not only left the greater 
5 „„ = 


er 


d 
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the 
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for the leſſer; but alſo left that which re- 


mained in full force, for the ſake of that 


which was diſannulled. 
Chap. viii. is employed, partly in reca- 
pitulating what had been demonſtrated be- 


fore concerning the ſuperior dignity of our 


great High- prieſt, verſe 1—5. and partly 


in ſhewing the ſuperior excellency of the 
new covenant as eſtabliſhed in Chriſt, and 
as containing better promiſes ; verſe 6, to 
the end of the chapter. From this laſt 
| confideration, the impropriety of going 
from the new covenant to the old, is as 
naturally inferred, as from any other of the 


fore · mentioned conſiderations. 
With the ſame view the apoſtle, chap. 


ix. compares Chriſt and his prieſthood, to 
the tabernacle of old, and to what the 
high-prieſt did therein on the great day of 


atonement ; in all things giving Car the 
preference, from verſe 1. to the end, 


Chap. x. The apoſtle ſets down the 


lifference between the legal ſacrifices and 


the ſacrifice of Chriſt. The legal ſ acrifices 


vere weak and could not put away fin, 
verſe 14. but the facrifice of Chrift was 
po erful, 


r amen r e ee 


could not do, verſe 5—10. 

the legal prieſts who offered theſe facti. 

| fices; and the High-prieſt of our profeſſion, 
And, firſt, the legal prieſts were many; 
our's is one. Secondly, they ſtood when 


_ Chriſt ſits at the right hand of his Father, 


For all. Fourthly, they, with all their offer. 


| confiderations, the apoſtle infers the great 
ſuperiority of the Goſpel over the Lay; 


ing the former for the ſake of the latter, 


r —a_ſ — mn 


to improve his doctrine. This he does by] 
ſhewing that, for the reaſons above given 
the Hebrews ought to cleave to Chrift, ll * 
hold faſt their profeſſion, and not to for the 


152 ) 
powerful, doing that which the other 


The next point of difference was between 


they preſented their offerings to God ; but 
Thirdly, they offered often; but Chriſt once 
ings could not put away the ſmalleſt fin; 
but Chriſt, by his one offering, put away 
all fin, verſe 11—18. Now, from all thele 
and conſequently, the impropriety of lea. 


The next thing that the apoſtle does, i 


ſake the aſſembling of themſelves together, the 
ver. 19—25. And as a farther inducement th © 
dleave to Chriſt, and to yERSEVERE unto H © | 


end 
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end, he urges the conſideration of the diffi- 
culties which they had overcome already; 
and alſo of the love which they had formerly 
ſhewn towards Chrift and his goſpel, verſe 
32—34. He allo encouraged them not to 
calt away their confidence, ſeeing it had a 
great recompence of reward, which they 
ſhould ſoon enjoy, if they PERSEVERED to 
the end, ver. 35—37. Another conſideration | 
which he urged was, that they ought not to 
depart from faith to the works of the law ; 
becauſe it is by faith that a juſt man liveth, 
and not by the works of the law; becauſe. 
God has no pleaſure in thoſe who draw 
back from faith in him ; and becauſe every 
one who does this, expoſes himſelf to eter- 
nal perdition, verſe 36—39. 

Another inducement which he lay before 
them, to cox TIN uE to expect ſalvation 
by faith and patience, was the conſideration 
of the powerful effect of theſe graces, as 
exemplified in the patriarchs of old, and 
the reſt of the ancient worthies: chapter 
the xi. throughout. © This chapter,” ac- 
cording to Mr. Perkins, depends on the 
8 former, chus; we may read in the former 

9 chapter 
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4 

4 

it 

. } | | cc chapter, that many Jews having received 
4 


1 ca the faith, and given their names to Chriſ, 
= 4 did afterwards FALL AWAY ; therefore 
cc towards the end of the chapter, there 
e js a notable exhortation tending to per- 
&« ſuade the Hebrews to PERSEVERE in 

& faith unto the end. »__©< Now in this 
chapter he continues the ſame exhorta. 
tion: and the WHOLE CHAPTER ( As 1 
«TA KE IT) is NOTHING ELSE in ſubſtance 
« hut one reaſon to urge the former exhor. 
tation to PERSEVERANCE in faith : and 

66 the reaſon is drawn from the excellency of 

« jt; for this chapter doth divers ways ſet 
down what an excellent GIFT of G0D 
« FAITH is: his WHOLE SCOPE therefore 
is manifeſt to be NOTHING ELSE, but to 
(e urge them to PERSEVERE and CONTINUE 

„ in THAT FAITH, proved at lags to be fo 

« EXCELLENT a thing.“ Ls 
And as a farther encouragement to pa- 
tience and PERSEVERANCE he adds the ex. 
ample of Cbriſt, chap. xii. verſe 1—3. And 


as to the afflictions they met with on the 
goſpel 
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+ See Perkin's Comment en n the Epiſtle to the He- 
brews, Page I, | 


. 
goſpel's account, he tells them that they 


ought not to be diſcouraged, and driven 


away from Chriſt on their account, ſceing 


| they were ſigns of the divine favour, and 


permitted to come upon them, only tor 
their good, verſe 4—11. He then exhorts 
them to encourage one another, to PERSE-: 
VERE in well- -doing, verſe 12—14. To. 


watch over one another, leſt any of them _ 
fall FROM TUB GRACE OF  Gop, verſe 


15—18. And ſeeing they were then in 
poſſeſſion of privileges, . goſpel privileges, 


ſuch as the law of Moſes could not give, 
| he exhorts them to BoD Fasr the grace 


they had, that thereby they might ſerve 


| God, in ſuch a manner as the great obliga- 


tions they were under required ; which 


alone would be acceptable unto him: and 


this they ought to do the rather, becauſe | 


if they did not, they would find God to 
be as much more ſevere to them, as his goſ- 


pel is ſuperior to the law, verſe * to ) the | 
end of the chapter. 
Chap. xiii, He exhorts them, inſtead of 
| APOSTATIZING, to CONTINUE their bro- 
chert) affection one for another, verſe 1— 3. 4 
0 1 


„ 
To con rinvk their purity of behaviour; 
their dependance on Gop; and their re. 
gard for their teachers, verſe 4—8, He 
e xhorts them not to ſuffer themſelves to be 
CARRIED ABOUT (from Chriſt and his gol. 
pel) by divers and ſtrange doctrines ; but 
rather to ſtrive to be eſtabliſhed in grace: 
which they would find to be of more ſer- 
vice to them than running about aſter jew. 
iſh ceremonies, verſe 9. Again, he exhorts 
them to CLEAVE To, and follow Feſus with. 
out the camp, and continually to give praiſe 
to Gop, through Him, verſe 9—16. and 
inſtead of TURNING AWAY after ſeducers, 
that they might avoid perſecution, and the 
ſcandal of the croſs, hg exhorts them to 
ſubmit to and obey their own Chriſtian 
teachers, and to pray for their ſucceſs and 
welfare, verſe 17-19. concluding the 
whole with ſome ſalutations, and a ſolemn 
benediction, from verſe 20. to the end. 
Now if we cloſely attend to theſe general 
contents of the epiſtle, we ſhall find that 
EVERY ARGUMENT, and MoDE of RE4- 
SONING, Which would be proper in a trea- 
tiſe, wrote, profeſſedly, | on che ſin and 
; dan. 


aw Sy A nad, . » 
E N . hs - 


leſ 


; goſpel :\ 


„ 
danger of apoſtaſy, f is made uſe of f in this 
pile 

For, 1. As great temptations to prefer 
the law of Moſes to the goſpel of Cbriſ, 
was one circumſtance Which expoſed them 
to the danger of apoſtaſy, nothing could 


be more to the purpoſe, than to ſhew them 


thatthe goſpel is ſuperior to the law. Now 
we have ſeen how largely this argument 
is proſecuted in chap. 
Ix, and x. 
as follows: 

No one ought. to prefer char Which is 


1. 11. 111. v. vii. viii. 
If we reduce it to form, it runs. 


| leſs excellent unto that which is more ſo; 


But the law is leſs excellent than the 


eee none ought to prefer the law 
to the goſpel, by pa. from the lat⸗ 
ter to the former. . 

2. Another argument, equally proper 
on ſuch an occafion, is that taken from' the 
conſideration of the puniſhment which 
all apoſtates are expoſed to. This argu- 
ment is urged, chap. ii. verſe 2, 3. chap. iii. 
verſe 7. to the end. chap. iv. verſe 1, —14. 


chap. vi. verſe 4—8. N x. verſe 26,.— 


02 31. 
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31. chap. xii. verſe 25, 28, 29. In moſt 
of theſe places the apoſtle compares the 
puniſhment which will be inflicted on 
apoſtates from Chrift and his goſpel, to 
that which was inflicted on the apoſtate 
Ifraclites of old: and he frequently ſhews 
thar the former will be f ar greater than the 
latter, This argument is as follows, 
You ought not to do that which will ex. 
pole you to as great and greater puniſhment, 
than that which Gop inflicted on the rebel. 
nous Ifraclites of old 3 
But total and final Pen, from Chuit 
Wille xpoſe yo n to this; > 
Therefore you ought not totally and 
finally to apoſtatize from Chriſt. 
3. Another argument proper on ſuch an 
occaſion, is that taken from the conſideration 
of the great reward which Gop has promiſ- 
ed to perſeverance. This the apoſtle urges, 
chap. iii, verſe 6. 14. chap. iv. verſe 1,9. 
Chap. v. verſe 9. chap. vi. verſe 9.—1I. 


chap. ix. verſe 28. chap. x. verſe 3539 


1 bis arg ument runs thus: 
You ought to be careful to do that which 
Goy has promiſed greazly to reward; 


But 


tic 


his 
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But he has promiſed you this on condi: 

tion of your perſeverance in the golf. pel of: 
his Son; 

Therefore you ought to be careful to per- 
ſevere therein, 
4. A fourth argument, which muſt ope- 
rate powerfully on ſuch an occaſion, is. 
taken from the confideration ; of loſing. 
their preſent privileges by apoſtatizing. 

This argument is inſiſted on, chap. ii. verſe 
11. to the end. chap. iii. verſe 1. chap. iv. 
verſe 3. 14,—16. chap. vi. verſe 18,—20 
chap. vii. verſe 19. chap. viii..verſe 10,— 
12, chap. ix. verſe 14, 15. chap. x. verſe. 
14,—22. Chap x11. verſe 22, 24, 28, chap.. 
xili. verſe 10,—14. Ibis argument runs 
thus: © 
You ought not to do that by which you: 
will loſe the goſpel Privieges JOS; row 
Jer. > 
But if you apoſtatize from Chriſt and his, 


zoſpel, you will loſe theſe. 


Therefore you ought not to apoſta tze. 
from Chrift and his goſpel. 
5. A fifth argument very proper ia i, fs 
9 


9 


ET TO TIT 


ing to Chri/?, and in profeſſing his religion, 


10. chap. x. verſe 32—34. The argument 
rather to be ſtedfaſt therein unto the end. 
your adherence to Chrif ?, and in profeſling 


ry of adhering t to Chrift, or of e 


| occaſion | is taken from the example of ſuch 
perſons as are held in very high eſteem 


verſe 1—3. Here the argument is, 


the example of the holy men | of old, you 


N 
a work is taken from the conſideratlon of 
their former zeal and diligence, in clear. 


This argument is handled, chap. vi. verſe 


here 15, 
T hoſe who have formerly been zealous 
in well-doing ought not to grow weary, but 


But you have formerly been zealous in 


his religion ; $ | 
1 berefore, you ought not to grow wez . 


his religion. — ; 
6. Apather- argument proper on fuch an 
Now this argument is urged, chap. vi. verk 


12—15. Chap. xi. throughout. ; chap. xi. 


Whatever you eſteem as an excelleney in 


ought to imitate; 
But you ceem as an n excellency i in thei 
example 


In of 
leav- 
gion. 
verſe 
ment 


alous 
7, but 
nd, 

us in 


efling 


weg- 


"0 


ch an 
f {uch 
ſteem. 
verſe 
p. xi. 


ncy in 
}, You 


n thei 
ample, 


lecting it. 
in general, in the courſe of the preceding 


5 „„ | 
example, that they were ſtedfaſt, and did 
not apoſtatize from Gop and his ways; 


Therefore you ought to imitate their ex- 


ample 1 in being ſtedfaſt, and in not apoſta- 
tizing from N and his goſpel. 


From all that hath been laid, in iheſe 8 
ſev SPE ſurveys of this epiſtle, it undeniably 
appears, 


1. That the apoſtle apprehended 
theſe Hebrews to be in danger of total and 


final apoſtaſy ; 2. That he wrote this epiſtle . 
to them on purpoſe to prevent it, if poſſible; 


and, 3. That of conſequence it was total and 


final apoſtaſy which he meant by e N 
ing this great ſalvation. 


„III. Thus having largely ſhewn what is 


| meant by neglecting ſo great ſalvation, I _ 
proceed, Thirdly, to ſhew the conſequence | 

of neglecting it; 
lute impoſlibility of eſcaping that conſe- 


together with the abſo- 
quence, if we neglect i it, | 
| And, Firſt, as to the conſequence of neg- 


This has often been mentioned 


pages. | 


662.) 


pages, But we will now be a little more 


particular, 
In the verſe preceding the text the apoſ. 


- 208 obſerves, that the word ſpoken by an. 


gels was ſtedfaſt, and that every tranſgteſ. 


ſion and diſobedience received a just RE. 
' COMPENCE OF REWARD : that is, they 
received ſuch a recompence as in its quality 
and quantity, was juſtly due to the nature 
and degree of ſuch an offence, He then 
adds, © How ſhall we eſcape” — a juſt 
recompence of reward, © if we neg- 
ect ſo great falvation ?”—PBut what is 
that juſt recompence of reward which be- 
longs to the neglecters of this ſalvation ? 
I anſwer, ſuch as in its quality and quantity, 
that is, in its NATURE and DEGREE is juſtly 
due to total and final apoſtaſe. 


As to the nature of the puniſhment, the 


apoſtle faith, chap. vi. verſe 8, that „ their 
END 18 TO BE BURNED.” Mr, Henry, on 


theſe words ſaith, ** Apoſtaſy will be puniſh- 


«ed with EVERLASTING BURNINGS, with 
the fire that ſhall never be quenched, 
"0 This is the {ad end to which apoſlaſy 


935 leads, 


„ 
« leads, and therefore Chriſtians ſhould go 
« on, and grow in grace, leſt if they do 
e not go forward, they ſhould go back- 
« ward, till they bring matters to this wo- 
«ful extremity of fin and miſery®*.” 
In chap. x. verſe 27. we are informed 
with what they are to be burned, and alſo 
in what manner. And, firſt, they are to be 


| burned with a fiery indignation. That is, 
with the fierce diſ pleaſure, wrath, and ven- 


geance of a ſin-avenging Gov. Secondly, 
this fiery indignation 1 is to devour them. | 
That is, it is to devour them, body and 


| foul for ever. Menochius and Eſtius, as 


quoted by the calvinian Pool, ſay, Eft 
« proſopopœia, gud igni rribuit vitam et 


 candisque illius "xjuviis, . ki 
% tante more et dilationis; ut ignis fit in- 
« ſtar irritate feræ, que predam apprehbendit ; 


| © et devorat, vel inflar lictoris acerbati, qui 
| «© peflit vindicare:“ it is a proſopopœia, 


which attributes to fire, life, ſtrength, ſenſe, 


and zeal for Go 5 glory, and for the re- 


venging 


. Hepry on the place. : 


„„%%ͤ;ͥ́? 4 
venging of the injuries done to him, and 
impatient of ſo long delay; inſomuch that 
fire is repreſented like an angry wild beaſt, 
that ſeizes upon and devours its prey, or 
like an exaſperated executioner who is im. 
patient to ſtrike the blow. And EG 
_ fays again, “ Inflar ignis acerrime et celer. 
crime punit :” like fire he puniſhes in 
the moſt quick and ſevere manner||. Mr, 
Henry faith, «© Some think this refers 
to the dreadful deſtruction of the Jew. 
ce jſh church and fate ; but certainly it 
ee refers alſo to the utter deſtruction that 
& awaits for all obſtinate APOSTATES AT 
« DEATH AND JUDGMENT, when the 
Judge ſhall diſcover a fiery indignation 
„ againſt them, that will devour the adver:- 
« faries : They will be conſigned over to tht 
e devouring fire, and to everlaſiing burn. 
„ jngs*,” Thus the ayosTATES ſhall 
know, by woeful experience, that “ Ven. 
geance belongeth unto the Lord; that He 
will recompence; that He will judge the 
people; and that it is a dreadful thing for 
"ma 


I Syn. Crit. in loc, | Tbid, * Henry on the place, 


, and 


1 that 
deaſt, 
Y, Or 
is im- 
Eflins 
celer. 
es in 
Mr, 
refers 
Jew. 
nly it 
n that 
IS AT 
the 
nation 
ad ver. 
to the 
burn: 

; ſhall 
„Ven- 
at He 
ge the 
ing for 
them 


he place, 
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them to fall into the lands of the Living 
God,” chap. x. verſe 30, 31. and that to 


ſuch, „Our Gop is a conſuming fire,” 
chap. X11. verſe 29. 


But in what quantity, or degree will this ro 
puniſhment be inflicted on them? Ianſwer, 
It ſhall be inflifted in a larger quantity, or 


in a greater degree than upon any other 
ſinners who ever lived —To make this ap- 


| pear, I ſhall obſerve, 1. That the mani- 


feſtations of Himſelf, which, from time to 
time, Gop has made to the world, have 
been in various degrees. The loweſt ma- 
nifeſtation of himſelf was to the Heathens, 
by the light of nature. The manifeſta- 
tion of himſelf made to the Jews, by Moſes 
and the Prophets, roſe ſeveral degrees 
higher. But the moſt clear, full, and per- 
fect manifeſtation of all, 
Cbriſ and his goſpel : 
10, 11. Chap. ix. verſe 7—9. 11. Obſerve, 
2. That as Gop has manifeſted himſelf to 
different people, in different degrees, ſo he 


will proportion their degrees of puniſhment 


to the meaſures of light and opportunity 
which they have received, and abuſed. 


FR 


is that made by 
ſee chap. vill. verſe -- 


5 „ 
The Heathens, who abuſed the loweſt dif. 
penſation of God's grace, will doubtleſs be 


very ſeverely puniſhed. So faith St, Paul. 


cc Indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
anguiſh, to every ſoul of man that doeth 


evil; to the Jew firſt, and alſo the Greek, 


that is, the heathen who abuſed the light 


of nature. And that theſe will be ſevere. 
ly puniſhed, is evident from what God has 
already done in the caſe of ſome of them. 

Jude tells us that the people of © Sodom 


and Gomorrah are ſuffering the vengeance 


of eternal fire.” Dreadful, then, is the pu- 


niſhment which God has already inflicted 


on the heathen world for neglecting, or 
abuſing thoſe inferior manifeſtations of his 
will. But as the revelation of his will, made 
by Moſes and the prophets unto the Jews, 
is more great and glorious, ſo the puniſh- 
ment of ſuch of them as are refractory and 


diſobedient will be more great and terri- 
ble. So our Lord told the diſobedient 


Jews of his day. * It ſhall be more tole- 


rable for Sodom and Gomorrah in the day 
of Judgment than for you.” As if he had 


ſaid, Your puniſhment 1 in K nd ſhall be the 
| ſame; 


fan 


the 


ha\ 


_ aga 
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the vengeance of eternal fire,” But as you 


againſt greater light; your degree of that 


tolerable for Tyre ard Sidon, thoſe other 


'mble, 


4 propoſition is undeniable from chap. x, 


ͤð¾ ́ö N 
ſame; for you, with them, ſhall “' ſuffer 


have abuſed greater mercies, and ſinned 


vengeance ſhall of conſequence be greater. 
Our Lord then adds, It ſhall be more 


heathen cities, than for you. Ihe men of 
Nineveh, alſo, and the queen of the South 
(all Heathens) ſhall riſe up in judgment 


againſt this generation of diſobedient Jews, 
and ſhall condemn it.“ It is therefore cer- 
tain, that ſevere as the puniſhment of diſo- 


bedient heathens will be, that of diſobedi- 
ent Jews will be more ſevere and intole- | 


But how will it be wht. e me. 
Chriſtine 3 particularly, with thoſe who 
ſo neglect this great ſalvation as to fall n- 
to total and final apoſtaſy ? I anſwer; their | 
puniſhment ſhall be much greater than that 
of a diſobedient Jew. Ihe truth uf this 


verſe 28, 29, of this epiſtle. 4+ He, (aid 
the apolite, that de piſed Aer, law, died 
P . ---WRhout 


— n _— e 


168) 


es: of now MUCH SORER puniſhmeat 

ſuppoſe ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, 
who hath 19840 under foot the Son of 
Gop ?” &c, Now, let it be well obſerved 
here, that the neglecter of this ſalvation, 
that the total and final apoſtate from Chriſt 
and his goſpel, ſhall be counted worthy of 
(and, of conſequence, receive) PUNIS8- 
MENT, SORER puniſhment, Mock ſorer 
than the rebellious and apoſtate Jews. 80 

Biſhop Hopkins, in his ſermon on Heb. x. 
30, 3 1. © In the four precedent verſes, we 


© mendous judgments againſt all that 
. ſhould wilfully tranſgreſs, AFTER THEY 
. HAD RECEIVED THE KNOWLEDGE OF 
© THE TRUTH. He tells us, there remains 
& no more ſacrifice for their fins : nothing 
« to expiate their guilt, but that THEY 
« THEMSELVES MUST FALL A burnt facti- 
a fice to the offended juſtice of Gop, con- 
© UMED with that FIERY INDIGNATION 
that ſhall CERTAINLY SEIZE and PREY 


; « he 


without mercy, under two or three witneſſ. 


6 find the apoſtle threatening moſt tre. 


«on them FOR EVER. And1 in verſe 28, 29. 


( 169 ) 


che ſets forth the excecding dreadfulncſs 


« of their judgment, by a compariſon be- 
« tween thoſe that violate the law of Moſes, 
« and thoſe that RENOUNCE and anuul the 
« Jaw of Chriſt. He that deſpiſed Moſes” 


c law—was to die without mercy ; cer- 


« tainly much ſorer judgments await thoſe 


e who reject the laws of Chrif—ſuch as 


e theſe ſhall ETERNALLY PERISH With 


e LESS MERCY, than thoſe that died with- 
« out mercy*.. So father Queſnel, It 


« there was no mercy for him who deſpiſed 
« the law of Moſes, in one ſingle point; 
« what ought the perjured perſon to ex- 
i pe&t, who violates the Chriſtian covenant, 


and tears off a member from Feſus Chriſt, 


*by DESERTING HIM ? Such a perſon 
« will have both heaven and earth as wit- | 
« neſſes againſt him, and Gop for a judge 
« and avenger of his own cauſe||.” So on 
ver. 30. © It belongs to Gop, to avenge the 


« holineſs of his covenant, when violated 


by APoSTASY and fin, Men punifh as 
TY d men: 


"9 Biſhop Hopkios's $ Works, 3d Edit. page 368. 
|| Queſnel's New T eſtament o on the Place. 
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„men: Gop puniſhes and executes ven- in 

« geance as Gop, chat is, holily, infinitely, 4p 

5 a It is therefore moſt infal- JE 

libly certain, that the greateſt meaſure, elc 

the heavieſt ard moſt intolerable load of on 

the wrath of Geb, will be the conſequence if! 

of neglecting this great ſalvation. fro 

cla 

Having ſhewn what the conan of neg 

neglecting it is, I proceed, Secondly, to rt 

ſhew the impoſſivility of eſcaping this conſe- ſpa 

quence if we neglect it. By IMPOSSIBILI:- equ 

TY of eſcaping, 1 mean, that there is no way if u 

. ot eicaping which can poſſibly be found, Mr. 
1 or means of it which can poſſibly be uſed. 40 0 
ut it may be ſaid, Does not the apol- « tc 
* « tle ſuppoſe that there is ſome way ot « 
i 6 other to eſcape when he aſks, how it may « q 
i. © be done?” I anſwer, he ſuppoſes no il u 
7 5 ſuch ching. His words, properly under- 4 4 
1 | ſtood, rather ſuppoſe the contrary. For, of 
1 when an impoſſibility is required, it is com- « 11 
1 miaon to ſay, How can that be done? cer- th 
[ : tainly the meaning is, it is impoſſible to do ff « 0, 
1 1 it. And that this was the apoſtle” s mean- Wl « 
1 Ty Ft ing 66 (6 


4 See Queſuel- on the place; 


„ 
ing in the paſſage under conſideratior, 


appears from chap. xii. verſe 25, See that 


ye refuſe not him that ſpeaketh : for if they 


eſcaped not who refuſed him that ſpake 


on earth, much more SHALL NOT We eſcape, 
if we turn away from him that ſpeaketh 
from heaven, Here then the apoſtle de- 


clares that WE SHALL Nor eſcape if we 
neglect this great ſalvation : that as it is 
certain, that thoſe who refuſed him WhO 
ſpake on earth, D1D Nor eſcape, ſo it is 


equally certain that we SHALL xor eſcape, 


if we refufe him who ſpeakethfrom heaven. 
Mr. Henry on the place faith, © The miſery 
« of ſuch ſinners is deſcribed, and declared 
« to be unavoidable, ver. 3. How ſhall 
« we eſcape ? This intimates, 1. That the 
« deſpiſers of this ſalvation are condemned, 
e under arreſt, and in the hands of juſtice | 
« already.—2. There is xo ESA PING out 


of this condemned ſtate, —As for thoſe 


* that neglect it, the wrath of Gop is upon 


e them, and it abies upon them, thay 
"CANNOT DISENGAGE THEMSELVES, they 


*CANNOT. emerge, they CANNOT get 


© from under the curſe,- — There is vet a 


„ more 


in 
« more aggravated curſe and ende matte 
Waiting for all thoſe that deſpiſe the 
= grace of Gop in Chriſt, and that ma 
% heavy curſe they CANNOT ESCAPE— 
There is no door of mercy left open for 
Bo them, there ſhall be no more ſacrifice 
© for ſin, they are irrecoverable. The vy- 
„ AVOIDABLENEsSS of the miſery of ſuch 
; * is here expreſſed by way of queſtion,— 
* How ſhall we eſcape? It is an appeal to 
 & univerſal reaſon, to the confciences of 
« ſinners themſelves; it is a challenge to 
all their power and policy, to all their 
« intereſt and alliances, whether they, ot 
« any for them, can find out, or can force 
© out, a way of eſcape from the vindidtive 
«* juſtice and wrath of Gop+.” Dr. Owen 
« ſaith, that, © The deſign of the apoſtle 
in theſe verſes is, to prove that they ſhall 
5 DESERV EDLY and ASSUREDLY PER158 
Who ſhall neglect the goſpely. * Again, 
«© The apoſtle in the next verſes—lets them 
* kr.ow that their deſtruction 15 CERT AIR, 
and that from God||.” And the reaſon 
: why 


+ Hevury on the place, $ Owen on the place. || Ib 
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why we ſhall not eſcape is, becauſe i it is in. 


Mn 
he poſſible: : Gop cannot in any wiſe, conſiſt- 
of ent with his wifdom, holineſs; juſtice and 


truth, admit of it; for if he could poſſibly 

have done it, conſiſtently with theſe attri- 
butes, there is yo doubt but his goodneſs 

would have done it : therefore, I conclude, 

that there is no poſſibility of eſcaping for 
thoſe who neglect this great ſalvation. =! 
But it may be ſaid, © Suppoſe I ſhould _ 1 , 
« negle& this ſalvation, cannot I eſcape 1) 
« by depending on the mercy of God?“ 1 
_ anſwer, No. For, though it be a great and 


or facred truth, that Gop is infinite in mercy, 
ce it will not follow that the abuſers of this 
ve mercy ſhall be ſaved thereby. St. Paultells 
171 us, chap. x. verſe 28. that“ He that deſpiſ- 
le ed Moſes' law died wir hour mercy, under 
all two or three witneſſes.“ He then adds, 
u © Of how much $ORER Puniſhment ſuppoſe 
in, ye, ſhall he be thought worthy, who hath 
em troden under foot the Son of Gop,“ & c. 
„As if he had ſaid, The fin of deſpiſing 
ſon Moſes' law was ſo aggravated, that the 
by mercy of Gop would not interpoſe in behalf 
1 of ſuch an offender. Now, as the ſin of 
: „ choſe 
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thoſe who have troden under foot the Son 
of Gor, &c. is ſo much more heinous, 
there is abundantly more reaſon to believe 
that mercy will not interpoſe on their be. 
half; but rather that it will ſuffer the py. 
niſhment they have ſo dearly deſerved, to 
fall on them without remedy, and to re- 
main on them for ever. 
gut ſuppoſe 1 neglect this len 
« by totally and finally apoſtatizing, cannot 
J eſcape the afore- mentioned puniſhment, 
« by living a ſober, moral life?“ I again 
anſwer, No. For tbe apoſtle declares, all 


over this epiſtle, that our ſalvation is by 


Cbrii, and by adhering unto him. So chap, 
Ii. verſe 3. Chriſt is faid, by himſelf to have 
purged our ſins: chap, ii. verſe 9. to have 


taſted death for every man: verſe 10. that 
he is the captain of our ſalvation : verſe 14, 


15. that he died to deſtroy the power of 
death—and to deliver them who through 


fear of death were all their life-time ſubject 
to bondage: verſe 17. that he made recon- 


ciliation for the ſins of the people: chap, 


iv. verſe 14. that he is our great High 


Prieſt: verſe od that he has cyected a 


throne 


1 
throne of grace, unto which we are to come 
for mercy, &c. chap. v. verſe 9. that he is 
become the author of eternal ſalvation un- 


to all that obey him: chap. vi. verſe 18. 
that he is our retuge to which we are to fly, 


that we may lay hold on the hope ſet before 
us: chap. vili. verſe 6. that he is the Me- 


diator of the new Covenant: chap. ix. verſe 


12. that he has obtained eternal redemption 
for us: verſe 14. that it is his blood which 
purgeth our conſciences from dead works 
to ſerve the living God : verſe 15. that by 
his death we receive the promiſe of the 


| eternal inheritance : verſe 26. that he hath 
appeared to put away fin by the ſacrifice of 


himſelf: chap. x. verſe 5—9. that when 


Gov had no pleaſure in Jewiſh ſacrifices 
and offerings, a body was prepared for 


Chriſt, in which he freely and chearfully 
came to do the will of God: verſe 10, by 


the which will we are ſanCtified, through 
the offering of the body of Chrift once for 


all: verſe 19. that we have boldneſs to en- 
ter into the holieſt by the blood of Jeu: 
verſe 38, that we live by faith! in him: and 

that 


„ 
that thus it is, according to chap. 12. verſe 
2. that he is the author and finiſher of our 


faith. 


Now, from this account we learn, that 


the whole of our ſalvation, both in time 
and. eternity, is by Chriſt and his goſpel 


only: I ſay, onhy; for we are told, chap, 


1. ver. 3 that Chriſt BY HIMSELF hath done 
it. And that our ſalvation is only by 


Chriſt, is ſo ſtrongly implied, in almoſt 


every part of this epiſtle, that it cannot, 
with any ſhadow of reaſon, be denied. 
Therefore, I conclude, that whatever laws, 
or rules, a man may walk by, whether 
they be thoſe delivered by Moſes, or thoſe 
laid down by Epictetus, Socrates, Seneca, 
or Plato; if he is a total and final apoſ- 
tate from this great ſalvation, he never can 
eſcape the dreadful conſequence. 


But it may be ſaid once more, Suppoſe 


0 I ſhould at preſent, or at any future 
e period thus neglect this great ſalvation, 


& will not my former attachment to it be 


« ſufficient to ſcreen me from the puniſh- 
« ment above mentioned ?” I anſwer, it 


will not.” And for proof of this I obſerve, 
5 that 


1 5 
that, perhaps there never was a people I i 
more cordially, and zealouſly attached to 
Chriſt and his goſpel, than theſe Hebrews 
had formerly been. For the apoſtle tells 
them, chap. x. verſe 32,—34. that After 
they were illuminated, they endured a_ 
great fight of afflictions : partly, ſaid he, 
whilſt ye were made a gazing-ftock, both 
by reproaches and afflictions ; and partly 
whilſt ye became companions of them that 
were ſo uſed. For ye had compaſſion of 
me in my bonds, and took joyfully the 
ſpoiling of your goods, knowing in your- 
ſelves that ye have in heaven a better and 
an enduring ſubſtance, On this paſſage 
I obſerve, that here was not only great zeal 
tor Chriſt, his goſpeland perſecuted ſervant; 
but it was ſuch as was built on a ſolid foun- 
dation: for they firmly adhered to Chriſt 
ind the goſpel for a while, and took joy- 
fully the ſpoiling of their goods, “ know- 
in themſelves that in heaven they had a 
better and an enduring ſubſtance.” And yet, 
notwithſtanding all this, they are threaten- 
ed with the ſoreſt puniſhment that Gop has 
a Frome br rr ons. 
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( 178.) 
to inſlict, on ſuppoſition that they apoſta. 


n is therefore certain that paſt 
attachments to Chriſt, and zeal for his glory, 


be they never ſo genuine and fervent, will 


not be ſufficient to acquit thoſe who ſhall 
afterwards, by 1 A this our 


{alvation. 


_ Having ſhewn, I. W hat we are to under | 
ſtand by ſo great ſalvation : II. What by 


neglecting it: and, III. The conſequence 
of ſo doing, and the impoſſibility of eſcap- 


ing it; I now proceed i in the IV, place to 
: draw a few inferences from the whole. 


1. And, Firſt, from what has been ſaid 
we learn, that the doctrine of unconditional 


_ perſeverance is no truth of Gop; is no doc- 


trine of revelation. This, the epiſtle to 


the Hebrews moſt abſolutely demonſtrates. 
The total and final apoſtaſy of true believ- 
ers, is the one ſuppoſition which runs 
through the whole epiſtle, from beginning 
to end: and, as I have obſerved above, the 
epiſtle is no other than a regular treatiſe on 
this ſubject, wherein every argument, pro. 


per on ſuch an occaſion, is uſed by the 
apoſtle i in the moſt Judicious, and conclu- 
ſive 
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five manner. Here then i 18 ſolid proof chet 
Chriſtian believers are capable of or A 
and FINAL apoſtaſy : a whole book of the 
New Teſtament ; which is juſtly deem- 
ed one of the moſt learned and excel- 
lent in all the ſacred volume; drawn up 


into one argument, or rather into one chain 
of arguments, in ſupportof the awful truth. 


To oppoſe ſuch a connection of argu- 
ments with detached paſſages, picked up 


hicher and thither, without any regard to 
the ſcope of the books, or the coherence 


of the places from whence they are taken, 
is a mode of reaſonihg ſo truly ridicu- 
lous, that it is aſtoniſhing how any man of 
real Ang: or ſober 1 can be capa» 


ble of it. pe 
If the doctrine of unconditional perſever- 
ance be a revealed truth, and if it be of ſuch 


importance as the advocates for that doclrine 
continually affert, let them produce more 
certain evidence in its favour, than that 
which J have here produced againſt it. Or, 


if they cannot do this, let them produce 
an equal 4 0 of evidence: : that is; let 


N _— them 
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them point out a whole book of the New 
Teſtament, of equal dignity and! importance 
with this epiſtle to the Hebrews, which 
labours, as profeſſedly and fully, in ſuppon 


of their hypotheſis. Or if this is to 
much, let them produce a canonical book 


of leſs importance, which thus profelledly 
and logically ſupports it. But this cannot 


be done : no whole book; no half book: 


no, nor ſo much as the quarter of any one 


book in all the bible, can be Pointed Out 


' which maintains this doctrine in a regular 


ſucceſſion of concluſive arguments.—No 
other proof of it can be given, than that 
which depends on the ſound of tortured 


words, draged into the ſervice, without 


any regard to the connexion of the places 
from whence they are taken ; and therefore 


it is impoſſible, without the moſt palpable 
_ abſurdity, to ſuppoſe that it is any doctrine 
of Revelation; or that it is any other than 
one of thoſe divers and ſtrange doctrines, 
mentioned chap. xiii. verſe g. by which we | 


are not to be carried about, 


And from hence we learn that the doe 
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trine of unconditional election is no truth of! 1 
Revelation. This doctrine ſuppoſes that 
Gor hath, from eternity, unconditionally 
elected, or choſen, a certain number unto 
eternal life. That, in order to this end, 
they were abſolutely decreed to be born in 
time ; to be called by the goſpel ; to obey 
the call; to be converted thereby; and to 
perlevete to the end. Now, if it can be 
demonſtrated that theſe perſons have failed 
in ANY of theſe particulars, this will equal- 
ly demonſtrate that they were not thus 
unconditionally elected. For inſtance : if 
ve. can demonſtrate that theſe ſuppoſed 
perſons were not actually born in time, this 
will demonſtrate that they were not elected 
to that end, and by thoſe means above 
mentioned ; ſeeing that one of theſe means, 
and that which is indiſpenſably neceſſary, 
in order to the exiſtence and uſe of the reſt, 
never exiſted, Or ſuppoſe they were born 
in time, yer if it can be fairly proved that 
| they were never called and converted by the 
W eolpc!, this will prove that they were not 
doe - thus elected to everlaſting life; ſeeing that 
trine Fo; „„ N 
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thoſe intermediate means, which the ſup. 
pofed decree has made equally neceſſaty 
with that before mentioned, never exiſted. 
But if we allow them to be born, and alſo, 
to be called and converted by the goſpel; 
yet if they did not perſevere to the end, 
but fell away and periſhed for ever, it is mot MW cor 
| infallibly certain that they were not wuncon. 
| ditionally elected to ev erlaſting life; ſeeing Go 
it is not poſſible that Gop ſhould thus let exi 


them to it, and that after all they ſhould WM of « 
not enjoy it. But it has been demonſtrated, WM ers 
in the preceding pages, that pers born ally 
in time, and called and converted by the bee 
goſpel, may nevertheleſs fall away and MW tha 
periſh for ever; and therefore I conclude not 
that ſuch perſons were not unconditionally nev 
elected unto everlaſting life: and, of conſe. W mas 
quence, that the doctrine which ſuppoſes per. 
the contrary is no truth of Revelation. tha 


And from hence we learn farther, that tle WW unc 
doctrine which aſſerts that all things ate que 
unconditionally decreed from eternity is no dec 
truth of Revelation. This doctrine ſuppoſes W the 
that every cauſe, and every effect, that cvery WM tivr 
event and circumſtance attending 1 it, which WM Ret 
0 
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- W 6, does, or ſhall exiſt, was moſt abſolute- 

y ly, unconditionally, and unchangeably de- 
creed from eternity: that this is particularly 
„ me caſe in the decree of election, where 
; eyery circumſtance attending the ſalvation 
q, of the elect, ſuch as their birth, calling, 
ſt converſion and perſeverance were all un- 


conditionally decreed from everlaſting : 
Gop has unconditionally decreed whatever 
exiſts; but in the execution of the decree 
of election, the perſeverance of true believ- 
ers exiſts; therefore, God has uncondition- 
ally decreed it. To this L anſwer : it has 
been demonſtrated, in the preceding pages, 
that the perſeverance of true believers does 4 
not always infallibly exiſt; yea, that it { 
never exiſts unconditionally : feeing they N 
may, yea, and often do, fall away and 
periſh for ever. I therefore conclude, Firſt, 
that the perſeverance of the ſaints is not 
WW unconditionally decreed : that of conſe- |. 
are Wl quence, Secondly, all things cannot be thus Fl 
no decreed : and that therefore, Thirdly, | 
ofes Wl the doctrine which ſuppoſes the uncondi- 
very WM tional decree of all things, is no truth. af 
nich Revelation. EE 
lid, Tc. Q 4 I. Inference 
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Inference 2. From what has been ſaid we 
learn, Secondly, that chriſtian-believers 
-ought to be careful not to neglect this great 
ſalvation. Doubtleſs it was a conviction of 
the need and importance of this care, which 
_ cauſed the apoſtle to lay down the weighty 
_ cautions, ſolemn warnings, and awful ad. 
monitions which we find all over this epi. 
tle; and doubtleſs a like conviction ought } 
to awaken all to whom theſe cautions be. 
long, to receive them in a becoming man- 
ner. Now as we, and all chriſtian-believers, 
at all times, and in all places, are in danger 
of neglecting this ſalvation, are in danger 
of total and final apoſtaſy, it highly bchoves 
us to ſuffer ourſelves to be admoniſhed. 
Let us then, one and all, take earneſt hecd 
to the things, of Chriſt, which we have 
heard, leſt at any time we ſhould, by apoſtaf, 
let them flip out of our hearts, lips and lives, 
| chap. ii. verſe 1. Let vs, inſtead of apoſta- 
_ 7izing, hold faſt the confidence, and the fe. 
joicing of the hope, firm unto the end of our | 
lives, chap. ili. verſe 6. Let us, on no ac: 
count, nor by any means, harden our bart, | 
| as 


E 

45 in the provocation, in the day of tempta- 
tion in the wilderneſs, verſe 8, Let us 
take earneſt heed leſt there be in any of us 
an evil heart o unbelief in departing, totally 
and finally, from Chriſt, who is the living 
Gor, verſe 12. Let us, from the conſi- 


deration of the danger of apofaſy which we 


are all in, exhort one another daily, While 


it is called, To-day ; left any of us be ſo 


| hardened through the deceitfulnefs of fin, 


as to apoſftatize from Chriſt, and his ſalvation, 
verſe 13. Let us ſeriouſly, deeply, and 
eonſtantly fear, leſt a promiſe being left us 
of entering into his reſt, any of us, by apoſ- 
tatixing, ſhould come ſhort of it, chap. iv. 


verſe 1. Let us rather labour, with all our 
might, to enter into that reſt, leſt any man 


| Fall, totally and finally, after the fame ex- 


ample of unbelief, or diſobedience, which 


was found among the Iſraelites of old, 
verſe 11. Let us couragiouſly, and in oppo- 
tion to all the powers of darkneſs, hold faſt 
our Chriſtian profeſſion, verſe 14. Let us, 


_ inſtead of apoftatizing from, come boldly 
unto the throne of grace, that we may ob- 


tain pardoning mercy for what is paſt, and 


find 
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find grace, per ſevering grace, to hel p us in 


every future time of need, verſe 16, Inſtead 


of apoſtatizing from that meaſure of the 


Chriſtian life which we now enjoy, let us 
rather go on unto perfection, chap. vi. 


verſe 1, Let us ſhew the ſame diligence, 


which we have formerly thewn, to the full 
aſſurance of hope unto the end of our lives, 
verſe 11, Let us not be ſlothful, in cleav- 


ing to, and obeying Chriſt ; but rather be 


followers of them, who, in ſpice of all op- 


- poſition, through /fedfaft faith, and unte 


ried patience, inherit the promiſes, verſe 12. 


Let us continue to draw near to God with 


a true heart, in full aſſurance of perſevering 


faith in Jeſus, chap. x. verſe 22. Let us 
hold faſt the open profeſſion of our faith 
without wwavering any longer, verſe 23. Let 


us conſider one another, how weak we are, 


and how liable to grow weary of the croſs 
of Chriſt ; and therefore let us ſtudy how 
we may provoke each other unto love 


and to good works, verſe 24. Let us not 


forſake the aſſembling of ourſelves toge- 


ther, as the manner of ſome is, who have 


already apyftatized ; but let us rather ex · 
bort 
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hort one another, to conflancy and per ſeve- 
rance; and ſo much the more, as we ſee 
the day of heavier trial ſwiftly approach- 
ing, verſe 25. Let us not fin wilfully, by 
total and final apoſtaſy, after we have truly, 
and experimentally, received the ſaving 
knowledge of the goſpel- truth, verſe 26. 
Let us rather call to our remembrance the 
former days, in which, after we were ſpiri- 
tually illuminated, we couragiouſly endured 
_ 2 great fight of aſflictions, verſe 32. and let 

this encourage us, inſtead of apoftatizing, 
do endure, in the ſame manner, whatever 
way befal us in time to come. Let us not 
caſt away our holy confidence, which hath 
great recompence of reward, verſe 35. Let 
us lay afide every weight, and the fin which 
doth ſo eafily beſet us, and let us continue 
to run with patient perſeverauce the race 
that is ſet before us, chap. xii. verſe 1. 
Let us be ever looking to the holy example 


of Jeſus, who is the author and finiſher of 


our faith; who for the joy that was ſet 
before him, patiently and perſeveringly en- 
 #ured the croſs, deſpiſing the ſhame, and is 
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ſet down at the right hand of the throne of 
| Gop, verſe 2, Let us conſider the example 
of him, who fedfaſtly, and to the very 1a 
moment of his life, endured the contradic- 
tion of ſinners againſt himſelf, left we be 
wearied and faint in our mind, and ſo apr/- 
zatize from Chriſt and his goſpel, verl# ; 35 
Let us manfully endure the chaſtning of the 
Lord, nor faint when we are rebuked of 
him, verſe 5, That the feebleſt ſoul. 
among us inay not apoftatize, let us lift un 
the hands which hang down, and the fecble 
knees, verſe. 12. Let us make ftraight 
paths for the feet of each other, leſt that 
which is lame be turned out of the way of 
Chriſt, into apgſaſy, verſe 13. Inſtead of 
 backſliding, let us follow peace with all men, 
and holineſs, without which no man ſha!! 
ſee the Lord, verſe 14. Let us look dili- 
gently, leſt any man fall from the grace of 
Gop ; leſt any root of bitterneſs, that is, 
any backſlider, or apoſtate, ſpringing up, 
trouble us, and thereby many others be de- 
filed, verſe 15. Let us not refuſe, or turn 


away Fes wh (that 15, from Chriſt) that 
ſpeakech 
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(peaketh . from heaven, verſe 25. Let us 
hola faſt the grace we have, whereby we may 
continue to ſetve Gop acceptably, with re- 
verence and godly fear, verſe 28, Let bro- 
therly love continue to the end. chap. xiii. 
verſe 1. And inſtead of leaving the goſpel, 
and a flociating ourſelves with unconverted 
Jews, let us not be forgetful to entertain 
Chriſtian ſtrangers, verſe 2. Let us re- 
member them that are in bonds for Chriſt 
and his goſpel, as if we were bound with 
them, verſe 3. Let our converſation be 
without covetouſneſs; and let us, for 
_ Chriſt's ſake, be content with ſuch things 
as we have, verſe 5. Let us not be carried 
away with the divers and ſtrange doctrines, 
taught by the Gnoſticks, and other heretics; | 
and particularly that doctrine which teaches —_ j 
that true believers cannot fall away totally 
and finally, verſe 9. Let us go forth unto 
(not from) Jeſus without the camp, pati- 
| ently, and ſtedfaſly bearing his reproach, 
verſe 13. Inſtead of forſaking Chriſt, by 
him let us offer the ſacrifice of praiſe to Go 
continually, verſe 15, To do good and to 
395 : Fo com- 
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communicate, let us not forget, or grote 


is well pleaſed, verſe 16. Let each of vou 
obey them that have the rule over you, and 


ſubmit yourſelves: for they watch over 
your ſouls, that you may not depart from 
Cpriſt into apoſlaſy, as they that muſt give 


account, verſe 17. Pray for them, that Goy 


may preſerve them from apoſtaſy, and that 
he may make them the happy inſtruments | 


of preſerving all thoſe committed to their 


care, verſe 18. 5 
Thus, upon the whole, let you and I, 


and all who defire to be preſerved from 
total and final apoſtaſy, ſuffer the word 
of exhortation, verſe 22. Let the conſider- 
ation of the ſuperior excellency of Curisr's 
perſon and religion ; of the dreadful puniſh- 


ment which will certainly be inflicted on all 


who apoſtatize from them; of the great 
reward which will be given to all who pe- 
ſevere to the end; of the great Joſs of p 


labours and pr eſent privileges which apoſtates 


| ſhall infallibly ſuſtain ; and of the diſbono yr 


of acting a part ſo exceeding contrary to the 
example 


great Shepherd 
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example of all the antient worthies, which 
have been ſince the world began: I ſay, 
let all theſe ſolemn conſiderations ſtir us up 


to cleave to Jeſus with our whole heart; to 


follow him cloſely, and fedfaſtly, in all 
the ways of Chriſtian obedience, till we 
are called to enjoy that Reſt which remains 


for the people of God, chap. iv. verſe gs - 


Now the Gop of Peace that brought 
again from the dead our Lord Jeſus, that 
of the ſheep, through the 

blood of the everlaſting covenant, make 

you perfect i in every good work to do his 
ill, working in you all, that wiſdom, ho- 
lineſs, happineſs and per feverance, which is 

well-pleafing in his fight, through Jeſus 
Chriſt; to whom be glory for ever and ever. 


amen. Chap. xiii. verſe. 20, 21. 
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